
 

 

 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committees, our Association coordinates our advocacy 
efforts with the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other 

Home Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.CHBA.CA 

Prepared by Steven Harris, Harris Management Group, WRHBA President 

 
Forum for Growth – CHBA Delegates at Parliament Hill, June 2014 

• Our EO, Marie Schroeder and I joined CHBA leaders from across the country and at every level of 
the Association, who gathered on day one for a pre-session or “Government Relations 101 class”. 
Principals from EARNSCLIFFE STRATEGY GROUP provided overviews and insights on the current 
government’s structure, cabinet and recent shuffles, agendas and positions, work completed and 
ongoing, opposition platforms, upcoming 2015 fall election (which will include 30 new ridings across 
Canada for a total of 338 ridings the majority of which is ON/AB/BC) and a briefing on how current 
thinking/policy lines up or falls short of CHBA’s priorities/positioning/policy and views 

• In preparation of the forum, CHBA staff developed an eight page leaflet entitled Creating a New 
Conversation about Homes, Communities and Canadians – Recommendations on the Federal Role; 
this was the crux of the afternoon session which was presented by CEO Kevin Lee and President 
Bard Golightly.  The leaflet provided an overview on the role of the CHBA, and included fact-based 
information supporting its core principals of affordability and choice and protecting the dream for 
Canadians to have a reasonable opportunity to own a home.  In addition, it included background 
information and recommendations in addressing and suggested solutions in four key areas, that 
being: protecting affordability, supporting skilled trades, underground economy, and advancing 
innovation in Canadian housing 

• CHBA forwarded meeting agendas and materials ahead of the prearranged meetings to every 
government department that has a role in housing. This included party leaders and officials from the 
four national parties, Ministers of State, Parliamentary Secretaries, Committee Chairs and ministerial 
staff 

• By day two, HBA delegates were well prepared and went on to participate in over 50 meetings with 
the above mentioned 

• The forum was viewed as a tremendous success and a good use of time; CHBA’s profile and 
credibility was significantly enhanced and paves the way for CHBA to move forward on strong 
footing 

• CHBA’s delegation was officially recognized in the House of Commons prior to Question Period with 
a Member's Statement from MP Phil McColeman 
 

MP Summer Campaign 

• Over the summer, WRHBA representatives met with local MPs - Albrecht, Braid and Woodworth 
• The focus of the meetings is “Creating a New Conversation about Homes, Communities and 

Canadians” touching on four points: 
o Protecting Affordability 
o Supporting Skilled Trades Development 
o Tackling the Underground Economy and Home Renovation 
o Advancing Innovation in Canadian Housing 
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� Discussions included recommendations on the Federal role, as set out by CHBA 
who has created a 8 page leaflet speaking to the core issues and considerations for 
government in addressing what needs to happen 

• Meeting reports have been filed with CHBA 
 

CHBA Releases Pre-Budget Submission 

• The Canadian Home Builders’ Association (CHBA) recently released its pre-budget submission in 
advance of the 2015 Federal Budget. They have been working closely with federal policy makers to 
develop a series of specific proposals that will support Canadian families by protecting affordability, 
ensuring prosperous communities, creating efficiencies in the tax system for first-time homebuyers 
and contributing to jobs and economic growth  

• Key areas of the submission include: 
o Specific measures to protect affordability, including federal funding of core municipal 

infrastructure and mortgage measures to assist qualified first-time home buyers. 
o Renewed federal efforts to tackle the underground economy in home renovation, including a 

modest, self-financing renovation tax credit and support for CHBA’s Get it in Writing! 
campaign 

o Improvements to labour market information, promotion of careers in the skilled trades and 
extension of federal support for residential trades that are recognized at the provincial level. 

o Continued federal investment in housing research that can increase productivity and reduce 
regulatory costs 
 

CHBA Membership Promo Materials 

• The Canadian Home Builders' Association (CHBA) has issued a series of promotional materials for 
members to better market themselves as representatives of the Associations 

• Those interested can purchase: 
o CHBA Lapel pins ($1 each + HST) 
o CHBA Flags ($35 each + HST) 
o CHBA Member plaque (members only, no charge) 
o CHBA Member plaque date stickers (members only, no charge) 
o CHBA Member decals (vinyl, 10 cm x 7.4 cm, for vehicle windows) (members only, no 

charge) 
• To order, please email membership@chba.ca, call 613-230-3060 ext. 229, or fax 613-232-8214   

