
 

 
 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committees, our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home 

Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
Skilled worker shortages are a challenge for builders in Toronto and across the country.  With 118,000 trades 
retirements forecast nationally over the next decade, solutions are required.  Immigration and foreign workers 
are part of the solution, but government policy has placed heavy emphasis on hiring Canadians first, even in 
tight labour markets.  CHBA is actively advocating for an immigration system that can best support our industry.  
  
To support members in their hunt for workers right now, and to support our advocacy, CHBA members can make 
use of the free Canada Job Bank.  This tool enables employers to post job openings to both Canadian and 
foreign workers.  The Canada Job Bank first offers employers access to Canadians seeking work.  It then serves 
as the gateway for hiring newcomers, those seeking to immigrate, and temporary foreign workers. The Job Bank 
is also used by government to identify key labour shortages.  Learn how the Canada Job Bank can work for your 
business. 
 
PROVINCIAL – ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
Excess Soil Management Policy Framework  
The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change (MOECC), along with a number of supporting Ministries, has 
developed a proposed Excess Soil Management Policy Framework which was posted for a 60-day period on the 
Environmental Registry (Registry # 012-6065). The province is consulting on the proposed framework and 
intends to develop priority policies in accordance with that framework. 
 
OHBA supports Ontario’s objective to protect human health and the environment from the inappropriate 
relocation of excess soils while enhancing opportunities for the beneficial reuse of excess soil. However, OHBA 
is concerned that the overall package potentially brings in a range of new regulations and responsibilities onto 
source sites without addressing the transfer of liability as excess soils move through the chain of custody. 
 
OHBA has been consistent in outlining concerns that increased costs and complexity of soil management would 
be a barrier and constraint to opportunities for remediation, reuse and intensification. OHBA has attended 
consultations and has submitted industry comments, concerns and recommendations to the Ministry. 
 
WSIB Audits Targeting Executive Officers  
The WSIB Office of the Employer Adviser (OEA) is seeing a number of inquiries from construction employers 
who have been assessed retroactively for unpaid executive officer premiums.  This is a reminder that since 2013 
the Workers’ Compensation Act requires all executive officers or partners to pay premiums on their insurable 
earnings.  This is regardless of whether the executive / partner is working in construction, stays in the office, or is 
enjoying her retirement in a warmer climate.  If an executive / partner is issued a T4 or a T5 or paid in some 
other manner, the company must pay premiums on their earnings. 
 
If the WSIB audits the company and realizes that premiums have not been paid, the company will be 
retroactively assessed for the current year plus two prior years.  If your company has executive officers who are 
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not doing construction work, then one of them can opt out of paying premiums altogether, and any other 
executives who don’t do construction work can take advantage of paying in Rate Group 755 which charges a 
premium rate of twenty-one cents per $100 of insurable earnings.  You can download the relevant forms (1208A 
and 1209A). 
 
Short-Term Water Takings (PTTW)  
Over the past few years OHBA and a number of other construction associations including the OSWCA and the 
ORBA have been engaged with the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change advocating for a 
modernization of Permits To Take Water (PTTWs) including clarifications on when permits are and are not 
required as well as advocating for exemptions for certain low-risk activities. 
 
The Ministry has listened to the concerns raised by the construction industry and has identified select water 
taking activities to be included in the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) framework that came 
into force on March 29, 2016. These changes do not, in anyway, undermine the environmental protection 
integrity of the PTTW system but, rather, streamlines and modernizes the process. The new water taking EASR 
regulation can be found by clicking here.   
 
OHBA previously made supportive recommendations with a submission in April 2015 and updated comments in 
a new submission supporting the Draft Regulation in January 2016. The EASR is an on-line system that allows 
our members to register eligible activities online, rather than applying for a traditional Permit to Take Water 
(PTTW) or Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA). Through this system, eligible activities can receive 
approval to operate within minutes. To support this transition, the ministry has hosted a number of consultation 
sessions in March with the public and impacted stakeholders throughout Ontario. 
 
Addressing Ontario’s Underground Economy  
MPP Laura Albanese, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Finance released her interim report on 
addressing Ontario’s Underground Economy in the Residential Construction Sector.  Earlier this year OHBA 
hosted a roundtable with MPP Albanese and renovation members wherein they discussed the significant 
problems associated with underground economic activity in the sector and some proposed solutions the 
government should examine.  
 
