
 

 

 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committees, our Association coordinates our advocacy 
efforts with the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other 

Home Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.CHBA.CA 

Prepared by Steven Harris, Harris Management Group, WRHBA President 
 
Standing Committee Report Backs CHBA Recommendations  
A new report by the House of Commons Standing Committee on Human Resources, Skills and Social 
Development and the Status of Persons with Disabilities (HUMA), Chaired by MP Phil McColeman, is 
calling for greater accountability in future Labour Market Development Agreements between the federal and 
provincial/territorial governments.  
 
This report is completely in line with CHBA's recommendations. CHBA President Bard Golightly and CEO 
Kevin Lee are quoted extensively, providing supporting evidence for key recommendations. Participation by 
HBA leaders at all levels in consultations across Canada reinforced CHBA recommendations – a good 
example of how all levels of the Association are working together on human resource needs.  
 
Government Seeks Advice on Growing the Economy  
Federal Ministers and Members of Parliament have hosted roundtable discussions across the country as 
part of pre-budget consultations on how to create jobs, grow the economy and help ensure long-term 
prosperity. CHBA leadership has taken part in several of these events.  
 
In addition to presenting the Association’s pre-budget submission to the House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Finance, President Bard Golightly participated in an Edmonton Roundtable with The Hon. 
Kevin Sorenson in December, and CHBA-Newfoundland & Labrador Board member Des Whalen 
participated in the St. John's event with the Hon. Peter MacKay in January. CHBA Treasurer Carol Oxtoby 
was also at the Calgary Roundtable with Finance Minister Joe Oliver last month.  
 
Finance Minister Oliver has announced a delay in tabling a budget until April because of economic 
uncertainty caused by tumbling oil prices. He said that the government needs to consider everything it is 
hearing in pre-consultation talks before finalizing its fiscal plan. 
 

PROVINCIAL – ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.OHBA.CA  

Prepared by Steven Harris, Harris Management Group, WRHBA President 
 
Provincial Budget 2015  
The upcoming Ontario Budget will outline the province’s fiscal priorities for the coming year. The budget will 
be tabled amid a backdrop of economic uncertainty with lower oil prices, a weaker loonie and the Bank of 
Canada interest rate cut. The Liberal Government continues to state that they plan on eliminating the 
province’s $12.5 billion deficit by 2017-18 by focusing on controlling spending, better targeting the 
province’s investments and tackling the underground economy. 
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OHBA CEO Joe Vaccaro and Director of Policy Mike Collins-Williams also appeared before the Standing 
Committee on January 29th to provide OHBA’s recommendations for the upcoming budget. 
The OHBA pre-budget submission is available on the OHBA website and delivered a number of key 
messages and priorities to the provincial government including: 
 

• An effective tax administration system requires consumers and businesses to pay their fair share of 
taxes. Pressure from the underground economy continues to plague the renovation sector where a 
high percentage of work is done for cash. Therefore, OHBA continues to advocate for a home 
renovation tax credit at both the provincial and federal levels to encourage the use of legitimate 
contractors and to fight the underground economy. OHBA also recommends an underground 
economy task force with a focus on the construction sector. 

• OHBA is encouraged by the significant infrastructure commitments made during the election 
campaign to invest $130 billion over the next ten years in infrastructure. OHBA is also supportive of 
the two proposed dedicated transportation funds of $15 billion in the GTAH and $14 billion for the 
rest of Ontario. OHBA recommends that the province focus strategic investments in ‘core’ 
infrastructure in combination with pre-zoning to enhance productivity and support investment-ready 
communities. 

 
College Of Trades (OCOT) Review Update  
The Dean Review of the Ontario College of Trades (OCOT) released the consultation paper which focuses 
on potential reforms to the compulsory certification process, changes to the scopes of practice for trades as 
well as OCOT enforcement’s mandate and jurisdiction.  Following a regulatory change in the summer, 
there is currently a pause on all compulsory certification reviews at OCOT while the review is taking place. 
 
OHBA has engaged independent labour market researchers to table a response which will advocate for the 
modernization of skilled trades in Ontario by providing solutions that will make it easier for workers to find 
apprenticeships and employers to find quality skilled workers.  OHBA is coordinating the response with 
other prominent construction associations, including: BILD, the Heavy Construction Association of Toronto, 
the Ontario General Contractors’ Association, the Ontario Road Builders’ Association, the Ontario Sewer 
and Watermain Construction Association and RESCON. 
 
OHBA looks forward to engaging local associations through local events to highlight the need for positive 
reforms to our skilled trades system in the coming months.Ontario Launches Expert  
 
Review of Construction Lien Act 
The provincial government is launching an expert review of the Construction Lien Act that will include the 
examination of payment issues within the construction sector.  Ontario has selected Bruce Reynolds as 
Counsel to conduct the review; Mr. Reynolds is a leading expert in construction law and has represented 
different parties in the construction industry throughout his career. 
 
It is anticipated that the review will be completed by December 2015 and will involve extensive consultation 
with the construction industry followed by a report to the Province. The report will include the results of the 
consultation process, the expert advice of Mr. Reynolds and his recommendations for changes, if 
necessary.  
 
OHBA passed a resolution at the 2014 Annual Meeting of Members in anticipation of a review.  OHBA 
looks forward to providing more information on how to participate as additional details of the review are 
made available. 
 
