
 

 
 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

Waterloo Region Home 
Builders’ Association 
Advocacy in Action 

February 2010 
 

 
Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 

committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and 
development issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association 

coordinates our advocacy efforts with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home 
Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at 

www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
 

NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
Meetings with all 4 of our local Members of Parliament took place through late November to mid-
December really press them on two important issues both of which need to be tabled during the next 
budget related discussions. 

 
• To take immediate action to index the GST rebate thresholds established when the GST was 

implemented in 1991 and to emulate the progressive tax structure we negotiated relative to the 
HST in Ontario. We will need to press the Province to review and index the $400,000 to 
$500,000 thresholds related to the HST in order to avoid the non-action on indexing 
experienced at the Federal level related to the GST. 

• Take meaningful action to battle the growing underground economy and to extend the use of 
the annual $1,350 renovation tax credit as a tool to do so OR institute a permanent renovation 
tax rebate of 2.5%. We also took the opportunity to request that meaningful action be taken to 
stem the underground economy citing the billions of dollars in lost tax revenue as a political 
incentive. More to follow on this one. 

 
Brian Campbell, our Urban Council representative, will be attending the Urban Council pre-conference 
meeting as well as the CHBA Board of Directors meeting. He will be leading a discussion on effective 
volunteer advocacy at this session of Urban Council. 
 
Other current issues at the CHBA level will be addressed by our guest speaker this evening, President 
Gary Friend.  
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
As mentioned in last month’s Advocacy report, 1st VP Janice Kochan, Board member and Past-President 
Douglas Stewart, Executive Officer Marie Schroeder and myself did attend the OHBA Builder’s Forum 
held in Collingwood earlier this month. It was a well organized event packed with excellent speakers and 
information. Highlights are as follows: 
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• Accessible Housing was a very hot topic that had the benefit of two presentations. The first was a 
break-out session involving open discussion on the standards currently up for consideration chaired 

http://www.chba.ca/
http://www.ohba.ca/
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by St. Thomas builder Doug Tarry and the second was a more formal presentation by Bob Topping, 
President of DesignABLE Environments.  As I have mentioned in the past, this issue will be of 
extreme importance to our entire industry as its ramifications extend well beyond the built form. 

 
• Past-President Frank Giannone led a well received presentation highlighting the road to transition 

for the HST that touched on important nuances for builders, renovators and for the consumer. See 
below for the resulting HST seminar to be held here in Waterloo Region.  
 

• Natural Resources Canada was there to speak about government programs and incentives meant 
to act as promoters for Green Housing.  
 

• David Brezer, Director of Buildings Branch of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing provided 
an excellent presentation on updates to the Ontario Building Code.  
 

• A very interesting presentation by Dr. Greg Kopp of Western University highlighted the physics 
behind wind damage and the relatively small cost that modified building techniques can bring to 
bear on mitigating wind damage. Especially interesting due to his use of examples of recent tornado 
damage in Ontario.  

 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
WRHBA will be hosting an HST Seminar on March 10th at the Coldwell Banker Theatre at their facility 
located at 508 Riverbend Drive in Kitchener. Frank Giannone has agreed to participate as has Jane 
Adams, Associate Partner, KPMG, Waterloo Office.  For more information or to register contact the 
Association office (519.884.7590). 
 
The importance of the accessibility issue to our industry will result in our booking guest speakers and 
perhaps even workshops on the matter in the coming months. Watch for further details in this publication, 
on the website or by email. 

 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
The Regional Liaison Committee met February 4th at which meeting the Region provided an update of 
their Plan of Subdivision Lot Inventory which shows that the inventory of Pending, Draft Plan Approved 
and Registered and Unbuilt units has increased from 28,583 units as of Dec 31, 2008 to 30,548 units as 
of Dec 31, 2009. Of this latter figure, 13,880 units are on Pending plan submissions.  
 
In addition, the Committee was given a presentation by Chris Gosselin, Manager of Environmental 
Planning on the Proposed Greenlands Network Implementation Guideline, which will be made available 
for public consultation and input prior to submission to Regional Council.  
 
Finally, the Committee was provided an update and status report by Eric Hodgins, Manager, 
Hydrogeology and Source Water Protection on the Clean Water Act Water Quality Risk Assessment work 
that is on-going at the Region. 

 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  
 
Building Permit Fees   
The City is proposing a 5 percent fee increase, as of April 1, 2010. The City commented on meeting the 
10-day timeline and suggested the quality of drawings submitted has increased, which has assisted the 
City.  

http://www.wrhba.com/
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Lighting Standards Policy  
A new lighting policy was established in 2008. The City is still working on a procedure for implementation. 
City staff are providing a copy of the draft report for the Committee's review.  
 
Application fees 
The City also advised that application fees will be increasing, as of April 1, 2010.  
 
Pre-servicing process 
City staff reported on a current situation relating to pre-servicing and posting of a Letter of Credit. City 
staff commented that they hope to have the issue resolved as soon as possible. Staff do not want this 
situation to repeat itself and trigger the need for a review of the current City practice. All at the Committee 
meeting agreed the current process is working well and would like it to stay in place.  
 