OHBA is pleased that the interim report adopts two of their recommendations: to “introduce incentives for 
homeowners to hire qualified and reputable contractors for home improvements” and for the province to “launch 
a public awareness campaign that will inform Ontario homeowners, businesses, and consumers of the risks and 
potential liabilities associated with participation in the underground economy”. Click Here to view the report. 
 
Ontario New Home Warranties Plan Act Tarion Review  
Ontario's Ministry of Government and Consumer Services has initiated an independent review of the Ontario 
New Home Warranties Plan Act and the Tarion Warranty Corporation. 
 
The Honourable J. Douglas Cunningham has been appointed as a special advisor to review protections for 
owners of new homes and identify opportunities to improve consumer protection. His final report will provide 
recommendations on how to improve consumer protection, accountability, transparency and board governance 
to help protect consumers buying new homes in Ontario. Separate consultations for the public and industry 
groups are taking place in April and May to review Ontario’s new home warranty protection program. 
 
These consultations will help identify opportunities to improve consumer protection, accountability and 
transparency and board governance, among other measures. If you would like to participate in the industry 
consultations, please RSVP before the session of your choice by emailing TarionReview@ontario.ca. For a full 
list of session dates and locations, please click here. 
 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Maria Kyveris, Country Green Homes Inc., WRHBA Director  
 
Infiltration Policy & Minimum Volume Targets 
City engineering staff with the aid of their consultant, Aquafor Beech, continue to work on the Stormwater 
Management (SWM) Master Plan Update, that will set the policies around SWM controls within the City over the 
next 15 years.  Representatives from City Engineering and Aquafor presented latest findings to the committee 
including a discussion of infiltration policies and minimum volume targets.  Based on anticipated provincial 
targets and policies from other Regions in Ontario, an initial target for infiltration was proposed at 12.5mm.  This 
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will be refined depending on final provincial legislation and targets which are expected to come out early 2017 
and will supplement the 2003 SWM Guidelines. For more information, or to submit comments visit: 
www.kitchener.ca/stormwatermasterplan. 

 
VisitAble Housing Presentation 
Trudy Beaulne from the Social Development Centre of Waterloo Region, Lynn Balfour and Tanja Curic from the 
City of Waterloo provided the committee with a PowerPoint presentation on VisitAble Housing. Three key things 
that VisitAble Housing wants to promote are:  no front entry step(s), min. 3’ wide front doors and an accessible 
washroom on main floor. These are the basic standards for Accessibility for VisitAble Housing. For more 
information on VisitAble Housing, or to get involved, visit: www.waterlooregion.org/visitable. 
 
Changes to the Planning and Building Processes in Waterloo Region- Source Water Protection Plan 
There are new changes affecting City & Regional approvals related to Source Protection Plan.  A Source 
Protection Plan is locally developed policies to manage significant threats to our water supply. Threats are 
graded on a scale of low to high.  What makes it a significant threat?  

1. The details of an activity 
2. The distance to the well  
3. The soil type 
4. The existing quality that’s in that well or intake.  

Risk management plans and prohibitions are applied depending on the risks.  July 1st is the date of 
implementation for the Source Protection Plan. As of this date, all planning and building applications must be 
screened against the source protection policies before an application is submitted.  

 
New Subdivision Agreement Condition  
City planning staff advised that effective immediately, to confirm there are no outstanding taxes on a property in 
support or registration, developers will be required to obtain a tax certificate.  The rate for this is $60 or $80 for a 
48 hour turnaround.      

 
K-W Hydro Deposits 
A friendly reminder to have any required deposits in support of registration of a new condo confirmed by KW 
hydro in writing prior to finalizing registration.    

 
Ministry of Environment Climate Change Policies on Drinking Water Systems 
City planning, engineering and building staff are having an information session with MOECC staff regarding the 
above noted matter.  Further updates are to follow.   
            
Policy on Shared SWM Facilities 
Update policy regarding shared SWM facilities between multiple land developers will be included in the 2017 
Development Manual.  Further information will be communication as it becomes available.   
 
Ministry of Environments Proposed Excess Soil Management Policy Framework 
The MOE is proposing that removal of excess soil on a parcel should go through and MOECC approval through 
Applicable Law and is proposing to add it into the Building Code Act. The developer would be required to retain a 
“qualified person” to administer and process the source of the excess soil (from certain excavations) and track 
where the excess is going.   The City of Kitchener submitted comments regarding this updated document prior to 
March 26th

 

, which was the deadline for submission.     
 

WRHBA Corporate Sponsors 
 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Visit 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings & past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 
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