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Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 

committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and 
development issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association 

coordinates our advocacy efforts with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home 
Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at 

www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
 

NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
As mentioned in the last edition, we are all prepared for attendance at the CHBA National Conference 
being held in Victoria B.C in early March. We are especially pleased to be welcoming attendance at the 
Conference by Association member the City of Waterloo who will be ably represented by Ralph Kaminski 
and Cameron Rapp.  
 
Meetings with all 4 of our local Members of Parliament took place through late November to mid-
December to really press them on two important issues, both of which need to be tabled during the next 
budget related discussions. 
 
• To take immediate action to index the GST rebate thresholds established when the GST was 

implemented in 1991 and to emulate the progressive tax structure we negotiated relative to the HST 
in Ontario. We will need to press the Province to review and index the $400,000 to $500,000 
thresholds related to the HST in order to avoid the non-action on indexing experienced at the Federal 
level related to the GST. 

 
• Take meaningful action to battle the growing underground economy and to extend the use of the 

annual $1,350 renovation tax credit as a tool to do so OR institute a permanent renovation tax rebate 
of 2.5%. We also took the opportunity to request that meaningful action be taken to stem the 
underground economy citing the billions of dollars in lost tax revenue as a political incentive. More to 
follow on this one. 

 
The CHBA Director of Urban Affairs recently contacted me to ask if our Association could lead a discussion 
at Urban Council highlighting and explaining how our Association undertakes efficient advocacy efforts at 
all levels of government especially since we deal with so many levels. Brian Campbell, our Urban Council 
representative, will be attending the Urban Council pre-conference meeting as well as the CHBA Board of 
Directors meeting. 
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PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
The January Board meeting and the President/Executive Officer Seminar were attended by President 
Brian and our Executive Officer Marie Schroeder with highlights as follows: 

 
• Tarion information included the fact that fees have been raised by $150.00 and that Tarion will be 

responsible for major structural defects for years 3-7. Changes have also been made to help in the 
fight against illegal building. Now, municipal building departments must supply Tarion a listing of 
building permits issued so that Tarion can cross-reference against their listing of registered builders. 
It was also announced that the overly annoying “Enrolment Notice Program” (those small signs that 
had to be posted in every home) has been formally discontinued. 

 
• OHBA does hold annual housing tours and staff revealed that they would like to arrange one that 

focuses on the Guelph/Kitchener Waterloo area primarily highlighting successful re-urbanization 
projects. 

 
• Gino D’Ambrosio of Andrin Homes is the new Chair of the Land Development Committee with our 

Douglas Stewart still doing the honours as Co-Chair. Any member is open to participate on this 
dynamic committee and it should be noted that the new Chair of the Ontario Municipal Board will be 
at their next meeting being held at 10 am on February 25th in advance of the OHBA Board meeting. 

 
• A pre-budget submission has been made by OHBA to the McGuinty government who are 

undertaking skeletal consultations across the Province over the next month or so. The nearest 
consultation being held to our local is in London however the period to register to make a 
deputation has passed.  A copy of the submission is available at our Association office for anyone 
interested in seeing the details. 

 
• President Brian as well as 1st VP Janice Kochan and staff are attending the OHBA Forum in 

Collingwood in early February. It is anticipated that the speakers and information presented there 
will be of equal quality to that we experienced at the President and EO seminar held on January 
12th in Toronto. 

 
 LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
Our liaison committees continue to be the envy of other Provincial locals. A joint meeting of Committee 
Chairs has taken place aimed at sharing information and resources in an effort to make these committees 
even more effective. Nothing however can take the place of having the Committees populated with 
interested and engaged members. If you really want to get additional value out of your membership you 
should advance your name to be considered for one of our standing committees. We continue to 
advocate in Cambridge, Waterloo, Kitchener, the Region and at the Grand River Conservation Authority 
as well as holding regular meetings with our local MPPs and MPs. 

 
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 

The Committee is working on developing a work plan to complete a Communication Strategy to 
encourage and promote reurbanization with a focus on three critical audiences-Council, the Public and 
the Industry.  
 

http://www.ohba.ca/
http://www.wrhba.com/
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A. The Communications Strategy will be developed in three (3) parts: 
 
General Campaign Content 
This will be a general marketing campaign targeted towards the general public and all stakeholders and 
will focus on: generating awareness on reurbanization, building a compelling case for reurbanization 
projects, and finding real life examples and case studies to demonstrate the tangible benefits of such 
projects (using interviews, quotes, developer perspectives, municipal representatives, etc.). 
 
