
 

 
 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committees, our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home 

Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Kevin Fergin, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA President 
 
Pre-Budget Submission Connects Housing With Growth and Prosperity  
As CHBA continues its Summer MP Campaign, the Association has completed its 2017 Pre-Budget Submission 
to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance. The Submission focuses on why housing and the 
residential construction industry must be key priorities to fulfill the government’s commitment to support 
Canadians, businesses and communities in achieving inclusive economic growth. Here are the Association’s 
priority recommendations for the federal government action:  
 
1) Help All Canadians Prosper by supporting increased housing affordability for Canadians in the middle-class 
and those aspiring to join it, and addressing the largest opportunity for GHG reductions in housing—energy 
retrofits—while curbing cash-only deals to protect Canadians. Measures include:  

 Support increased access for first-time home buyers  
 Remove tax glitches that inhibit new rental investment  
 Offer a home energy retrofit incentive coupled with EnerGuide ratings  
 Renovate older social housing stock  

 
2) Help Businesses Contribute to Economic Growth by focusing on jobs and innovation to ensure a thriving 
industry, advance productivity and support labour mobility. Measures include:  

 Innovate through R&D for better houses that cost less  
 Support housing research, data-gathering and analysis to improve decision-making  
 Support skilled trades training and inter-provincial harmonization of standards  

 
3) Help Communities Prosper by ensuring that infrastructure investments increase housing affordability and 
promote inclusive community development. Actions include:  

 Support transit-oriented development and complete communities  
 Mount a national campaign to promote inclusive communities  

 
New CHBA Website Launched  
CHBA’s new national website is now live, with more for members, and more for consumers—to bring more 
business to you. The new site delivers a contemporary and graphic look and feel, perfect for both mobile devices 
and larger screens, while continuing to deliver comprehensive information. The Find a Member profile functions 
of the site have also been enhanced to help consumers connect, and do business, with CHBA members. And 
there are more improvements, enhancements and member-only features to come.  
 
For members, the new website integrates a number of exclusive features that are automatically available when 
you login to the site. Login credentials have been emailed to all Association members currently listed in the 
CHBA member database. If you did not receive this notification, contact communications@chba.ca.  
 
All member firms of CHBA are strongly encouraged to register additional staff so they too also have full access 
to the member content, features and services delivered through the CHBA website. Whether it’s technical 
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issues, government relations content, marketing insights, urban issues, business management and much more, 
there is valuable content for everyone in CHBA member companies. To gain access for additional employees, 
simply send the names and email addresses for these employees to communications@chba.ca along with the 
member company’s name. Additional member services will be introduced through the new website over the 
coming months and all registered members will receive updates as these services become available. 
 
CHBA Releases Economic Impacts for 2015  
This month, CHBA released reports on the economic impacts of the residential construction industry nationally 
and by region across the country. These reports provide a significant foundation for CHBA’s advocacy to 
government.  
 
The new estimates show that, in 2015, the industry supported over 1 million jobs in new home construction, 
renovation and repair, and it continues to be one of the largest employers in Canada. One of every 18 workers in 
Canada is employed, directly or indirectly, in residential construction. Total wages paid in 2015 were $58.5 
billion. At the national level, construction of new homes represented 46% of total residential investment, while 
renovation and repair of existing homes accounted for 54%.  
 
The investment value of new homes, renovations and repairs in 2015 exceeded $128 billion, based on Statistics 
Canada Building Permits data. Commenting on the 2015 results, CHBA CEO Kevin Lee noted that, “at a time 
when many sectors of Canada’s economy continue to be challenged, it is reassuring to see that residential 
construction continues to be an important source of jobs, incomes and economic activity in every community 
across the country.”  
 
Each year, CHBA produces detailed economic impact data for the residential construction industry, drawing on 
data compiled by Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation and Statistics Canada. Analysis is conducted by 
Will Dunning Economic Research for the CHBA. Data are available at the national, provincial and territorial 
levels, and for 106 different regions and communities across the country. The full set of reports can be accessed 
on CHBA’s website http://www.chba.ca/CHBA/Housing_in_Canada/InformationStatistics.aspx  
 
First Homes Qualify for CHBA’s New Net Zero Energy Label  
CHBA has now qualified five Net Zero Energy (NZE) homes built by Reid’s Heritage Homes, and the first Net 
Zero Energy ready (NZEr) home built by Lucchetta Homes, under the Associations’ Net Zero Energy Labelling 
Program Pilot. These are the first homes to qualify for this prestigious recognition.  
 
