
 

 

 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 
issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ 

Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION  -  WWW.OHBA.CA  

Prepared by Kevin Watts, Waterloo Region Record, WRHBA President 
 

OHBA Annual Conference 
The conference is set to take place in Niagara Falls from Sept. 22-24 at the Niagara Fallsview Casino Resort. 
OHBA is celebrating their 50th anniversary. Guest speakers include Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne, Ontario 
PC Leader Tim Hudak and three-time Olympic boxer Mike Strange. 
 
2013 OHBA Nominations 
The OHBA nomination committee has put forward the slate of officers to be considered for election at the 
Annual Meeting of Members in Niagara Falls. 
 
2013 OHBA Resolutions 
OHBA has tabled 11 draft resolutions to be heard at the Annual Meeting of Members. These resolutions help 
establish policy and help guide the governance objectives of the Association. A complete list can be found on 
the OHBA website. 
 
Planning System/Development Charges Act 
The Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing announced that the province intends to launch two simultaneous, 
but separate consultations that will have significant impacts on the new housing and land development industry. 
The two consultations will include; Ontario’s land-use planning system and decision making process (including 
appeals to the OMB) and the Development Charges Act and other municipal related fees and charges. In 
preparation, OHBA will be launching two new committees, one for each consultation, made up of volunteer 
members. Committees will be launched in Niagara Falls. 
 
College of Trades 
Effective Sept. 9th, David Tsubouchi is now leading the Ontario College of Trades. He has taken over for Bob 
Guthrie. OHBA is looking forward to working with the new CEO to ensure the interests of residential construction 
and renovation are well represented. The College of Trades has also announced more ratio review panel 
findings. There have been some improvements to the ratios. OHBA still continues to advocate for a 1:1 ratio 
which is in line with the majority of provinces. 
 
Tarion Builder Updates 
Over the last year, Tarion and OHBA have been travelling the province and visiting several local HBAs to talk 
about issues that are important to our industry. Tarion has scheduled their regular Builder Update Sessions in 
conjunction with these tours to increase accessibility to their FREE updates on a variety of policies, issues and 
changes within the industry. Tarion wants to make these sessions more informative. They are now looking for 
feedback on “what your customers are telling you”; they have a quick survey available that gives you a chance 
to win a Samsung Galaxy tablet.  
 
Ministry of Environment 
The Ministry has proposed a Waste Reduction Act and Waste Reduction Strategy that will focus on individual 
producer responsibility framework. An OHBA submission detailed the significant progress industry has already 
made with respect to waste reduction and provided recommendations to the government.  
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LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION  -  WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Kevin Watts, Waterloo Region Record, WRHBA President 
 
MP Meetings 
WRHBA has been conducting MP meetings over the past few weeks focusing on three issues; Underground 
Economy, Infrastructure and Human Resource Development. All MPs received a full briefing package ahead of 
time. The package was prepared by CHBA. The meetings have been very positive with a lot of interaction 
between our delegates, the MPs and their staff. I wish to thank all of the volunteers that have attended the 
meetings and staff for preparing packages and coordinating the sometimes hectic schedule. All your efforts are 
appreciated! 
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-08 
 
CHBA & Canada Post Agreement 
Canada post has suspended the current $200 fee until Jan 2014.  Municipalities are not in support of this fee and 
Canada Post may reintroduce the fee in 2014. 
 
Growth Management Monitoring Report – going to Committee Sept. 9/13 
The following was noted: 

• The City’s intensification level within the Built-Up Area increased from 25% in the previous reporting year 
to 58%, bringing the 5 year average to 45% 

• There has been a decrease in development applications received and new residential units created 
through building permits. With the approval of the Rosenberg Secondary Plan, lands within the 
Secondary Plan area are being reported in a similar fashion to other lands in the city (no longer separate 
line item) when determining estimated Designated Greenfield Area (DGA) Supply 

• The total number of estimated units within the DGA within registered plans of subdivision (Vacant Land 
Inventory) is approximately 2,200 fewer units than reported last year 

• The number of units that are “Draft Approved” or “In Circulation” and the number of estimated units 
reported in “Other Designated Lands” within the DGA has increased since last year 

• Overall, the total estimated DGA unit supply has increased.  It is anticipated that this supply will decrease 
in coming years as development applications for the DGA continue through the approval process.  
 

2013 -2015+ Kitchener Growth Management Plan  
Currently scheduled for the PSI Committee on September 30, 2013. The draft KGMP had been previously 
provided to all applicable property owners and their representatives for review and comment. Several comments 
have been received. 
  