      
Renovation Month 

• October is Renovation Month and all renovator members and HBAs are encouraged to take part. 
Home Hardware Building Centre is providing exceptional support for this year’s effort; in addition to 
promoting Renovation Month in their newsletter and in-store flyers, they are including promotion on 
their website and through email blasts to their dealers and consumers. The CHBA and RenoMark™ 
logos will feature prominently 

• In addition, this year will see an added push to increase CHBA’s renovator membership. Home 
Hardware Building Centre is offering a $5,000 gift card to one lucky new renovator member who 
joins the Association during October  

• WRHBA will once again participate in Renovation Month  
 

SAM Call for Entries 

• The Official Call for Entries to the 2014 CHBA National SAM Awards will be issued in September. 
Get the recognition that you deserve for your great projects. All of the information that you need, 
including the Competition Guidelines and Entry Forms, will be available through www.chba.ca/SAMS 

• The CHBA National SAM Awards – Recognizing Housing Excellence – will be presented at the 2015 
National Conference in Halifax, Nova Scotia on March 6, 2015. The deadline for entries is Friday, 
November 7, 2014. Contact NationalSAMs@chba.ca with any questions 
 

The Residential Construction Industry: An Economic Powerhouse 

• With an economic impact of $120 billion in 2013, Canada’s residential construction industry is a 
giant. So how do we compare to other major industries in Canada? Based on 2010 Statistics 
Canada data, here’s how we stack up: 



 
o Our industry supports more jobs and pays more wages than any other industry measured. 
o Based on output, home building is second only to the oil and gas industry 
o We produce twice as much “product value” and generate more than seven times more 

wages than the automotive industry 
o We have a greater economic impact than the motor vehicle manufacturing and mining 

sectors combined 
• While all of Canada’s industrial sectors are important, residential construction delivers some unique 

benefits to Canada: 
o Ours is not a regional industry – we’re at work and creating jobs in every province and 

community across Canada 
o Residential construction is overwhelmingly composed of small businesses (led by local 

entrepreneurs) that hire local people and support local economies 
 

PROVINCIAL – ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.OHBA.CA  

Prepared by Steven Harris, Harris Management Group, WRHBA President 
 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Provincial Consultations of 2014 

• With the election complete and a Liberal majority government at the reigns, we can expect changes 
to come about stemming from the provincial consultations held last year in preparation of their 
evaluation of the development charges act as well as the planning decision making process 
including appeals to the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB).  OHBA is operating under the assumption 
that the Act will be opened “soon”.  As for implications in our Region, we can expect that the current 
method in which transit is calculated under the DC Act will be changed.  The Liberal platform stated 
specifically “ensure new residential development projects provide more revenue for transit”. OHBA 
will be engaged further during the next round of discussion and consultation on how a new formula 
for calculating transit DCs will be articulated in the new DC Act 

• Furthermore, this is within a broader context where there may be many other changes to the DC Act 
- some of which may be positive from our member’s perspective / others which may be negative 

• Transit will be just one piece within a larger “package” of reforms 
 
Conference, September 21-23, 2014, Ottawa         

• The three-day conference combines interactive and informative business sessions with the 
celebration of our 2014/2015 President and the Awards of Distinction 

• OHBA is pleased to announce that the Honourable Ted McMeekin, Minster of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, will be the keynote speaker at the President’s Gala.  This is the first opportunity the 
industry will have to hear from the Minister on key files of importance to the industry  

• Business Sessions: 



o A Housing and Economic Outlook Panel moderated by Neil Rodgers, Tribute Communities, 
with Ted Tsiakopoulos from CMHC and Robert Hogue from RBC the session, will discuss the 
future of the housing market in Ontario 

o An interactive Builders’ Panel with Steve Upton, Tridel, Jeff Paikin, New Horizon Homes, 
Jonathan Whyte, Mountainview Homes, and moderated by Josh Kardish, the Regional Group 

o Dave Hemstad: Comedian; Regular on CBC's The Debaters 
o Customer Service Excellence and best practices with Andrew Milne from BV02 
o Tarion Update, Smart Home Technology, NRCan update 

