
 

 
 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committees, our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home 

Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
Minimum Down Payment Raised for New Insured Mortgages  
Federal Finance Minister Bill Morneau announced that, effective February 15, 2016, the minimum down 
payment for new insured mortgages will increase from 5% to 10% for the portion of house prices above 
$500,000. The 5% down payment for properties up to $500,000 remains unchanged. Although not a 
measure CHBA would have recommended, the impacts are expected to be negligible (affecting less than 
one percent of homebuyers).  
 
CHBA continues in its work to inform the new government of the real issues facing today’s housing market 
and industry, and to advocate strongly for protecting access to housing markets for first-time home buyers. 
They are also pushing for coordinated policies by federal, provincial and municipal governments to address 
limited supply (particularly of low-rise homes); core infrastructure and transit deficits; and rising government 
charges and taxes. The strong economies of Toronto and Vancouver attract tens of thousands of new 
residents annually and these factors push up home prices especially for the ground-oriented, family-friendly 
homes in short supply.  
 
2016 CHBA National Conference Registration Now Open  
Register today for the housing event of 2016. It’s happening in beautiful Kelowna, B.C. from May 4 – 6 at 
the Delta Grand Okanagan Resort. In addition to warm weather, you can expect all the events the CHBA 
National Conference is known for, plus some new features for 2016:  

• Net Zero Boot Camp  
• Professional development seminars  
• 2016 CHBA National Awards for Housing Excellence  
• CHBA Golf Tournament  
• Wine tour 

Go to www.chba.ca/conference for full details and online registration.  
 
CHBA’s National Awards for Housing Excellence 
The deadline for the 2016 CHBA National Awards for Housing Excellence has been extended for two 
weeks in recognition of the holiday break. Everything you need to know about is now online at 
www.chba.ca/awards. The extended deadline for entries is Friday, January 29.  
 
Getting Ready for the Second CHBA Home Buyer Preference Survey  
It’s not too late to register to take part in the second CHBA Home Buyer Preference Survey. It’s easy for 
CHBA home builder members to participate– just provide e-contact information for your home buyers from 
the past two years. In return, you get a custom report on your customers’ input covering more than 50 in-
depth areas of home design, building features, buying preferences, and demographics. Participating 
builders also get 60% off the cost of the national report, which includes provincial-level data and online 
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access that allow custom analysis to reflect each builder’s business interests and region. For more 
information and to register to take part in the survey, visit www.chba.ca/buyersurvey.  
 
PROVINCIAL – ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
2016 Pre-Budget Consultation  
Over the last week, the Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs has met to conduct Pre-
Budget public hearings in Hamilton, Windsor, Thunder Bay and Sault Ste. Marie, and are scheduled to 
meet in Ottawa on January 22 and in Toronto on February 1 and 2, 2016.  OHBA is preparing a written pre-
budget submission and will also make a presentation at Queen’s Park.  
 
Bill 73 - Smart Growth for Our Communities Act, 2015  
The Smart Growth for Our Communities Act (Bill 73) was passed in December with many components now 
in effect. The legislation amends both the Planning Act and the Development Charges Act. A regulation 
made under the Development Charges Act was also filed on Friday December 17th based on input from the 
Ministry Development Charges Steering Committee (including Lyn Townsend & Bryan Tuckey representing 
OHBA & BILD) and three DC subcommittees that had a number of OHBA & BILD volunteer members. The 
regulation outlines ineligible/eligible services, ties DCs to municipal asset management planning and fulfills 
an election campaign pledge with a new DC formula for transit services. 
 
AMO and municipal representatives from Toronto and Hemson Consulting recommended a transit service 
model that was based on the Spadina subway model, while other municipalities such as Waterloo Region 
recommended fewer requirements and controls on DCs. This Spadina Subway approach would effectively 
have imposed no restrictions on the calculation of transit development charges based on calculated levels 
of service.  OHBA and BILD consistently stated to the government that actual level of service restrictions in 
the calculation of transit development charges are essential to ensure fairness in the calculation, as a result 
of the inherently different political implications associated with municipal decisions to fund capital 
infrastructure through increased development charges versus increased property taxes.  OHBA and BILD 
instead recommended a model that supports increased transit funding from development but also requires 
additional transparency, accountability and financial disclosure.  AMO, Toronto and Waterloo Region also 
requested an end to the ineligible services list. The regulation posted by the Ministry includes the following: 

• List of ineligible services was moved out of the legislation and into the regulation; 
• Regulation sets out specific and transparent calculation details for 10-year forward looking level of 

transit service with specific recognition of post period benefit; 
• Asset Management Plans have been included for DC calculations and the regulation prescribes the 

contents to ensure transparency and accountability; and 
• Waste services (excluding the provision of landfill sites and services and the provision of facilities 

and services for the incineration of waste) are no longer listed as an ineligible service. 
 

The DC regulation became effective January 1, 2016. OHBA anticipates that another regulation will be filed 
in January with respect to the Planning Act for minor variances and notice provisions based on the input of 
a Ministry Planning Act working group (including Douglas Stewart and David Bronskill representing OHBA 
& BILD).  
 
Ministry Of Labour Adds Additional Health and Safety Regulations  
Amendments to three regulations under the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) have been 
approved. The regulations include new requirements for operation foundation drill rigs, new fall protection 
measures, and noise regulations.  For additional information on the changes, visit the Ministry of Labour 
website. 
 