A Net Zero Energy home is one that is designed, modelled and constructed to produce as much energy as it 
consumes on an annual basis. An NZEr home meets the same technical specifications as an NZE home, but 
doesn’t have the renewable energy generation installed yet—this is left for purchase/installation in the future.  
 
“The CHBA would like to congratulate the teams at Reid’s Heritage Homes and Lucchetta Homes for being the 
first to achieve this milestone under our new program.” says Sonja Winkelmann, Director, Net Zero Energy 
Housing. “We would also like to thank the CHBA’s NZE Qualified experts that supported the project — the 
Service Organization EnerQuality and Energy Advisor Andy Oding — for the third party testing and inspections. 
Together, the builders, their teams, and CHBA have reached a monumental point in Canadian housing.” 
  
“Our national Home Buyer Preference Study confirmed that today’s consumers are looking for energy efficient 
homes. The industry is ready and eager to deliver these NZE homes, the ultimate in energy efficiency, to 
Canada’s discerning homebuyers. Our Net Zero Energy Labelling Program identifies the best of the best in 
home energy efficiency, and provides Third Party confirmation for both the industry and the consumer,” says 
Kevin Lee, CHBA CEO.  
 
“The CHBA supports continued improvement in the performance of Canada’s housing through voluntary 
measures like the Net Zero Energy initiative, advancing innovation in our industry and providing excellent options 
for homebuyers, while at the same time protecting affordability. This Program will help to meet the housing 
aspirations of Canadians, and renew Canadian leadership in high performance housing,” said Lee.  
 
CHBA National Awards for Housing Excellence – Call for Judges  
Ever wondered how finalists are chosen or what the other award entries looked like? For the first time, CHBA is 
issuing a general call for judges for its 2017 National Awards for Housing Excellence competition. Now you can 
be a part of the judging process and see firsthand how stunning projects from across the country are narrowed 
down to an elite group of finalists. Whether you are a home builder, renovator, developer, manufacturer, trade 



contractor, designer or marketer, your experience and expertise are wanted. To learn more about being a CHBA 
judge, visit www.chba.ca/judging. 
 

PROVINCIAL – ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Kevin Fergin, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA President 
 
Ontario Municipal Board Review  
The provincial government is undertaking a review of the scope and effectiveness of the OMB. The Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and the Ministry of the Attorney General are working to develop proposed recommendations to 
improve how the OMB works within the broader system of land-use planning. 
 
A consultation paper will be released in the fall 2016 for further comment. Prior to the release of the consultation 
document, the province has requested to hear views from stakeholders on the following topics - Jurisdiction and 
powers; Meaningful citizen participation and local perspective; Clear/predictable decision making; Hearing 
procedures and practices; Alternative dispute resolution; and, Timely processes and decision making. 
 
OHBA submitted preliminary recommendations regarding the OMB Review on August 31 in a letter to the 
Attorney General and the Minister of Municipal Affairs. 
 
The Honourable Douglas Cunningham Releases Interim Progress Report on Tarion and ONHWPA 
The Honourable Douglas Cunningham has released his Interim Progress Report on the review of the Ontario 
New Home Warranties Plan Act (ONHWPA) and the Tarion Warranty Corporation (Tarion). 
 
The report summarizes the feedback he has received and outlines some preliminary thoughts on how to improve 
consumer protection, accountability, transparency, and board governance to help protect consumers buying new 
homes in Ontario. You can view the Interim Progress Report at https://www.ontario.ca/document/interim-
progress-report-review-ontario-new-home-warranties-plan-act-and-tarion-warranty-corporation. 
 
Please send any feedback you have to TarionReview@ontario.ca by October 14, 2016. This feedback will help 
develop final recommendations, which will be submitted to the Minister of Government and Consumer Services 
this Fall. 
 
