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Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy 
efforts with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home 

Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Urban Council Representative, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
The next Urban Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 23rd as part of the CHBA pre-
conference meetings.  
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Janice Kochan, Eastforest Homes Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
Executive Officer, Marie Schroeder and I attended the OHBA Board Meeting and Industry Leaders Dinner on 
Tuesday, January 18th.  Along with the usual board meeting agenda, OHBA had organized presentations from 
Industry Leaders:  
 

• Tim Hudak, MPP, Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party 
• Honourable Rick Bartolucci, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
• Andrea Horwath, MPP, Leader of the New Democratic Party of Ontario 
• Honourable David C. Onley, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario who spoke at the dinner. 

 
Unfortunately the leader of the NDP Party of Ontario was unable to attend due to a scheduling conflict. 
 
With the election planned for October 6th of this year, it is noteworthy to share some of the highlights that we 
heard from the speeches in preparation for the fall election. 
 
Firstly, when Peter Armbruster was President at the time of the last election, he was instrumental in 
coordinating meetings, in partnership with the Chamber of Commerce, with each of the respective local 
candidates of each party.  This is the reason why I am sharing with you some of the comments and promises 
stated.  
MPP Tim Hudak, Ontario PC Leader spoke favourably about our industry and made a number of 
commitments.  Here are some of the highlights of what he had to say. 
 
He stated that he wants to be Premier to fight for families – and that means ensuring homeownership stays 
affordable. He said he firmly believes that keeping the dream of home ownership within reach of Ontario 
families is vital to our economy, because a home is a place of comfort and security.  It’s a place to raise our 
children, but it is also the single biggest investment most of us will make in our lifetime. 
 
As families build equity in their homes, that investment triggers other economic activity through renovations, 
additions or even the purchase of a new home. He said; believe me when I say you are builders of not only 
homes – but of cherished family memories, strong communities and strong economies. For these reasons, 
governments should do what they can to support the Canadian dream of home ownership.  
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Sadly, he thinks today’s provincial government sees it differently. It seems every year more and more hurdles 
are placed in front of families who want to purchase a home: the HST and new WSIB payroll taxes, soaring 
energy costs, development charges, arbitrary and slow decisions by conservation authorities, and mountains 
of red tape. All of which add to the price of a new home. 
 
Worse still, the current government is forcing more operators into the unsafe and unregulated underground 
economy. He believes it is time we had a government that treated us (the Home Builders’ Associations) as a 
solution, and not part of the problem. 
 
He then presented his 4 different choices: 
 

• First, we will put our faith in the private sector to be Ontario’s engine of job creation and economic 
development – not bigger government. 

• Second, we will treat energy policy as economic policy. 
• Third, instead of trying to be all things to all people, we will focus on the basics; services people care 

about and need, like frontline heath care. 
• Fourth and finally, we will give hard working everyday families the break they deserve. 

 
I am recommending the Association arrange / organize all candidate meetings as these are the things we 
want the candidates to uphold. 
 
The Honourable Rick Bartolucci also presented, in a very positive way, his appreciation for the Associations 
and he acknowledged the economic input that the OHBA provides.  
 
Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy was mentioned in his speech and was also presented by the Land 
Development Committee. 
 
The Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy was released by the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing at 
the end of November. Included in the Strategy was strong support for not only the concept of secondary 
suites but also a mechanism for requiring municipalities to have policies in their Official Plans allowing 
secondary suites in both new and existing housing. 
 
In addition, the Strategy does not include provisions for Inclusionary Zoning.  OHBA advocated strongly that 
the existing range of planning tools already gives Municipalities the ability to enhance opportunities to provide 
affordable housing. OHBA argued a strong case that while Inclusionary Zoning may provide for a few 
“affordable” units the net result is that overall there would be increases in new home prices.  These two items 
were OHBA’s key advocacy points – and on both, OHBA’s voice was not only heard, but listened to as well. 
 
On a local level, WRHBA participated in OHBA’s letter writing campaign to local MPP’s expressing support for 
this Strategy, particularly the inclusion of secondary suites.   We received a reply letter from MPP Elizabeth 
Witmer (Kitchener-Waterloo) stating that she agrees with our view. 
 
Conservation Authorities 
The Ministry of Natural Resources has posted proposed draft amendments to Ontario Regulation 97/04 
impacting Conservation Authorities and supporting the ongoing work of the Conservation Authority Liaison 
Committee which OHBA, BILD and HHBA are active members.  The proposals simplify and streamline the 
permitting process by: 
 

• Enabling delegation of positive permit decisions to conservation authority staff 
• Extending the maximum period of validity of a permit from 24 – 60 months 

 
OHBA Winter Forum 
Executive Officer, Marie Schroeder and I are attending the OHBA Forum in Collingwood on February 3rd and 
4th.  There is an excellent line up of speakers.   
 



 WRHBA ADVOCACY IN ACTION  
January 2011 

LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Janice Kochan, Eastforest Homes Ltd.; WRHBA President 
 

 WRHBA’s Education House  
Construction on the house is complete; it is now up for sale and listed with Coldwell Banker Peter Benninger 
Realty, Brokerage. The house is located at 308 Westpark Cres in Waterloo.  WRHBA hosted an official 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on Friday, January 28th from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. Local dignitaries attended including:  
MP Peter Braid, MPP John Milloy, MPP Elizabeth Witmer, Kitchener Councillor Dan Glenn-Graham (Acting 
Mayor), a representative on behalf of MP Gary Goodyear, members of Municipal Council and Dr. John 
Tibbits, President of Conestoga College.   
 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
Regional Liaison Committee met on January 13th, 2011. At the meeting we received a short presentation on 
the annual Water and Wastewater Monitoring report which assesses changes to water consumption and 
sewage flows at each of the wastewater treatment plants located throughout the Region. The purpose of the 
report is to ensure that adequate capacity remains in each of the facilities to handle anticipated development. 
A significant issue that has arisen is that the monitoring report only responds to anticipated new Greenfield 
development and does not make provision for in-fill and intensification. At our current rates of development, 
in-fill and intensification development represents as much as 35% of new development, and the Provincial 
Policy requirements demand that this rate of development increase.  
 