• Resolutions: 
1. Greenbelt – submitted by: OHBA Land Development Committee 
2. Illegal Building – submitted by: OHBA-Tarion Liaison Committee 
3. Construction Lien Act – submitted by: OHBA Executive Committee 
4. White Belt – submitted by: OHBA Land Development Committee 
5. OHBA College of Trades Advocacy – submitted by: OHBA Executive Committee 
6. Ontario Building Code – Six-Storey Wood-Frame Construction – submitted by: OHBA 

Technical Committee 
7. Transportation Planning Policy Statement – submitted by: OHBA Land Development 

Committee 
8. Respect for Rural Ontario and Small Business – submitted by: OHBA Executive Committee 
9. Exemption of Record of Site Condition for Temporary Roads – submitted by: OHBA Land 

Development Committee 
 

WSIB Premium Rates Unchanged For 2015  

• The Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) announced that in 2015, for the second 
consecutive year, premium rates will be maintained at current levels for the majority of employers 

• The WSIB Maximum Insurable Earnings Ceiling for 2015 is $85,200. This is an increase of 1.3 per 
cent from $84,100 in 2014. Changes to the Maximum Insurable Earnings Ceiling are directly linked 
to changes in average earnings in Ontario as measured by Statistics Canada, and provisions under 
the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act 
 

Species at Risk in Ontario  

• On June 27, 2014, the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) List (O. Reg. 230/08) was amended. 
These amendments resulted in the addition of three new endangered species to the SARO List 
(Mottled Duskywing, Riverine Clubtail, Eastern Small-footed Myotis (bat), three new threatened 
species to the SARO List (Lilliput, Threehorn Wartyback, Bank Swallow), two new special concern 
species to the SARO List (Eastern Wood-Pewee, Wood Thrush), the change of one species on the 
SARO List from endangered to threatened (Pugnose Shiner) and the change of two species on the 
SARO List from threatened to special concern (Eastern Musk Turtle, Crooked-stem Aster)  

• OHBA made a submission to the Ministry of Natural Resources in May supporting an amendment to 
O.Reg 242/08 in response to the additional species being added to the SARO list that support permit 
streamlining and transitional policies for these new species 
 

MTO - Corridor Permit Fee Structure  

• The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is currently reviewing their corridor permit fee structure. MTO 
currently reviews applications and issues permits for encroachments, building and land use (B&LU), 
entrances and signs to ensure safety, operating efficiency of public highways and to protect highway 
corridors for future expansion. The current fee structure was not developed on the basis of the 
recovery of administrative costs and the Ministry is now consulting with stakeholders as they 
consider moving to a full cost recovery model 

• The MTO is considering a number of changes to adjust the corridor management permit fee 
structure to: 

o Reflect the cost of administration/review 
o Minimize “cross-subsidization of fees” by basing fees on the complexity of the review, 

rather than the current structure based on the size of the development (for commercial 
development) 

o Move fees closer to full cost recovery (from current 35 per cent cost recovery to 
approximately 50 per cent cost recovery) 



o Include an annual inflationary increase 
• MTO will continue to consult with stakeholders including OHBA and finalize proposed changes to the 

fee structure and submit for approval through 2015/16. The proposed new fee structure will have a 
phased implementation period through 2016-2021 
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Regional DC Bylaw Review 

• We are pleased to advise that essentially, the approved bylaw increase reflects an over 40% 
reduction on the initial/proposed residential DC charge which came about following weeks of 
industry input. To be certain, this is a good news story resulting in a more palatable residential DC 
rate than what was initially proposed by the Region prior to the WRHBA’s advocacy efforts  

• Through our fact based accounting, the industry was successful in illustrating to council the negative 
impacts on the initially proposed 60% increase and the need to start consultative measures, with the 
industry, earlier in the background review study process.  This prime example of advocacy at its best 
resulted in heightening our credibility with our partners and elected officials and it came about 
through the collaborative efforts of many.  WRHBA’s Board of Directors gratefully appreciates and 
values the work by its member companies and their representatives* that assisted in addressing this 
complex issue 

• We are disappointed that the Region did not accede to our request for a delayed implementation of 
the new rate (we asked for 3 months).  We plan to provide the builder members with a letter 
informing them of our Association’s efforts advocating for low development charges and reducing the 
cost burden on the new home buyer.  We will also encourage the new home buyer to contact their 
Regional representative regarding the impact of development charges on housing affordability 

