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Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 

committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and 
development issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates 
our advocacy efforts with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association 
and other Home Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 

 
 

NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
The summer MP campaign has begun.  We have received all support materials from CHBA and Staff have started 
to call the four local constituency offices to set up meeting dates. Issues on the table have not changed 
dramatically since GST threshold adjustments, housing affordability, government imposed costs and the 
underground economy are still unresolved matters as far as we are concerned. 
 
We had a visit from David Crenna, Director of Urban Affairs for CHBA earlier this month and took the opportunity to 
talk about refocusing the approach of Urban Council and to introduce him to the very important “aging in place” 
question that is currently the subject of considerable discussion here in Waterloo Region. It should also be a focus 
for all Associations across the Canada. 
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
We had a good meeting with Waterloo MPP Elizabeth Witmer earlier this month to press the issue of the 
detrimental effect that the HST on renovations will have on this sector of our industry and also to highlight the 
fueling of the underground economy that will most assuredly result. She was very supportive and suggested that 
we look to the office of Peter Fonseca, Minister of Labour, to engage him as a champion on this issue. She agreed 
with our approach that setting up a “task force” is the first logical step. The notion of getting the Feds and the 
Province to jointly cooperate on this matter was dismissed as impractical. 
 
Second VP Jamie Adam along with Art Janzen from Menno S. Martin led the charge in a recent meeting with 
Minister John Milloy on the same issues. A report on the meeting has been authored and filed with OHBA for 
information.    
 
Meetings with Gerry Martiniuk (Cambridge) and Leeanna Pendergast (Kitchener) are still in the process of being 
arranged. 
 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
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I attended the first “Home Sweet Home” awards event which is the brainchild of member Derek Satnik and his firm 
Mindscape Innovations. Four distinctly different projects were honoured at this inaugural award ceremony – The 
Green Home located in Williamsburg Estates built by Reid’s Heritage Homes and Schlegel Urban Developments; 
Waterloo Regions’ Residential and Energy Efficiency Project (REEP) for their renovation of 20 and 24 Mill Street 
homes; Habitat for Humanity Mississauga in the affordable housing category for their Streetsville build and in the 
custom home category, The Evolve Builders Group, for a unique elliptical straw bale home. Congratulations to 
Mindscape for this great success.  

http://www.chba.ca/
http://www.ohba.ca/
http://www.wrhba.com/
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The Industry Luncheon was another resounding success with over 500 attendees there to network, have a great 
lunch and hear our keynote speaker Frank McKenna speak passionately about entrepreneurship and how we as 
Canadians need to step up and own the economic podium. Thanks to all involved in organizing the event and to 
those who supported it by attending. 
 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
The Regional Liaison Committee met on Thursday April 1, 2010. Two presentations were made, the first being a 
summary of the Region’s annual Water and Wastewater Monitoring Report which will be presented to Regional 
Council early in May. As well, the Committee received an early presentation of the Region’s Transportation Master 
Plan which will determine investment priorities and supporting policy for transportation over the next 20 years. The 
Master Plan presents the preferred transportation network, developed to meet future transportation demand in 
Waterloo Region. This transportation network includes an integrated rapid transit and bus network and strategic 
road improvements to best meet the Region's transportation goals and objectives. 
 
Announced at the meeting was a Housing Forum which is being jointly presented by the Region and CMHC titled 
“The Past is Not the Future: Housing Choice and Demographic Change.” Forum details will be publicly announced 
shortly. 
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Tree Conservation and Site Alteration By-laws  
On March 8th, two new environmental protection by-laws were passed by city council. These by-laws take effect 
immediately and apply to properties within the City of Kitchener that are 0.405 hectares (1 acre) or greater in size. 
 
The first – a site alteration by-law – prevents the alteration of properties through activities such as grading, filling, 
leveling and compacting. The new bylaw provides the city with a way to formally control site alteration, protect the 
environment and ensure that: 
 

 Appropriate drainage patterns are maintained;  
 Interference and damage to watercourses or water bodies is limited and water quality is maintained;  
 The use of hazardous and/or improper fill is prevented;  
 Erosion and sedimentation is prevented; and  
 Natural heritage features such as wetlands, valley lands, woodlands and areas of archaeological resources 

are protected.  
 
The second by-law – a tree conservation bylaw – prohibits or restricts the destruction or injury of trees on private 
property of one acre or greater and enables the city to consider conservation opportunities before trees are 
destroyed, ensuring that: 
 

 Trees are protected from indiscriminate or unsound removal;  
 The loss of natural vegetation and wildlife habitat is minimized;  
 The value of trees is elevated; and  
 Trees and vegetation are maintained where appropriate in an effort to preserve the natural appearance, 

character and aesthetics of the city.  
 
Some exemptions to the tree conservation bylaw include: trees that are dead, diseased, or hazardous, trees that 
are damaged or destroyed by storms and trees that, at chest height, are less than 10 cm in diameter, and tree 
removal where a permit has been obtained from the Region.  
 
The new by-laws do not affect the installation of a swimming pool, provided a pool permit is obtained; minor 
gardening or landscaping projects; normal farm practices; and, development that is undertaken with the 
appropriate planning approvals and building permits. 
 
WRHBA members expressed disappointment that the city did not provide the opportunity for them to review the by-
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law before it was passed by Council.  City staff were of the opinion that giving notice in advance could have 
triggered the destruction of natural features. 
 
City staff will provide further clarification to those who wish to discuss this by-law further. Questions relating to site 
alteration should be directed to Binu Korah at 519-741-2974 or binu.korah@kitchener.ca.   
 