Co-ordinated Review of Greenbelt & Growth Plan  
Last February, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, announced the launch of Phase One of a Co-
ordinated Review of the Greenbelt and the Growth Plan which included the appointment of the David 
Crombie panel, the Our Region, Our Community, Our Home consultation document and a public 
consultation process with 17 town hall meetings.  
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On December 7th at a press conference the Crombie panel released their recommendations to the 
provincial government the Crombie Panel.  OHBA welcomed the report and looks forward to future 
discussions with the Ontario government, municipalities, residents, farmers, environmental groups and 
other stakeholders to improve our quality of life with amendments to the Growth Plan and Greenbelt. In 
particular, OHBA supports the panel’s recommendations to: 

• Increase focused investment in transit initiatives to support complete communities; 
• Address barriers to intensification and the development of affordable housing by encouraging use of 

tools such as up-to-date zoning, the development permit system, community improvement plans 
and reduced residential parking requirements where transit and active transportation options exist;  

• Clarify policies in the Growth Plan to better identify strategic areas within the region’s planned and 
existing transit network that should be a focal point for intensification efforts, in collaboration with 
municipalities and stakeholders. 

 
OHBA supports the Greenbelt and is committed to working with government, environmental groups, 
farmers and civic leaders to create a “Smart Greenbelt” that better achieves Ontario’s environmental goals.  
 
Permits To Take Water – Draft Regulation  
OHBA is pleased that draft regulations for the development of a Short Term Water Taking Environmental 
Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) were recently posted on the Environmental Registry (EBR Number: 
012-5724). OHBA previously made recommendations with a submission in April 2015 that was generally 
supportive of a Technical Paper proposal that led to this draft regulation. OHBA provided updated 
comments in a new submission supporting the Draft Regulation on January 4, 2016. In brief, the draft 
regulation includes: 

• Transition of certain water takings from Permit To Take Water (PTTW) to EASR if eligible: 
A) Surface water takings used for road construction and maintenance purposes; and  
B) Construction dewatering where taking is not expected to exceed more than 400,000L/day.  

• Clarification that passive in-stream diversion for construction purposes is not a water taking; 
• Exemption from needing a PTTW for active in-stream pump for the purpose of creating or 

maintaining a dewatered construction site if erosion and sedimentation measures are in place; 
• Exemption from PTTW requirements for the development, restoration or maintenance of a wetland;  
• Exemption from PTTW requirements for weirs that are not involved in hydroelectric generation. 

 
Endangered Species Act - Bobolink / Eastern Meadowlark  
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry posted a regulatory amendment on December 16th to 
provide a 10-year exemption for agricultural operations with regard to Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark 
(EBR # 012-5138) as well as the final Government Response Statement for Bobolink & Eastern 
Meadowlark (EBR #012-1597). An OHBA submission in October 2015 to the Ministry was supportive of the 
recommendations of the Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark Round Table (OHBA is a member of the Round 
Table) as the basis for the development of a Government Response Statement for Bobolink and Eastern 
Meadowlark. The OHBA submission was also supportive of the recommendation for a regulatory 
amendment to provide a 10-year exemption for agricultural operations with regard to Bobolink and Eastern 
Meadowlark, commencing on December 30, 2015 and expiring at the end of 2024. 
 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.WRHBA.COM   
Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
Underground Economy 
The Ontario government is seeking input from individuals who work in the residential construction sector on 
ways to prevent illegal practices that contribute to the underground economy.  
  
WRHBA member Jamie Adam of Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd., Chair of both our Reno Council and the OHBA 
Council, joined industry stakeholders in Toronto last week for an announcement on this initiative that 
included a consolidation session with Parliamentary Assistant MPP Laura Albanese.  She is looking to 
better understand the scope of the underground economy within the sector. She will also gather advice on 
how best to help responsible contractors remain successful and support the economy. 
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The underground economy accounts for $15 billion in lost economic activity in Ontario each year. When 
businesses aggressively avoid or evade paying taxes, everyone else is left to make up the shortfall. This 
also puts the competitiveness of legitimate businesses at risk.  
 
Individuals that run a business or work in the residential construction sector are also invited to submit, to 
the Minister of Finance, their ideas on the types of illicit activities that impact their ability to remain 
competitive.  
 
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Co-Chair, Steve Brown, Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
 
Planning and Permit Fees   
A revised GRCA fee schedule was approved by the General Membership and came into effect January 1, 
2016.  Fees were generally increased by about 2% with a few exceptions.   
 
GRCA staff are in the process of discussing municipal screening and updating the MOA with each 
municipality to clarify respective responsibilities.  GRCA staff are encouraging all municipalities to pre-
screen applications so only those of interest to the GRCA are circulated.   
 
GRCA Website Re-Design 
The GRCA is currently working on a re-design of their website.  The second of two phases is currently 
ongoing, with the content to be written over the winter.  They are working towards the ability to submit minor 
applications on-line.  The launch of the website is expected in 2016.   
 
Review of Conservation Authorities Act 
MNRF initiated a review of the Conservation Authorities Act and submissions were due in October 2015.  At 
this point there is no further updates available, but a summary of comments and report and anticipated.   
 
Review of Aggregate Act 
The Aggregate Resources Act is under review and “A Blueprint for Change: A proposal to modernize and 
strengthen the Aggregate Resources Act policy framework” is on Ontario’s Environmental Registry for 
comment. “The Blueprint” provides a significant commitment to modernize and improve the Aggregate 
Resources Act process and applications. The Province has requested feedback on what is missing from the 
Blueprint, requests for amendments and sections that should be amended or clarified.  
 
 

 

WRHBA Corporate Sponsors 
 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Visit 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings & past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 


	National – Canadian Home Builders’ Association – 4TUwww.chba.caU4T
	Waterloo Region Home
	Builders’ Association
	Advocacy in Action
	January 2016
	GRCA Liaison Committee
	Prepared by Committee Co-Chair, Steve Brown, Stantec Consulting Ltd.