Inclusionary Zoning  
In May the provincial government tabled legislation, Promoting Affordable Housing Act, 2016 (Bill 204), that will 
allow municipalities to force the inclusion of government-required affordable housing units in new residential 
projects. The province subsequently posted a proposed regulation under the Planning Act that would set the 
framework for Inclusionary Zoning as well as a consultation discussion guide. 
 
OHBA responded with a media release, “Inclusionary Zoning Will Only Work through Partnerships.” The 
legislation follows the release of the updated the Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy which OHBA 
responded that “Housing is Never Free – New Neighbours will pay the Bill for Inclusionary Zoning.” In advance of 
the legislation being introduced, OHBA and BILD created a Statement of Intent on Affordable Housing & 
Inclusionary Zoning.  The Statement of Intent outlines our principles for creating legislation to permit Inclusionary 
Zoning. 
 
The Urban Land Institute also released a new study on July 20th The Economics of Inclusionary Development 
which found that almost all cities in the United States offer various type of development incentives to offset the 
economic impacts the inclusionary policy has and that the inclusionary policies depend on market-rate 
development to be successful. 
 
Co-ordinated Review of Growth Plan and Greenbelt  
In May the provincial government announced proposed amendments to four Plans that were part of the Co-
ordinated Review. OHBA, along with BILD and HHHBA, responded to the announcement with a media release 
noting that the provincial government’s proposed amendments would mean less housing choice and higher 
prices for home buyers. Due to high interest in the review and in response to requests made by several 
municipalities and stakeholder organizations, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs has extended the deadline to 
receive comments to October 31st. 
 
A few key proposed amendments from the announcement included: Increasing intensification targets to a 
minimum of 60 per cent of all new residential development occurring annually in the built-up area (currently 40 



per cent); Increasing the designated greenfield area density target in the Growth Plan to a minimum of 80 
residents and jobs per hectare (currently 50); Establishing stronger environmental, agricultural and planning 
criteria in the Growth Plan for settlement area boundary expansions; Requiring the province, in collaboration with 
municipalities, to identify and map an agricultural system for the entire Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH); 
Identifying a natural heritage system in the GGH outside the Greenbelt Area; and, Four parcels of land identified 
by the City of Hamilton and Niagara Region would be added to the Greenbelt. 
 
The government has proposed changes to the four Plans captured in the Co-ordinated Review and are looking 
for feedback, the Plans include: Proposed Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2016; Proposed 
Greenbelt Plan (2016); Proposed Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (2016); and, the Proposed Niagara 
Escarpment Plan, 2016. 
 
OHBA is seeking input from members as we prepare our submission to government - please share your 
comments, questions and concerns to OHBA Policy Director Mike Collin-Williams. 
 
OHBA/OBOA Joint Training on SB-12 2017  
Following the recently published revised Supplementary Standard SB-12 (Energy Efficiency Requirements for 
Housing), effective on January 1, 2017, OHBA and OBOA are pleased to announce joint training sessions on 
SB-12 2017 across Ontario this fall through EnerQuality. 
 
OHBA and OBOA members are eligible for a member rate of $50 +HST. For more information and registration, 
please check out EnerQuality’s website: http://www.enerquality.ca/training/  
 
Final Report on Ontario’s Underground Economy in the Residential Construction Sector  
In the winter and spring of 2016, former Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Finance, Laura Albanese 
conducted consultations with the residential construction industry on behalf of the Government of Ontario. This 
report summarizes participants’ feedback and recommendations for addressing the underground economy in the 
residential construction industry. Click here to access the final report entitled, Addressing Ontario’s Underground 
Economy in the Residential Construction Sector: Final Report for the Minister of Finance. 
Key highlights and recommendations include: 

 Strengthen collaboration and information sharing within and across governments, industry and regulatory 
agencies, boards and commissions, and industry associations. 

 Increase public awareness, including partnering with regulatory or industry organizations to raise public 
awareness of the impact of participating in the underground economy. 

 Reduce participation in the underground economy through incentives and accountability, including 
holding homeowners responsible for their actions in the underground economy and encouraging 
homeowners to work with reputable contractors through incentives such as the Green Energy Fund. 

