
 

 
 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committees, our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home 

Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.CHBA.CA 

Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
CHBA Welcomes New Liberal Government  
On November 4th, CHBA welcomed the swearing-in of Prime Minister Trudeau and several new Ministers 
with housing-related portfolios.  
 
The new government has plans to increase investment in municipal infrastructure and transit, modernize 
and index the RRSP Home Buyers’ Plan, and encourage rental housing construction, all of which can 
support housing affordability. Given the importance of housing to Canadians, and the key role of the 
residential construction sector to the economy, CHBA will continue to seek measures to address 
affordability, jobs, and the underground economy. 
 
Getting Ready for the Second CHBA Home Buyer Preference Survey It’s almost time for the second 
CHBA Home Buyer Preference Survey. More than 1,500 home buyers participated in our first-of-its-kind 
CHBA survey carried out by Avid Ratings Canada last year.  
 
Given the value it brings to participating companies and to the Association, CHBA is aiming for even more 
member participation in this year’s survey, which begins in January. It’s very easy to be part of it – you 
need only provide the names and email addresses for your home buyers from the past two years (one year 
if you participated last year). In return, you get a custom company report based on your customers’ input 
covering more than 50 in-depth areas of home design, building features, buying preferences, and 
demographics. Participating builders also get 60% off the cost of the national report, which includes 
provincial-level data and online access that allow custom analysis to reflect each builder’s business 
interests and region. For more information, visit www.chba.ca/buyersurvey. 
 

PROVINCIAL – ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.OHBA.CA  

Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
Ontario Government Announces No New Land Transfer Tax  
On Tuesday December 1st, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister McMeekin announced 
that the Municipal Land Transfer Tax (MLTT) will not be extended as an option to municipalities other than 
Toronto.  
 
In his remarks, Minister McMeekin noted that not a single municipality asked for the municipal land transfer 
tax power during the consultation on the municipal act.  OHBA’s submission opposed the MLTT.  OHBA 
President John Meinen noted that, "OHBA supported MPP Clark’s proposed motion to stop the MLTT. New 
home purchasers are going to see new neighbour taxes continue to be increased and allowing 
municipalities to add a municipal land transfer tax would only have made it more difficult for people to find 
new homes they can afford. Yesterday's announcement is good news, but we need to do more to ensure 
homes remain affordable for people to purchase in communities across Ontario.” 
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Working with OREA, OHBA reached out to our local associations to support the campaign against the 
MLTT.  A number of local associations worked with their local real estate boards on this campaign.  On 
Friday, November 27th the Greater Ottawa HBA along with OREA hosted MPP Steve Clark to support his 
motion to stop the MLTT.  
 
Last week, OHBA President John Meinen reiterated these concerns and expressed OHBA’s opposition to 
the MLTT directly to Premier Wynne when she visited Mitchell, Ontario.  
 
Smart Growth for Our Communities Act  
The Smart Growth for Our Communities Act (Bill 73), introduced this spring, received Second Reading at 
the end of September. The Act proposes to amend both the Planning Act and the Development Charges 
Act and has just wrapped up a clause-by-clause review by the Standing Committee on Social Policy. It is 
anticipated to move forward to Third Reading & Royal Assent imminently. A brief update of the status of Bill 
73 and OHBA advocacy: 

 The May joint OHBA/BILD Land Committee meeting hosted the Ministry for a consultation with 
members. 

 The June 3rd OHBA submission and recommendations to improve the Smart Growth for Our 
Communities Act (EBR 012-3651) is available here. 

 In the late summer OHBA met with Premier Wynne and Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister 
McMeekin directly to discuss the legislation. 

 Throughout the summer OHBA staff and volunteers had numerous meetings with Ministry officials. 

 On Nov 2nd both OHBA (Neil Rodgers & Joe Vaccaro) and BILD (Bryan Tuckey & Steve Deveaux) 
presented to the Standing Committee on Social Policy – you can check out the presentations on the 
OHBA YouTube channel. 