Members may also wish to seek independent legal counsel regarding the applicability of these two new by-laws to 
their particular circumstances. 
 
Development Charge Amendment 
The City is proposing to amend the DC charge to include growth-related costs associated with the expansion of 
their cemetery services.  The anticipated increase to the DC charge is expected to be minimal as shown below: 
 

Singles/semis   $26.97 
Rows                $18.63 
Apartments       $15.31 

 
Development Manual Update 
A final Draft of the Development Manual has provided to WRHBA for review and comment. 
 
There are some proposals in the draft Development Manual which are cause for concern as they would lead to 
higher costs for developments.  We will continue to provide feedback and members who could be affected are 
encouraged to review the draft document now that it is available. 
 
Public Works Golf Tournament 
The Public Works Golf Tournament will be held on May 26, 2010.  The charity is The Children’s Wish Foundation.  
The organizing committee is seeking donations for prizes and sponsorships.  Please contact Linda Cooper at the 
City for more information. 
 
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON   
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited 
 
The Waterloo Liaison Committee met on March 25, 2010.  The committee was advised that the City was in the 
process of reviewing its 1st quarter Development Charge budget and a report to Finance Committee is expected in 
May, together with a report on the impacts of the core area exemptions, which resulted in a City obligation to fund 
$7-$8 million for permits issued prior to the expiry of the exemption December 31, 2009.  The City is also 
examining the impact that the growth in 2009 had on the DC program and associated impacts on the capital 
program. 
 
The City’s Official Plan review is still progressing.  The City expects to release the land use section of the plan 
together with map schedules at the April 26th meeting of Council.  The rental housing licensing review has been 
delayed while staff works on issues related to the Northdale district, however, a report to Council is tentatively 
scheduled for May. 
 
The City continues to review the planting voucher program as requested by WRHBA members on the liaison 
committee.  Staff expect to report back to the liaison committee in April and will be looking for a broad range of 
homebuilder voices in further discussions.  If you are interested in participating in these ongoing discussions 
regarding the planting voucher program, please contact Jennifer Passy (jpassy@cookhomes.ca). 
 
The City has engaged Stantec Consulting Ltd. to undertake a servicing study for the City’s core area, the objective 
is to identify capacity issues/constraints within existing infrastructure to assist the City’s decision making with 
regard to capital investment in rehabilitation and expansion.  The liaison committee expects to receive a 
presentation from Stantec and Public Works on the initial findings of the study in May. 
 
The proposed Site Alteration By-law has been revised based in part on input provided by members of WRHBA.  
Staff anticipated taking the by-law forward to Council on April 26th or May 17th for approval.  A final draft of the by-
law will be made available to WRHBA two weeks prior to Council’s consideration. Next meeting: April 22, 2010 

mailto:binu.korah@kitchener.ca
mailto:jpassy@cookhomes.ca


 

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
 

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  
  
No report at this time.  No report at this time.  
  
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
  
Following the last meeting, the Committee was divided into three groups (Group 1-Public at large, Group 2-
Councils and staff and Group 3-Development Industry) to work on the preparation of a detailed communication 
strategy to address matters related to reurbanization and the benefits to the development of our community.  The 
intent was to develop a detailed outline related to what the message should be, resources/information needed and 
the medium to deliver the message.   

Following the last meeting, the Committee was divided into three groups (Group 1-Public at large, Group 2-
Councils and staff and Group 3-Development Industry) to work on the preparation of a detailed communication 
strategy to address matters related to reurbanization and the benefits to the development of our community.  The 
intent was to develop a detailed outline related to what the message should be, resources/information needed and 
the medium to deliver the message.   
  
Previously Group 1 developed the framework for the other groups and a broad message providing an overview and 
benefits of reurbanization.  Group 3 identified that an update of the previous Market Analysis and the development 
of an inventory of current projects with analysis of the projects would be a benefit. Group 2 are still working through 
their analysis. 

Previously Group 1 developed the framework for the other groups and a broad message providing an overview and 
benefits of reurbanization.  Group 3 identified that an update of the previous Market Analysis and the development 
of an inventory of current projects with analysis of the projects would be a benefit. Group 2 are still working through 
their analysis. 
  
Although not all of the work is completed it is evident that developing a constant source of funding is critical to 
ensure the information is maintained, updated and delivered through a variety of media resources.  Other matters 
still to be considered relate to the identification of a creditable individual to deliver the message. 

Although not all of the work is completed it is evident that developing a constant source of funding is critical to 
ensure the information is maintained, updated and delivered through a variety of media resources.  Other matters 
still to be considered relate to the identification of a creditable individual to deliver the message. 
  
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday May 4, 2010. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday May 4, 2010. 
  
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
The Guelph Home Builders’ Association has accepted our invitation to join the committee – they will be 
represented by Glenn Anderson from Gamsby and Mannerow. The next scheduled committee meeting will occur in 
May at which the new fee structure being proposed by the Authority will be presented and discussed. 

The Guelph Home Builders’ Association has accepted our invitation to join the committee – they will be 
represented by Glenn Anderson from Gamsby and Mannerow. The next scheduled committee meeting will occur in 
May at which the new fee structure being proposed by the Authority will be presented and discussed. 
  

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  Consult 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of WRHBA’s 

Advocacy in Action. 

 WRHBA ADVOCACY IN ACTION  
April 2010 

WWWRRRHHHBBBAAA   CCCOOORRRPPPOOORRRAAATTTEEE   SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS --- CCCAAALLLLLL AAA MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRR FFFIIIRRRSSSTTT!!!