 Encourage or make it easier for contractors and subcontractors to be compliant, by reviewing best 
practices in other jurisdictions and exploring the development of a system to level the playing field and 
enhance safety for all businesses, subcontractors and contractors. 
 

The Minister of Finance will review the final report and use the feedback and recommendations to inform the 
development of future actions to address the underground economy in Ontario. The government will continue to 
strengthen partnerships with the residential construction sector to enhance worker and consumer protection and 
maintain tax fairness. 
 
If you have additional comments that you would like to provide on addressing the underground economy in the 
residential construction sector, please contact Stephen Hamilton. 
 
Metrolinx - Regional Transportation Review  
A review of the GTHA’s first Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), The Big Move, is underway. The review 
provides an opportunity to take stock of Big Move projects and supports working toward the completion of an 
updated RTP in 2017. The review and update of the RTP will happen in phases. 
 
To complete Phase 1 of the review, Metrolinx has published "Discussion Paper for the Next Regional 
Transportation Plan". This discussion paper presents an opportunity for all partners and stakeholders in 
planning, building and implementing the region’s transportation system to reflect on how well it is working today, 
and how its performance may change in the future. Comments are due on October 31, 2016 – please submit any 
comments, questions, recommendations or concerns to OHBA Director of Policy, Mike Collins-Williams. 
 



Conservation Authorities Review  
Last year, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry initiated a review of the Conservation Authorities Act 
by posting a discussion paper to the Environmental Registry to which OHBA submitted recommendations to the 
Ministry last fall. This spring the Ministry identified five priorities for updating the legislation: Strengthen oversight 
and accountability in decision-making; Increase clarity and consistency in roles and responsibilities, processes 
and requirements; Improve collaboration and engagement among all parties involved in resource management; 
Modernize funding mechanisms to support conservation authority operations; and, Enhance flexibility for the 
province to update the Conservation Authorities Act in the future. 
 
A consultation document “Conserving Our Future” was posted to the Environmental Registry (012-7583) in May 
representing the next stage of the legislative review. The posting will be open for comment until September 9, 
2016. OHBA is now finalizing our response to the consultation document – OHBA is seeking feedback from 
members – please send comments to OHBA Policy Director Mike Collins-Williams. 
 
Proposed Regulation Changes on Repair Warranty  
The Ministry of Government and Consumer Services has posted the proposed regulation changes on Repair 
Warranty on the Regulatory Registry. The following documents were published for the consultation: 

 Repair Warranty – Regulatory Impact Statement 
 Repair Warranty – Proposed Regulation Changes 
 Builder Bulletin 50 – Repair Warranty 

 
OHBA will be organizing a roundtable meeting with Tarion to discuss the proposed regulation changes on Repair 
Warranty to inform our submission to the consultation. Please contact Pauline Lip for more information. 
 
A Wetland Conservation Strategy for Ontario 2016-2030  
In 2014, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) was given a mandate to work with other 
ministries, municipalities and partners to review Ontario’s wetland conservation framework and identify 
opportunities to stop the net loss of wetlands.  As a first step in the process, MNRF released Wetland 
Conservation in Ontario: A Discussion Paper in July 2015. OHBA responded to the discussion paper with a 
submission last fall that supported a mitigation hierarchy and we worked closely with a number of industry 
stakeholders supporting biodiversity offsetting. 
 
On August 8th, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry released A Wetland Conservation Strategy for 
Ontario 2016-2030 which was posted on Ontario’s Environmental Registry (EBR 012-7675) and includes a clear 
vision, goals and outcomes for wetlands in Ontario and sets out a series of actions the government will 
incrementally undertake over the next 15 years to improve wetland conservation. OHBA is seeking comments 
and inputs from members as we prepare a submission due to the government on November 16, 2016. Please 
send comments to OHBA Policy Director Mike Collins-Williams. 
 