 The Nov 9th OHBA submission to the Standing Committee on Social Policy is available here. 

 On Nov 9th the WRHBA (Douglas Stewart) presented to the Standing Committee. 

 On Nov 19th OHBA provided the Ministry with a technical submission specific to a proposed 
development charges regulation available here. 

 
OHBA & BILD had volunteer members appointed to a Planning Act stakeholders working group and to the 
Development Charges Act Steering Committee as well as three technical DC sub-groups that met regularly 
throughout the summer. This was a very extensive and detailed technical process that included two 
technical and confidential submissions to the Ministry finance branch. The Planning Committee has 
continued to meet this fall and has a ninth meeting scheduled next week. Following the conclusion of the 
working group process, the Minister will consider regulations to support the implementation of an amended 
Planning Act and Development Charges Act. 
 
Recommendations for Changes to College of Trades Released  
The Tony Dean Review of the Ontario College of Trades has been released.  The government appointed 
Tony Dean last year to review OCOT. As part of the consultation Dean visited 15 different local home 
builders’ associations and met directly with 50 OHBA members.  
 
The Report makes 28 recommendations which include: 

 A robust system for future trade classification reviews that take place outside of OCOT structure; 

 A new criteria for journeyperson-to-apprentice ratio reviews which incorporates data related to 
demographic and labour market information, economic impact and the demand for skilled trades in 
different regions across the provinces; 

 New options for employers and workers to appeal OCOT enforcement actions so that enforcement 
targets underground economy and high-risk activities. 

 
OHBA is pleased to chair the Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance (OSTA) and we have issued a media release 
through OSTA responding to the Dean Report.  OHBA will also be working closely with the Ontario 
Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Ontario Government Climate Change Strategy  



In late November the province released the Climate Change Strategy. The strategy lays out the 
government's vision for securing a healthy, clean and prosperous low-carbon future by transforming the 
way we live, move, work and adapt to our environment. The strategy also supports Ontario's proposed cap 
and trade program, which will help Ontario meet its emissions reduction targets, reward innovative 
companies and ensure that households and businesses thrive as the province transitions to a low-carbon 
economy. 
 
Ontario's Climate Change Strategy outlines the steps the government will take, including: 

• Introducing climate legislation that would establish a long-term framework for action and make the 
cap and trade program law in Ontario. 

• Integrating climate change mitigation and adaptation considerations into government decision-
making and infrastructure planning. 

• Introducing changes to government operations, procurement, employee training, building retrofits 
and in other areas to help government move towards carbon neutrality. 

• Developing a co-ordinated approach to reduce emissions from new and existing buildings. 
• Reducing emissions from transportation by promoting the uptake of zero emission and plug-in 

hybrid vehicles. 
 
OHBA has engaged directly with the Ministry and has also consulted with members and local associations 
and submitted comments and recommendations to the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 
responding to a discussion paper in the spring. OHBA also recently met with the provincial Climate Change 
Directorate to discuss OHBA recommendations including an energy targeted Home Renovation Tax Credit, 
supporting intensification and transit oriented development as well as enable mandatory home energy 
rating and disclosure on resale of existing homes. 
 
Seeking Builders for Ontario New Homes Radon Survey  
OHBA has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Radiation Safety Institute of Canada to 
conduct voluntary radon testing on 200 new homes across Ontario. As recommended by Health Canada, a 
long-term test (for 90-100 days) will be conducted during the upcoming heating season to give a better 
indication of the annual average radon concentration. To maintain privacy, participating builders and their 
homes will not be disclosed as part of the survey. OHBA is seeking an additional 30 builders to participate 
in the radon survey. Builders who are interested in participating in the radon survey should contact Pauline 
Lip (plip@ohba.ca). 
 