Zoning By-Law review - going to Committee Oct. 21/13  
Phase 1 - Currently scheduled for the PSI Committee on September 30, 2013 
Phase 2 - Currently scheduled for the PSI Committee on October 21, 2013 
 
The City has a 3 phase approach to updating the Zoning By-law. 
Phase 1 - Annual Housekeeping Amendment (Fall 2013) 
Phase 2 - Interim Update (Fall 2013) 
Phase 3 - Comprehensive Update to implement the new Official Plan (2014-2015)  
 
Downtown Financial Incentive Review 
The City is currently undertaking a review of the Downtown Financial Incentives being offered in order to 
determine the effectiveness of each incentive 
 
The following concerns were brought forward by Committee members: 

• Incentives unfair to those building outside downtown 
• Concern over affordable housing 
• More control needed not just geographically 
• Suggestion that incentives cost builders in other areas 
• Area based incentive increase the cost of land, incentive may not be realized at the builder or customer 

level 
• Incentives do not address concerns around Victoria Park 



Comments 
• Move the incentive area to allow development of momentum east 
• Market should determine the price 
• Growth should pay for itself 

 
Off-Site Works Process 
The City has revised the Off-site Works Process including a process chart and cost estimate sheets. See 
attached flow chart and fee schedule.  
 

 
 

REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President, 2006-07 
 
Emma DeFields, a MES Candidate with the School of Planning at the University of Waterloo, delivered a 
presentation related to a summary of her thesis: “Property Size Preferences and the Value of Private and Public 
Outdoor Spaces Amid a Shift to High-Density Residential Development.”  
 
Highlights of the presentation included: 
 
• Regardless of current yard size, medium and large yards were generally preferable in a new home. There 

was low preference for having only a patio, deck, or balcony in a new home; some interest from those with a 
very large yard. 

• Front porch or balcony, a nice view from your windows, and a park nearby were very important in 
encouraging respondents to live in a home with no private yard. In addition to these factors, having privacy 
between you and your backyard neighbours was also very important to those considering a home with a 
small private yard. 

• The following were recommended to market high-density residences to an aging population: low-rise or 
ground-level options such as townhouses, wheelchair accessibility, targeted mixed uses, access to assisted-
living and medical services, increased access to distant green spaces such as assisted-living cottages for 
visits, affordability, and ensuring neighbourhood safety. 

• Design recommendations for residential developments, based on preferences from the survey respondents 
included offering a nice view and greenery surrounding balconies, community green spaces that encourage 



interaction, privacy and minimal noise, wildlife attractions, large balconies/patios for flower pots, BBQs, 
outdoor dining, rentable terraces, and parking. 

• Design recommendations for public landscapes included natural elements, particularly trees, vegetation that 
is aesthetically-pleasing and environmentally acceptable (native species), community parks, forests, trails, 
green spaces linked by corridors, parks with landscaped play areas, wild areas, groomed lawns and 
gardens. 

 
Updates from Group Members 
City of Cambridge 
Cambridge Official Plan under appeal and Prehearing for the OMB appeals set for September 2013. 
 
Meridian Planning has been retained by the City to prepare the new Zoning By-law. The project will still be 
managed by the City and all mapping will be done in-house.  An initial review has started with identification of 
issues.  Information on the Zoning By-law is available on the City website.  Anyone who would like to be on the 
mailing list or involved as a stakeholder group, please contact Douglas Stewart. First public open house 
tentatively scheduled for November 4, 2013. 
 
Commercial Review-TOR for the Cambridge Commercial Review went to Council on August 12, 2013. 
 
Urban Design Guidelines have been prepared for Main Street in Galt, and the Downtown Cambridge, Hespeler 
Village and Preston Towne Centre Core areas.  An open house was held on June 26th for the Main Street and 
Downtown.  Cambridge guidelines and the final drafts will be going to Council on September 23rd for adoption.  
Open houses were held at the end of June and beginning of July for the Hespeler and Preston guidelines. 
These documents are also scheduled to go to Council on September 23rd. 
 
City of Kitchener 
Kitchener Growth Management Strategy- The 2012 Annual Monitoring Report will be presented to Kitchener City 
Council at the end of September, which will include 5 year trends. From June 2012 – June 2013, 57% 
intensification has occurred. http://www.kitchener.ca/en/insidecityhall/GrowthManagementStrategy.asp 
 
Kitchener Growth Management Plan (KGMP)-The first draft of the 2013-2015+ Kitchener Growth Management 
Plan is now out for review. http://www.kitchener.ca/en/insidecityhall/GrowthManagementStrategy.asp 
 
Zoning By-Law-An Intern Update to the existing Zoning By-law is underway which will include more clear 
definitions such as floor space ratios and building height with the goal of easing infill development and making 
the standards more clear. http://www.kitchener.ca/en/businessinkitchener/Current_applications_and_studies.asp 
 
Planning Around Rapid Transit Stations (PARTS)-A work plan will be completed by the end of 2013, including a 
rank order of when station area plans will be completed. 
 
City of Waterloo 
Northdale Neighbourhood-The comprehensive planning and regulatory framework for Northdale continues to be 
under appeal at the OMB. Some individual property review continues, although the balance of the by-law and 
design guidelines are in place. http://www.waterloo.ca/en/government/northdale.asp 
 
Barrelyards-Two buildings structures are now nearing completion, and work will continue on finishes, etc. The 
hotel is on track, which will contain a high end restaurant. 
 
155 Park-The development in Uptown has all approvals in place. It will be a high density residential building with 
mixed used at the ground level and some terraced common space. 
 
Waterloo Towne Square-This property has been purchased by a local developer. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday October 2, 2013. 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of  

WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 