Ontario to License Home Inspectors  
On August 17, 2016, Minister of Government and Consumer Services Marie-France Lalonde announced 
Ontario's intent to introduce legislation this fall that would, if passed, regulate the province's home inspection 
industry in order to better protect consumers. 
If passed, the proposed changes would: 

 Require home inspectors to be licensed with proper qualifications. 
 Set minimum standards for contracts, home inspection reports, disclosures, and the performance of 

home inspections. 
 Establish an independent Administrative Authority to administer and enforce the home inspection 

licensing legislation and associated regulations. 
 

LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.WRHBA.COM  
Prepared by Kevin Fergin, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA President 
 
Region of Waterloo Development Charges Background Study 
As expected, the Region of Waterloo has released its draft by-law related to the Region’s Development Charges 
Background Study on Transit and Waste Management Services.  In that this is the first review of these items, it 
serves as a Provincial ‘testing ground’ for the recent changes to the DC Act and potentially Bylaw precedence.  
In anticipation of a review, WRHBA’s Board of Directors retained the services of the Altus Group to conduct an 
initial review.   



 
Ahead of receiving their report, the Association commissioned an internal Ad-hoc committee, comprised of 
industry experts, to review and provide feedback on the Altus report ahead of our submitting it to the Region, and 
to determine next steps.  In conjunction with this, a meeting with Regional staff was pre-set and is scheduled for 
tomorrow.   Following the initial ad-hoc committee meeting, the Board approved further funds to retain legal 
counsel and a transportation consultant to further our review and response to the Region.  In addition to 
tomorrow’s meeting with the Region to go over our concerns with the Background Study, the Association is 
poised to make a deputation, through its legal counsel, at the Statutory Public meeting set for Tuesday 
September 13, 4p.m. at Regional Headquarters.  WRHBA would like to express its sincere thanks to all Ad-hoc 
committee members for their time and efforts on this matter.  
 
Upcoming meeting dates:  

 September 9, 2016 @ 2PM - Industry Stakeholder (WRHBA) Meeting w/ Region Staff 
 September 13, 2016 @ 4PM, Regional Council Chamber – Statutory Public Meeting 
 October 4, 2016, Regional Council Chamber – Steering Committee recommendations to 

Admin/Finance Committee 
 October 19, 2016, Regional Council Chamber – Admin/Finance Committee recommendations to 

Council for Approval of DC Bylaw  
 

BUILDER BULLETIN #28 (“BB28”) ROUNDTABLE  
Prepared by Robson Carpenter LLP 
 
General 
Tarion is intending to split BB28 into 3 different categories: one for condominium types C and D (mid/high rise), 
one for condominium types A and B and one for freehold. Drafts of BB28 for condominium types C and D as well 
as the freehold BB28 were reviewed and discussed at the meeting. Tarion is hoping to have Board approval of 
the revised documents in October 2016 with implementation of the revised documents in mid-2017. 
 
Release of Security for Condominium Types C and D – Proposed Changes 
With respect to condominium types C and D, the most significant change being proposed is the timing of the risk 
assessment Tarion completes on each builder. Tarion is proposing to no longer complete a risk assessment of a 
builder at the time of Tarion registration. All registrants will be required to put up $20,000 per unit in security.  
Tarion is proposing the risk assessment take place at the time of release of security.   
 
Tarion proposes to have 4 levels of security release from lowest risk to highest risk.  One of the most important 
factors in the risk assessment will be the number of projects completed.  The greater the number of projects 
completed, the more favourable the security release terms.   
 
Attendees at the roundtable questioned whether the required number of completed projects Tarion is currently 
proposing for each risk category are realistic given that it takes on average two years to complete construction of 
a high rise project. 
 
Security for Freehold – Proposed Changes 
The security assessment for freehold builders will still take place at the time of registration with Tarion.  Tarion 
proposes to change the focus of the security assessment away from the financial assessment rating to how long 
a builder has been registered with Tarion.  This change will have the greatest impact on those builders will less 
than seven years’ experience as it will likely increase the amount of security those builders are required to post 
with Tarion. 
 
Deposit Trust Agreements 
Attendees at the roundtable once again advocated for Tarion to open up the availability of deposit trust 
agreements to new builders.  Tarion is reluctant to do so, although Tarion may look into allowing deposit trust 
agreements for freehold builders with at least one completed project. 
 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Visit 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings & past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 