Ontario Introduces New Waste Free Ontario Act  
On November 26th, Ontario introduced the Waste-Free Ontario Act, Bill 151 that, if passed, would divert 
more waste from landfills and help fight climate change. The proposed legislation would encourage 
producers to turn more of their waste into new products by requiring them to take full responsibility for their 
products and packaging. The province also posted a draft Waste Free Ontario Strategy (EBR 012-5834) for 
public and stakeholder feedback. The draft strategy provides a roadmap for Ontario to transition to a 
province that produces zero waste and zero greenhouse gas pollution from waste. 
 
OHBA previously participated in consultations on waste diversion legislation and made a submission 
respond to the Role of Waste Diversion in the Green Economy in 2010 and a submission in 2013 on the 
Waste Reduction Strategy & Waste Reduction Act (which was never passed) with recommendations 
related to extended producer responsibility. 
 
AODA: New Accessibility Requirements Effective January 1, 2016  
Private and not-for-profit employers with 50 or more employees in Ontario take note. In addition to the 
existing requirement that employers provide individualized workplace emergency response information to 
employees with disabilities, large organizations will have to meet new requirements, effective January 1, 
2016: 

 Make your public information accessible when asked (work with the person to figure out how to 
meet their needs as soon as possible); and 

 Make your employment practices accessible (make how you hire, retain and provide career 
development opportunities accessible, and document your processes for developing individual 
accommodation plan and return-to-work plans.) 

mailto:plip@ohba.ca


 
For more information on the requirements and deadlines for businesses and non-profits, click on this link: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/accessibility-rules-businesses-and-non-profits. 
 
OHBA Housing Issues – Fall 2015  
The OHBA Housing Issues Status Report - Fall 2015 is now available on the OHBA website. The report is a 
comprehensive source on major provincial housing issues that are currently being addressed or monitored 
by OHBA. The report provides a brief overview on the status of various issues as well as external links to 
access more detailed information.  
 
Permits To Take Water – Draft Regulation  
OHBA is pleased that draft regulations for the development of a Short Term Water Taking Environmental 
Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) were recently posted on the Environmental Registry (EBR Number: 
012-5724). OHBA previously responded with a submission that was generally supportive of a Technical 
Paper proposal that led to this draft regulation. 
 
OHBA encourages members to review the proposal and submit comments back to Mike Collins-Williams to 
assist OHBA in preparing a supportive response outlining any areas that we think require adjustments. In 
brief, the draft regulation includes: 

1. Transition of certain water takings from Permit To Take Water (PTTW) to EASR if eligible: 
a) Surface water takings used for road construction and maintenance purposes; and 
b) Construction dewatering where taking is not expected to exceed more than 400,000L/day. 

2. Clarification that passive in-stream diversion for construction purposes is not a water taking; 
3. Exemption from needing a PTTW for active in-stream pump for the purpose of creating or 

maintaining a dewatered construction site if erosion and sedimentation measures are in place; 
4. Exemption from PTTW requirements for the development, restoration or maintenance of a wetland; 

and 
5. Exemption from PTTW requirements for weirs that are not involved in hydroelectric generation. 

 
The posting is for a 45 day public comment period (November 20, 2015, to January 04, 2016). 
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Maria Kyveris, Country Green Homes Inc., WRHBA Director  
 
AMANDA System 
City of Kitchener is reviewing their AMANDA system to include a portal for Site Plan and Draft Plan 
Applications.  This would allow developers, consultants and others to review the status of their application 
online.  The City hopes to have something in place in the next couple of years.  It is anticipated that Site 
Plan applications would come online first followed by Draft Plan.  Please contact Linda Cooper with any 
questions related to this matter.  
 