OBOA Workaround for Compliance with CSA F280  
Following the January 1, 2015 requirement to use the updated 2012 CSA standard (F280) for heating and 
cooling load calculations, OBOA has posted a notice on their website for a “Workaround for Compliance 
with CSA F280”: 
 
Due to the limited availability of designers trained on the new CSA Standard F280-12 “Determining the 
required capacity of residential space heating and cooling appliances”, the SB-12 Joint Working Group 



suggests that Building Officials may want to consider an alternative approach to determining heating and 
cooling equipment capacities. 
 
Under Sentence 6.2.1.1.(1), the Building Code references a few good design practices such as the 
ASHRAE fundamentals, the HRAI Digest and CSA F280. 
 
HOT2000 software, which essentially meets the intent of good design practice, has the ability to provide 
room-by-room heat loss/heat gain calculations. 
 
Understanding that the HOT2000 heat loss/heat gain outputs are based on calculations and algorithms 
used and applied by the CSA F280-12 standard, it is suggested that Building Officials consider accepting 
HOT2000 outputs generated by qualified practitioners for determining heat loss/heat gain loads until 
sufficient industry capacity on CSA F-280-12 is available. 
 

OHBA – CONDOMINIUM ACT REVIEW 
Submitted by Craig Robson, Robson Carpenter, WRHBA Advisor 
 
As part of the OHBA committee reviewing the proposed changes to the Condominium Act, Craig 
Robson attended a two day session at the Ministry Offices in Toronto in early January to review the 
proposed legislation. It is likely that there will be more meetings in the coming months. An update will 
be provided when available.  
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-08 
 
Frost Charge Options 
Kitchener Utilities has advised that there are new fees related to frost ripping for gas services.  Due to the 
increased number of services being installed and the increased in cost during the winter, Kitchener Utilities 
has passed frost charges to those requesting service installation between December 15th and March 31st.  
There are three options: 

• Option 1: Deferred payment. There is a pre-pay $1000 per service fee. 
• Option 2: Frost ripping by homebuilder.  No frost charges will be subject to the homebuilder if frost is 

removed themselves. 
• Option 3: Excavation by homebuilder: No frost charges will be subject to the homebuilder however if 

homebuilder fails to backfill in an acceptable manner the agreement may be cancelled by Kitchener 
Utilities.  

 
If anyone has any questions they should contact Sylvie Eastman at 519-741-2600 x4178. 
 
Maintenance Inspections 
The Committee expressed concern about the new requirement to undertake video inspections of all service 
laterals prior to assumption by the City.  The cost associated with this requirement could be approximately 
$800/lot. Engineering agreed to review this requirement and is requesting feedback in the next month from 
industry representatives. 
 
Engineering Update 
The SWM Utility is undertaking a Storm Water Master Plan following the EA process.  A Draft is expected 
by September with a goal to have it finalized by year end. 
 
Zoning By-Law 85-1 Interim Update – Building Height 
The current regulation limits the maximum building height to 110% of the applicable zone from the lowest 
finished grade.  This has created some challenges especially for single detached houses with walk-out lots.  
As a reminder, Planning is open to other solutions and would like input from the industry. Email Garett at 
garett.stevenson@kitchener.ca if you have comments, questions, or specific ideas on how best to proceed 
with amending the Building Height zoning regulations. 
 



CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Voss, Activa Group 
 
Building Permit Activity/Trends 
The total number of units increased in 2014 from 816 total units in 2013 to 1,257 units in 2014, an increase 
of 441 total units.  Apartment units were the largest increase.  
 
Development Charge Update 
In 2009, the City elected to close the core area DC exemption program while the Cities of Kitchener and 
Cambridge continued their core area exemption programs.  Regional DC’s are exempt until 2019 as part of 
the local municipal core incentive program. Waterloo Staff are of the opinion that Uptown is at a competitive 
disadvantage to attract redevelopment opportunities without a similar incentive program in place. Staff are 
considering reinstating the Uptown incentive program and are targeting a report to Council in April with 
recommendations on an incentive package.  Exemption of building permit fees may be considered as an 
option. WRHBA members are encouraged to provide input.  An online survey is available at 
www.waterloo.ca/surveys. 
 
Uptown Community Improvement Plan Study 
The City is preparing a Community Improvement Plan (CIP) to identify new community improvement 
projects/initiatives for the Uptown to promote employment and affordable housing. The CIP will identify 
municipally-led initiatives, incentives and opportunities in the Uptown. A discussion paper will be available 
February/March, 2015 with the final report May/June 2015.   
 
Station Area Planning 
The City retained Urban Strategies to assist with Phase 2 of its Station Area Planning project. Public and 
stakeholder engagement will take place this Spring/Summer. Five (5) draft Station Area Plans will be 
prepared and tabled with Council at the end of 2015/early 2016. Implementing regulations will be developed 
starting in early 2016 and will be presented to Council as final Station Area Plans. 
 
Zoning By-law Update 
The Zoning By-law update is being undertaken by City Staff.  A draft By-law is being prepared and targeted 
for public and stakeholder review mid-2015. Joel Cotter, interim Acting Director of Planning replacing Scott 
Amos who recently retired, is leading the in-house review. 
 
Heritage Assessment Terms of Reference 
Staff prepared a Heritage Impact Assessment Terms of Reference to assist proponents who are required to 
submit Heritage Impact Assessments.   
 
By-law 2014-054 Regulating Works on Highways and Boulevards 
Private contractors who are conducting work on any portion of the City right-of-way (roadways, sidewalks/ 
walkways or boulevards) will require a Road Occupancy Permit. A copy of City’s Road Occupancy Permit 
Application can be obtained on www.waterloo.ca. 
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For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Visit 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings & past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 