Growth Management Strategy  
The City is taking a report to Council in March with the Growth Management Strategy. The Growth 
Management Strategy provides recommendations on greenfield lands, intensification areas and density 
targets.  
 
Official Plan Update 
City staff is working on the Official Plan update. It is expected a new Official Plan will be adopted in early 
2011. A number of discussion papers will be released over the following months relating to urban 
structure, brownfields and new land use mapping. For more information, contact Dave Aston at MHBC 
Planning.  
 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Safety & Winter Construction Notes 
The City would like to remind the builders of the following winter safety precautions: 
• Be mindful when using gas powered equipment in enclosed areas (i.e. basements) and to ventilate 

these rooms. 
• When a ‘snow event’ has been declared, do not park on streets and during the winter there is no 

parking on any city street from midnight to 6 AM. Please do not place construction materials on City 
Streets. 

• As part of Safety, Building Inspections may be postponed during ‘snow events’ because staff are 
not driving 4x4 vehicles.  Staff will make attempts to share this information with customers. 

 
DTS Process Mapping 
The DTS Process Mapping study will review the Engineering, Planning and Building approval processes 
and look for efficiencies and improvements. Staff would like to move forward with the study in March and 
aim for completion in October 2010. 
 
Development Manual Update 
The City is in the process of updating their Development Manual and has been soliciting input from 
WRHBA as well as the local chapter of CEO (Consulting Engineers of Ontario).  There are some 
proposals in the draft Development Manual which are cause for concern as they would lead to higher 
costs for developments.  We will continue to provide feedback and members who could be affected are 
encouraged to review the draft document when it is available. 
 
Electronic filing of final Lot Grading Certification 
The Building Department would like to proceed with the implementation of electronic final grading 
certification. A meeting between industry and staff is being arranged to review this initiative with a 
potential implementation date of April 1st, 2010. 
 



Scheduling of 2010 Meetings Scheduling of 2010 Meetings 
Liaison committee meetings will continue to be held on every 3rd Friday of each month starting at 9 AM 
EXCEPT for Friday April 16th and Friday September 17th which will start at 10:30 AM. 
Liaison committee meetings will continue to be held on every 3rd Friday of each month starting at 9 AM 
EXCEPT for Friday April 16th and Friday September 17th which will start at 10:30 AM. 
  
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON   CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON   
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited 
  
The Waterloo Liaison Committee met on January 28th for a brief meeting and post holiday social.  The 
business part of this meet and eat covered the proposed Site Alteration By-law which will replace the 
current Topsoil Removal Permit process.  By doing so, Waterloo will align itself with other municipalities 
such as Oakville, Hamilton, Niagara and others who currently have site alteration by-laws in place. The 
general intent of the by-law is to regulate the placing fill, removal of topsoil and vegetation and the 
altering of grades by requiring landowners to obtain a permit. A site alteration permit will be required for 
most sites where site alterations are proposed, with the exceptions listed in Section 4 and Schedule ‘A’ of 
the by-law. It would apply to site plan and subdivision developments where the final engineering 
approvals for such developments have not been issued and where owners wish to undertake initial site 
works.  Copies of the draft by-law are available from the WRHBA office or by contacting me 
(jpassy@cookhomes.ca

The Waterloo Liaison Committee met on January 28th for a brief meeting and post holiday social.  The 
business part of this meet and eat covered the proposed Site Alteration By-law which will replace the 
current Topsoil Removal Permit process.  By doing so, Waterloo will align itself with other municipalities 
such as Oakville, Hamilton, Niagara and others who currently have site alteration by-laws in place. The 
general intent of the by-law is to regulate the placing fill, removal of topsoil and vegetation and the 
altering of grades by requiring landowners to obtain a permit. A site alteration permit will be required for 
most sites where site alterations are proposed, with the exceptions listed in Section 4 and Schedule ‘A’ of 
the by-law. It would apply to site plan and subdivision developments where the final engineering 
approvals for such developments have not been issued and where owners wish to undertake initial site 
works.  Copies of the draft by-law are available from the WRHBA office or by contacting me 
(jpassy@cookhomes.ca ) specific questions can also be directed to Ron Ormson at the City of Waterloo 
Ron.Ormson@waterloo.ca – Tel. 519-747-8708.  The Liaison Committee will be responding to the draft 
by-law at our next scheduled meeting on February 25th.  Any comments receive in advance of that 
meeting will be considered in the committee’s response. 
 
The City of Waterloo’s building permit revenue in 2009 was in line with estimates – made up primarily by 
brisk activity in the last half of the year.  The forecasted revenue for 2010 however has already been 
exceeded due to the scale of large projects which the City processed in January. 
 
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 

 
No meeting scheduled for February. Subcommittee work is ongoing and will be reported at the next 
Committee Meeting scheduled for March 3, 2010.  
 

GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Chair, Brian Blackmere, Stantec Constuling Ltd. 

 
The Guelph Home Builders’ Association has accepted our invitation to join the committee – they will be 
represented by Glenn Anderson from Gamsby and Mannerow. GRCA reporting will resume next month. 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of 

WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 
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WWWRRRHHHBBBAAA   CCCOOORRRPPPOOORRRAAATTTEEE   SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS --- CCCAAALLLLLL AAA MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRR FFFIIIRRRSSSTTT!!!
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