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Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number 
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and 

development issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association 
coordinates our advocacy efforts with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home 

Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at 
www.wrhba.com for back issues. 

 
NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Brian Blackmere, Reid’s Heritage Group; WRHBA 1st Vice President; 
Member of Urban Council (CHBA)  
 
Urban Council meeting is scheduled for February 25 in Quebec City and the agenda for the day has 
been issued. Items for discussion and action are as follows: 
 

• A review of the benefits of toolkits on emerging issues, reducing approvals barriers and getting 
faster action on infrastructure projects. These toolkits have been available to members since 
October 31st. 

• Finalize new toolkit on housing affordability and accessibility. 
• Peter Gilgan from Mattamy Homes will be speaking about development charges. 
• Plan It Calgary will be presenting their growth management plan and an evaluation of how it has 

been received by the building industry. 
• C.D. Howe Institute will be making a presentation on the effect of land transfer taxes on the 

housing market. 
• Conference Board of Canada will be making a presentation on setting priorities for future 

infrastructure investment and opportunities for the residential construction industry. 
• I will be updating Council on the progress being made on the Broadening Housing Choice 

toolkit. 
• The Canadian Urban Transit Association will be speaking on long-term directions for investment 

in public transit and the resulting opportunities created for the residential development industry. 
 
WRHBA continues to work with BILD, CHBA Calgary and CHBA New Brunswick on the preparation of 
a toolkit related to “Broadening Housing Choice”. The toolkit is being formatted to break the issue into 4 
distinct areas as follows: 
 
A A brochure that can be used by local HBAs outlining how the home building industry is actively 

producing a wide variety of new housing types. The goal is to change the current image of CHBA 
as being primarily an organization representing builders of single family homes in suburban 
settings. 

 

B A toolkit providing insight and advice on how best to counter ratepayer opposition to increased 
density and innovative development proposals. 
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C A brief document outlining specific regulatory reforms needed to facilitate higher density 
development for use with provincial and municipal governments. 

 

D A brief CHBA policy statement on renovation and conversion as part of expanding choice and 
increasing the density of development. This would contain advocacy elements relating to 
regulatory reform to permit secondary suites and conversions. 

  
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA 
Prepared by Eric Kraushaar, Churchill Homes Ltd., WRHBA President, 2008-2009 
 
Board of Directors Meeting January 12, 2009 
Reports received of meetings with:  

• Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs, concerning frustration over lack of progress in settling aboriginal 
land claims;  

• Minister of Labour about the workers compensation, and expanding the catch basin of the 
people that are included in that; 

• Minister on Housing and Municipal Affairs about the provincial government uploading services 
from the municipalities and giving the impression that it will free up working money for the 
municipalities. The expectation from the ministry is that they are going to reduce the pressure 
and demands on increasing development charges. 

• Ongoing discussions by the Land Development Committee concerning changes to legislation for 
brownfields development. 

 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Eric Kraushaar, Churchill Homes Ltd., WRHBA President, 2008-2009 
 

• We had correspondence in the late fall with our federal MP’s to provide input for the members 
caucus meeting into what we would like to see in the January 2009 budget. 

• We provided both a written and an oral presentation to the Regions in response to the draft 
official plan. 

• We had articles published in the Record and in the Ideal Homes magazine, both in January, 
reflecting on the positive aspects of buying a home at this time. 

• President and EO presentation to Conestoga College students on February 12 currently 
enrolled in a Carpentry Class. 

• WRHBA is a nominee in the Non profit/charitable category in this year’s Awards of Excellence, a 
KW Chamber Of Commerce Annual Event.   

• CMHC has launched, for the Kitchener metropolitan area, a New Home Sales Survey, as of 
January 2009. Builders should start getting calls asking for reports on sales of new homes for 
the prior month. This will provide timely and reliable market information. 

 
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
The primary focus of the meeting related to the draft of the Station Area Plan Pilot Project Part Two-
Infrastructure Assessment prepared by the IBI Group.  The preliminary findings of this review 
demonstrated that the Region, Area Municipalities and the other infrastructure providers 
(Communication, Hydro and Gas) need to review all existing information related to their services to 
define location, size, condition and constraints from additional servicing areas to assist with 
reurbanization/redevelopment projects.  Coordination of reurbanization developments and the rapid 
transit is essential.  Master Planning Studies related to infrastructure will be required and must be 
considered comprehensively.  Based on their initial review there is significant implications to replacing 

http://www.ohba.ca/
http://www.wrhba.com/
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existing infrastructure to meet the needs of the rapid transit initiative and reurbanization/redevelopment 
future projects.  Estimating costs is a significant challenge.    
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday April 1st. 
 
 REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
The Regional Liaison Committee met Thursday Feb 2, 2009. The main topic of discussion for the 
Committee remains the Land Budget associated with the new Draft Regional Official Plan. Comments 
from the public for both the Land Budget and the new ROP were to be submitted to the Region before 
the end of January, although comments continue to be received. WRHBA did provide comments to the 
Region on behalf of the membership and a copy of that submission can be obtained by contacting the 
office. 
 
The Land Budget remains as one of the key cornerstones to the new ROP and while much work has 
gone into this document by Regional staff, the methodology and regulations delivered by Queens Park 
continue to be a moving target, as well as being the source of many of the challenges which have been 
directed toward the document and the conclusions reached regarding the adequacy of the supply of 
land designated to meet the growth forecasts assigned to the Region. Regional staff are now in the 
process of reviewing the public comments and submissions with the intent of bringing a summary back 
to Regional Planning and Works Committee in the next quarter of 2009. 
 
The Committee also had a brief update on the Contaminated Sites Protocol which is under 
development and will be brought forward to the committee for review shortly. 
 
Finally, the Regional Transportation Master Plan is continuing forward with the intent that this work will 
feed into the new ROP either before it is adopted by Regional Council or before it is approved by the 
Minister. 
 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Immediate Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Development Charges 
The City of Kitchener is undertaking a DC background study in preparation for a new Draft DC By-law 
that will replace the existing By-law which expires June 30, 2009.  An industry meeting was held on 
November 27, 2008 with industry stakeholders and staff.  The City has hired Hemson to undertake the 
study and prepare the Background Report.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 20th and items 
for discussion will include: 

- Growth Forecasts & Growth Related Capital Programs  
- Service Level & Service Category 
- Schedule Update 

 
Building Code Issues   
Near Full-Height insulation on foundation walls is a new Building Code requirement for ALL new 
residential occupancies within Part 9 where the application was filed after Dec. 31, 2008. 
 
Approvals Process Review 
A sub-Committee was struck to review the causes of delays in the development review process for site 
plans. A list of concerns was compiled both from the City’s perspective as well as the Industry’s 
perspective.  A summary of the concerns can be found on the latest WRHBA E-News blog. 
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Subdivision Design Manual 
Staff are in the process of updating and revising their Subdivision Design Manual. A sub-Committee of 
the Liaison Committee will provide input during the review process. City staff was to present a report on 
December 5th to DTS Committee Council to appoint the consultant. 
 
Kitchener Growth Management 
WRHBA has two representatives on the Community Advisory Group that is providing input on this 
initiative (Peter Armbruster and Paul Britton).  WRHBA has provided written comments regarding the 
Background Study that has been prepared. The final report to DTS and Council will take place in 
March. This document should be reviewed by any WRHBA member doing business in Kitchener as it 
relates to future development opportunities and constraints. 
 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  
 
The City is preparing a report to obtain Council direction on the Development Charges review. The 
report considers the creation or area specific development charge area(s) and removing the downtown 
area exemptions. Financial incentive mechanisms are being considered as the alternative to DC 
exemptions. The City has been consulting with the Liaison Committee and if there are any questions, 
please contact Dave Aston.    
 
A growth management study has been commissioned and is underway. The study will identify 
opportunities for intensification and assess greenfield density targets. City staff will also be providing 
comments to Council on the new Regional Official Plan this month. 
 
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON   
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
The primary focus of the January Meeting was a social lunch to review past accomplishments and 
begin setting the agenda for the coming year. 
  
In the coming year the ongoing review of the new City of Waterloo Official; implementation of 
amendments to the Planning Act; Site Plans and ongoing monitoring of the Development Charge and 
Building Permits Activity are some of the highlights of upcoming priorities.  
  
Roslyn Lusk, P.Eng., P.E. has joined the City to fill the newly created position of Senior Project 
Engineer. Roslyn has over 13 years of engineering experience and comes to us from Conestoga-
Rovers where she has been a Project Manager involved in both municipal and private sector work. She 
also has civil consulting experience from a tenure at Totten Sims Hubicki & Associates and has taught 
post-graduate courses at Conestoga College in the Engineering Department.  
  
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday February 26th. 

 
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Committee Chair, Eric Saulesleja, GSP Group, WRHBA Director 
 
No report at this time.  