If the Region were to reserve capacity for this level of development, rather than just for Greenfield 
development, there would be immediate shortfalls in treatment capacity in several of the existing wastewater 
treatment facilities in the Region. The potential would then exist for imposition of freezes or constraints being 
imposed on new Greenfield development until such time as additional capacity was made available to treat all 
of the anticipated development.  
 
At this point, there is no desire by Regional staff to propose such a response, but a reasonable solution needs 
to be identified in order to provide on-going capacity for future development both in Greenfield locations as 
well as for in-fill and intensification. The Liaison Committee will continue to be involved in any new policy 
development around this issue with the intent that a better approach to monitoring and allocation of capacity 
be established. 
 
The second topic for the Committee was the new proposed Implementation Guidelines for the Greenlands 
Network policies in the recently approved Regional Official Plan. 
 
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited 
 
No report at this time. 
 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
2011 Building Permit Fees and City/Region Development Charge Rate Increase 
Most fees are proposed to be increased by 1-3% in 2011. Building permit fees will likely increase by 3%.  
Council is scheduled to review all user fees on January 31st, 2011 and will take effect on March 1st. 
 
City of Kitchener – Corporate Re-Organization 
The Organizational Chart on the following page was provided to highlight the Corporate Re-Organization that 
has taken place at the City of Kitchener. 

http://www.wrhba.com/


 
 
Official Plan Update 
Please go to the City of Kitchener’s website for the most up to date information - 
http://www.kitchener.ca//en/insidecityhall/Official_Plan_Review.asp# 
 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  
 
No report at this time.  
 
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 

No report at this time. 
 

GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA Past President 2009-2010  

 
Recent information coming out of the GRCA is with respect to a report recommending a general fee increase 
of 3% across the board. The report has been endorsed by the Committee of the Whole and will be considered 
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at the General Membership meeting at the end of the January.  As previously noted, it represents 
approximately 3% increase in fees, with implementation suggested for March 1st, 2011.  
at the General Membership meeting at the end of the January.  As previously noted, it represents 
approximately 3% increase in fees, with implementation suggested for March 1st, 2011.  
  
The next GRCA Liaison Committee meeting is February 24th. The next GRCA Liaison Committee meeting is February 24th. 
  
WATERLOO REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD / CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD  WATERLOO REGION DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD / CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD  
Prepared by Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited Prepared by Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited 
  
On Monday, January 17th, 2011 staff at the Waterloo Region District School Board (WRDSB), Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board (WCDSB), their consultant Cynthia Clarke of Watson & Associates and Dan 
Van Houtte with Metrix Realty Group, met with members of WRHBA to introduce the 2011 review of the 
Boards’ Education Development Charge (EDC) by-laws.  Boards of Education collect EDCs where eligible in 
order to fund the acquisition of schools sites required to accommodate growth. 

On Monday, January 17th, 2011 staff at the Waterloo Region District School Board (WRDSB), Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board (WCDSB), their consultant Cynthia Clarke of Watson & Associates and Dan 
Van Houtte with Metrix Realty Group, met with members of WRHBA to introduce the 2011 review of the 
Boards’ Education Development Charge (EDC) by-laws.  Boards of Education collect EDCs where eligible in 
order to fund the acquisition of schools sites required to accommodate growth. 
  
Since the first EDC by-law was adopted in Waterloo Region the two local boards have cooperatively 
approached the preparation of the required background study, and are again working together to have their 
respective by-laws in place before July 2, 2011.    

Since the first EDC by-law was adopted in Waterloo Region the two local boards have cooperatively 
approached the preparation of the required background study, and are again working together to have their 
respective by-laws in place before July 2, 2011.    
  
The Boards are proposing three meetings to receive input from stakeholders.  These meetings are currently 
scheduled as follows: 
The Boards are proposing three meetings to receive input from stakeholders.  These meetings are currently 
scheduled as follows: 
  
Policy Review Public Meeting - Monday, April 11, Region of Waterloo Council Chambers, 7:30 pm Policy Review Public Meeting - Monday, April 11, Region of Waterloo Council Chambers, 7:30 pm 
1st Public Meeting - Monday, April 11, Region of Waterloo Council Chambers, 7:45 pm 1st Public Meeting - Monday, April 11, Region of Waterloo Council Chambers, 7:45 pm 
2nd Public Meeting - Monday, May 16, Region of Waterloo Council Chambers, 7:30 pm 2nd Public Meeting - Monday, May 16, Region of Waterloo Council Chambers, 7:30 pm 
  
The Boards expect to have the draft Background Study available for review in mid-March.  WRHBA members 
will be reviewing this information and formulating a response to the Boards considering such issues as the 
application of a non-residential rate, differentiated unit rates for residential uses and the overall calculation 
methodology.   Should you have any concerns or comments on this matter please contact either Jennifer 
Passy (jpassy@cookhomes.ca

The Boards expect to have the draft Background Study available for review in mid-March.  WRHBA members 
will be reviewing this information and formulating a response to the Boards considering such issues as the 
application of a non-residential rate, differentiated unit rates for residential uses and the overall calculation 
methodology.   Should you have any concerns or comments on this matter please contact either Jennifer 
Passy (jpassy@cookhomes.ca) or Peter Armbruster (parmbruster@activagroup.ca). 
 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.   
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and  

past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 
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