The idea behind the marketing campaign is a 90:10 strategy, in that 90% of the content will be 
transferable across each of the three different targeted groups and 10% of the content will be changed to 
align with the specific target market. 
 
Council/Municipal Targeted Content 
This will be a targeted campaign aimed at municipal councils 
  
Industry Targeted Content 
This will be a targeted campaign aimed at the development industry locally and provincially 
 
A specific sub-committee will be organized to provide the detailed preparation to be reviewed by the 
entire Committee through future meetings. 
 
Additional work needs to be completed related to funding, choosing the medium, content of the message 
and who delivers the message.  All of this work will be completed by the Committee. 
 

B. Council/Municipal Targeted Content (first draft) 
 
A draft Presentation which could be presented to Council has been prepared. This is ongoing and will be 
reviewed over the coming months. 
 
This is based on the 90% of common content and 10% of specific information used which is consistent 
with the overall Communication strategy. 
 
The draft Presentation: 

• Provides RWG history – formation, members, and objective 
• Provides a clearly defined purpose of the presentation (would be changed for audience type) 
• Provides an outline of the presentation content 

 Historical context – changing demographics, visuals of growth patterns 
 Current context 
 Future forecasts 

• Applicable provincial and municipal legislation – to show abilities and obligations of municipalities, 
and provide ideas for where to encourage intensification 

• Overview of what reurbanization is 
• Organization chart indicating where reurbanization should be directed 
• Highlights key ingredients for success 
• Indicates key aspects of what a reurbanization development looks like 
• Provides examples of successful reurbanization projects – main focus is to be city of interest, 

supplemented with a few examples from the other cities and townships 
• Overview of what makes a successful reurbanization project 
• Statement of social and health benefits of reurbanization projects  
• Statement of environmental benefits of reurbanization projects 
• Statement of economic benefits of reurbanization projects 
• Statement of cultural and heritage benefits of reurbanization projects 
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• Projection of what could happen without reurbanization projects 
 Note: group would like to see this expanded more 

• End with key messages about reurbanization projects 
• Presentation should be used to give councilors more “ammunition” when justifying reurbanization 

projects and overcoming NIMBYism 
• Should aim to show what council should be taking into account, as oppose to telling them what to 

do, in order to get council to start thinking comprehensively 
• It was proposed that perhaps it may be beneficial to a new council mayor to have records and 

resources regarding past mistakes (be they specific or general) in order to make better decisions 
today 

• Should identify where pressures are being felt, and give advice on how to deal with it 
• The importance of remaining positive was emphasized. The presentation should highlight why 

one would want to live in the Region and what it has to offer. Comments from stakeholders, 
developers, industry etc., could be collected in order to identify any issues that should be 
addressed. The overall goal is a very positive one, but it does not necessarily mean the Region is 
at that point yet. 

• A different approach was provided to interview individuals who have moved into these 
reurbanization projects and use their support to encourage more of this type of activity and 
provide motivation 

 
Next Meeting is scheduled for March 3, 2010. 

 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 

 
No report at this time.  

 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  
 
No report at this time. 
 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Revised Planning Application Forms  
The City has new updated forms for all development applications which take effect January 1, 2010.  
These forms are now available on the website including the 2010 fees.  
http://www.kitchener.ca/city_hall/departments/devtech_services/planning/planning.html 
 
Proposed Development Charges Capital Project 10 Year Forecast 
Report No. DTS-09-167 was provided for review at the December Liaison meeting. This report identifies 
the Engineering projects that are proposed to be deferred for 2010 to reduce the reserve fund deficit.  
There was also an opportunity for public input at the DTS Committee meeting on January 11, 2010. 
 
Safety & Winter Construction Notes 
The City would like to remind the builders of the following winter safety precautions: 
• Be mindful when using gas powered equipment in enclosed areas (i.e. basements) and to ventilate 

these rooms. 

http://www.kitchener.ca/city_hall/departments/devtech_services/planning/planning.html
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• When a ‘snow event’ has been declared, do not park on streets and during the winter there is no 
parking on any city street from midnight to 6 AM. Please do not place construction materials on City 
Streets. 