Integrated Stormwater Management Master Plan-Progress Update 
The City of Kitchener through Aquafor Beech Ltd. is continuing with the development of an Integrated 
Stormwater Management (SWM) Master Plan for the City of Kitchener to update the City’s 2001 SWM 
Policy Study.  The Integrated SWM Master Plan will serve as a decision support tool, a methodology for the 
prioritization of works and will serve as a transparent community process by which the City can establish 
stormwater management guidelines and polities for the next 15 years.  The City is following the guidelines 
of a Class Environmental Assessment for the review of this Master Plan.  It is the City’s goal to be at 
council with the recommendation about the plan in March 2016.   
 
Available information to date can be found at www.kitchener.ca/stormwatermasterplan.ca.  For further 
information please contact Mr. Nick Gollan at nick.gollan@kitchener.ca.   
 
Revised Changes to Section C4 of the Development Manual-Traffic Calming 
Recommendations regarding traffic calming measures within new plans of subdivisions was brought to 
council December 7, 2015.  Please refer to www.kitchener.ca for further details.  
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New Signs in Subdivisions – Revised Policy 
Given delays experienced by the industry with the installation of permanent street signs, City of Kitchener 
staff reviewed their policy and developed a new policy to address feedback from the industry. A brief 
summary of the proposed policy is as follows: 

 There will no longer be temporary signs required.  

 The developer is responsible for the installation and maintenance of the signs for 2 years but the 
City’s sign shop will manufacture them. 

 Once the traffic control plan is approved the developer will contact the City to arrange for the signs to 
be made up.  

 There will be a cost of $130 per sign and $150 per post added to the Letter of Credit.  
 
This policy will come into effect January 1, 2016.  For questions please contact Linda Cooper at 
linda.cooper@kitchener.ca  
 

CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Voss, Activa Group 
 
Uptown Community Improvement Plan Study 
The Uptown Community Improvement Plan (CIP) was approved by Council in the Summer of 2015. The 
CIP identifies new community improvement projects/initiatives for the Uptown to promote employment and 
affordable housing. The approval of the CIP provides the legal framework for Council to initiate any or all of 
the programs and initiatives included in the CIP. The Economic Development Department will be advancing 
a program to Council.   
 
Parkland Dedication By-law 
A new parkland dedication by-law (By-law No. 2015-044) was enacted by Council in August, 2015. The by-
law provides a reduced rate of parkland dedication for residential development in the Uptown exceeding 
100 residential units for hectare. Parkland dedication is exempt for office and ground floor commercial uses 
in a Mixed Use building in the Uptown and industrial development/redevelopment city wide.   
 
Zoning By-law Update 
The Zoning By-law update is being undertaken by City Staff. A draft will be released for public consultation 
early 2016.   
 
Urban Design Manual 
Staff advised that a draft of the manual was undergoing internal staff review. Liaison Committee members 
requested an opportunity to review the manual before being considered by Council. Staff noted that they 
were targeting early 2016 for Council consideration.   
 
Beavercreek Meadows District Plan Update and EA 
Staff are targeting a January Council meeting for consideration of the Beavercreek Meadows District Plan 
and Beaver Creek Road EA.   
 
Sanitary Master Plan 
The purpose of the study is to determine capacity and identify future upgrades to accommodate growth to 
the 2031 planning horizon. Monitoring major trunk flows was included as part of the Study. Preliminary 
analysis indicates that the City is in pretty good shape to deal with growth up to 2031.   
 
Northdale EA/Master Plan 
IBI Group has been retained to undertake the Northdale EA/Master Plan. Hydro noted concerns regarding 
zero lot lines and maximum setbacks instead of minimum setbacks because of the location of trunk 
feeders.  
 
Columbia Street West, Class ‘C’ EA from Erbsville Road to Fischer-Hallman 
EA was considered at the December 2, 2015 Council meeting. Staff will file notice of completion and 
commence the 30 day review period. The City intends to tender the project in early 2016.   
 

mailto:linda.cooper@kitchener.ca


Station Area Plans 
Targeting early 2016 for public consultation of draft Station Area Plans. 
 
 
 
 

 

WRHBA Corporate Sponsors 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Visit 

www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings & past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 