• *We acknowledge: 
o Kevin Fergin of Stantec Consulting Ltd, who spearheaded the Association’s efforts; 

working tirelessly and diligently to ensure that we were well organized and represented.  
Kevin reviewed all of the background information, itemized and oversaw actions and next 
steps, prepared briefs, deputations and made several presentations at various 
committees, all the while consulting and coordinating with countless others and provided 
timely communications and updates  

o Brad Trussler of Mattamy Homes for his involvement in reviewing the background 
development charge study, providing many questions of concern regarding the 
considerations made in the calculations, and drawing on the resources and experiences 
of Mattamy in other geographic jurisdictions in the province with respect to Development 
Charge reviews 

o And the thirty something member representatives that attended the public meeting in 
early June and a special call out to all that made deputations including:  

• Ian Cook, who stepped up last minute due to Kevin Fergin’s illness and provided 
the Association’s deputation;  

• Douglas Stewart who accompanied Ian wherein they provided key insights in 
response to questions by council; 

• Graem Jackson who provided a deputation and attended several, if not all of the 
various meetings on this matter; 

• Peter Armbruster for writing a top notch backgrounder on government-imposed 
costs, including development charges, in which to engage and enlighten elected 
officials as to who pays - the new home buyer! 

• Kevin Fergin, Dave Aston, Paul Puopolo and Douglas Stewart, for direct calling 
all regional councillors to convey the industry’s concerns 
 

November is Membership Month 

• Bring a potential new member to the November 13th dinner meeting, on us!  
• Featuring MP Phil McColman, Chair of the Conservative Housing and Construction Caucus 

 
 
 



WRHBA Volunteer Recognition 

• WRHBA would like to thank Ian Rawlings, after 15 years as Chair / Co-Chair of the Regional Liaison 
Committee, he is now retiring 

• Ian has been a member of WRHBA since 1996 
 

The Greater KW Chamber of Commerce is holding the following electoral forums: 

24-Sep Regional Chair/ Councillor Forum Crowne Plaza Kitchener-Waterloo 4:00-6:00pm 

25-Sep Waterloo Mayoral Candidate Forum Waterloo Rec Complex 4:00-6:00pm 

30-Sep Kitchener Mayoral Candidate Forum Kitchener City Hall 4:00-6:00pm 

1-Oct Woolwich Mayoral Candidate Forum Woolwich Memorial Centre 4:00-6:00pm 

• No registration required and there is no fee to attend 
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-08 
 

KGMS Annual Monitoring Report  
• This report is prepared every year for information at Committee of Council. The majority of data is 

summarized in a document that is available by contacting the WRHBA office 
 

Development Fees  
• The Corporation direction is to raise all 2015 User Fees by 3% from 2014 levels. The exception to 

this change is new fees and fees changing at a rate different than 3%. For new fees and where fees 
are not 3%, rationale or explanation will be provided from the 3 Divisions to the Liaison membership. 
This work is not complete to date but will be shared upon completion and ASAP 

• For example, the Building Enterprise will be looking to change fees by approx. 1.5% similar to last 
year. The Building Reserve Fund is in the black so an increase greater than 1.5% is not warranted 
with no new major capital expenses planned for 2015 

 

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning, WRHBA Board Member 
 

City Staff Changes 

• City staff advised on other internal staff movements and positions to be filled. Rafique Turk is the 
new Senior Development Engineer and this function has now been shifted from the Planning section 
to the Public Works section. Barbara Robinson is the new Director of Engineering.  The contact for 
WRHBA Liaison Committee is now Deanne Friess, Manager of Planning 

  
Updates on Zoning By-law 

• The public process on the Zoning By-law review will occur this Fall. Early consultation has occurred. 
The Committee has regular updates from the City on this matter  

  
Commercial Policy Review 

• The City has completed a commercial policy review and it will be considered by Council this Fall  
  
Staging of Development Report 

• The City will be going back to the process of preparing a regular Staging of Development report. The 
Committee has provided a number of key considerations for the report. Further updates will be 
provided 

 
Committee involvement 

• We could use a few more members on the Committee with builder/developer interest. The 
Committee is well represented with planning and engineering volunteers. Please contact WRHBA or 
Dave Aston of you are interested 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Consult 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings & past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 