• As part of Safety, Building Inspections may be postponed during ‘snow events’ because staff are not 
driving 4x4 vehicles.  Staff will make attempts to share this information with customers. 

 
OP Review – Status and Process 
The City is commencing what will likely be a 2 year OP review process.  A report providing an overview of 
the scope of work was presented to the DTS Committee on October 26th.   
 
The first public meeting will likely be held in early 2010.  Brandon Sloan will be the overall coordinator 
overseeing all of the individual projects comprising the OP review and the main author of the new Official 
Plan will be Tina Malone-Wright.  Several other staff will be participating and/or leading individual sub-
projects. 
 
Development Manual Update 
The City is in the process of updating their Development Manual and has been soliciting input from 
WRHBA as well as the local chapter of CEO (Consulting Engineers of Ontario).  There are some 
proposals in the draft Development Manual which are cause for concern as they would lead to higher 
costs for developments.  We will continue to provide feedback and members who could be affected are 
encouraged to review the draft document when it is available. 
 
Scheduling of 2010 Meetings 
Liaison committee meetings will continue to be held on every 3rd Friday of each month starting at 9 AM 
EXCEPT for Friday April 16th and Friday September 17th which will start at 10:30 AM. 
 
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON   
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited 
 

Building Permits 
There has been a “spike” in residential and non-residential building permit activity at the City of Waterloo 
in the 4th quarter of 2009 driven by the elimination of the core area development charge exemption 
effective December 31, 2009, increase in the Region’s development charges effective January 1, 2010, 
the incoming HST in July 2010 as well as government stimulus funding of several institutional projects. 
 
AMANDA System 
On-line permitting is expected to be in place in March 2010.  The City expects to invite a few builders to 
work with the system initially to help work out the glitches before releasing access to all builders.  The 
City is initially targeting small renovations, decks, etc. to start to reduce the amount of applications filed at 
the counter. 
 
Development Charges 
The City of Waterloo, as most municipalities, index their development charges annually.  The new rates 
in effect as of January 1, 2010 will actually drop 10% reflecting the Statistics Canada 3rd quarter 2009 
Construction Price Index decrease. The Single/Semi and Multiple Rates are as follows (a full list of 
January 1, 2010 rates is available on the City’s website): 
 

 Current 
Rate 2009 

New Rate 
2010 

Change 

Single/Semi $15,030 $13,527 -$1,503 
Multiple (Town, Terrace) $10,455 $9,410 -$1,046 

 



Rental Housing Licensing Review Rental Housing Licensing Review 
Staff provided a presentation of the background and options that the City is considering with respect to 
licensing rental housing in the City.  The objectives of licensing are to ensure a safe, suitable and 
appropriate supply of rental units; help protect the character and sustainability of neighbourhoods; and 
potentially limit conversions of owner occupied housing in low density areas to rental housing.  One of the 
significant issues is whether the proposed licensing will apply city wide or be focused on historical 
problem areas around the Universities.  Staff expect to have a recommendation prepared for Council’s 
consideration in late January 2010.  
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Planting Vouchers Planting Vouchers 
There was a follow up to the planting voucher discussion which occurred on September 24th in order for 
staff to clearly understand the issues of the association members at the table.  If other members have 
comments or concerns or suggestions about the voucher program in Waterloo, please contact Jennifer 
Passy (519-746-6244 ext. 35 or jpassy@cookhomes.ca

There was a follow up to the planting voucher discussion which occurred on September 24th in order for 
staff to clearly understand the issues of the association members at the table.  If other members have 
comments or concerns or suggestions about the voucher program in Waterloo, please contact Jennifer 
Passy (519-746-6244 ext. 35 or jpassy@cookhomes.ca) to discuss. 
 
Official Plan Review 
The City is continuing with its phased release of discussion papers on the Official Plan.  Upcoming 
papers include: 

• Environment and Energy & Implementation of the Plan in January, 2010 
• Land Use Designations in the first quarter of 2010. 

 
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Chair, Brian Blackmere, Stantec Constuling Ltd. 
 
An invitation to participate on this Committee has been extended to the Guelph Home Builders’ 
Association. The committee has its next meeting slated for February 17th, 2010 with a report to follow in 
the next advocacy edition. 
 

 
 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.   
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of 

WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 
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