
 

 
 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

Waterloo Region Home 
Builders’ Association 
Advocacy in Action 

June / July 2010 
 

 
Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 

committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and 
development issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates 
our advocacy efforts with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association 
and other Home Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 

 
 

NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Janice Kochan, Eastforest Homes Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
We have successfully met with our four MPs.  Jamie Adam and Brian Campbell met with Gary Goodyear.  
Janice Kochan and Jamie Adam met with Peter Braid and Harold Albrecht.  Brian Campbell and I met with 
Stephen Wentworth. Three specific and inter-related recommendations to the federal government covered: 
GST New Housing Rebate/Indexation (the most urgent issue), Permanent Home Renovation Tax Credit and 
Tackling the underground economy.  Meetings were very positive.  
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Janice Kochan, Eastforest Homes Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
I attended OHBA board meeting on June 23 along with first vice-president Jamie Adam.  I provided a report 
on activity that has taken place in our local since the last board meeting, including our plans to meet with the 
MPs. 
 
Inclusionary Zoning letters raising the WRHBA concerns were sent to MPPs, Elizabeth Witmer, Leeanna 
Pendergast, John Milloy and Gary Martiniuk, on June 1st. James Bazely, OHBA President, recommended that 
we meet with our MPPs to discuss inclusionary zoning.  I, along with Brian Blackmere and/or Douglas Stewart 
will meet with MPPs in July/August.   
 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Janice Kochan, Eastforest Homes Ltd.; WRHBA President 
 
WRHBA’s Steak BBQ and Spring Golf events took place in June and were both very successful. Members 
and industry professionals enjoyed great food and the opportunity to network with others, all the while 
providing support and revenue for the Association.   
 
Planning for WRHBA’s Education House is well underway. Members were contacted at the end July inviting 
them to participate in WRHBA’s first ever Education House that will support and promote the Association as 
well as Conestoga College School of Trades and Apprenticeship. Members interested in sponsoring or 
participating in this exciting new initiative are encouraged to contact the office at 519-884-7590.   
 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
Regional Liaison Committee met July 8 and discussed the current status of the new Regional Official Plan. 
The OP, adopted by Regional Council in June 2009 has been reviewed by the Province of Ontario and 
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comments submitted back to Regional staff for consideration. The Region has now prepared a staff report 
responding to the issues raised by the Province which has been accepted by regional Council and forwarded 
on to the Province. It is anticipated that the Minister may issue a Notice of Decision respecting the new OP 
within the next month, or so. 
 
The Committee also discussed issues around the Region’s annual Water and Wastewater Monitoring Report 
which essential tracks and responds to water supply and treatment capacity for new Greenfield development 
but to this point does not track or respond to infill and/or intensification projects. As the proportion of new 
development continues to move more and more into this latter form, there is the potential for treatment 
capacity to become problematic without advance knowledge. A re-think of the monitoring approach and the 
application of servicing agreements to developments other than new Greenfield projects are matters for 
further consideration by the Committee. 
 
The August meeting of the Liaison Committee is cancelled and the Committee will resume sitting the first 
Thursday of September. 
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Development Charges Update 
The City of Kitchener will be taking report no. FIN 10-092, Development Charges By-Law Amended (Parking) 
to Council for approval on June 14.  Based on a review of the previous estimates for providing parking spaces 
it is being recommended that a 4%+- reduction in residential rates and a 9%+- reduction in non-residential 
rates be implemented through an update to the Development Charge By-Law.   
 
Council is set to hold a public meeting on June 14, 2010 @ 7 PM.  Notice of the public meeting was published 
in the Water Region Record on May 22, 2010. The effective date for this change is June 16, 2010.  
 
Parks Master Plan Update 
The Park Master Plan consists of six Strategic Themes; Natural Areas, Community Trails, Grand River 
Corridor, Active Parkland, Neighbourhood Parks, Community Engagement. Comments from the public will be 
accepted up until June 10, 2010 through the website.  Final revisions and publishing of the Master Plan will be 
completed in the week of June 10 with final approval expected on June 28, 2010.  For more information on 
the plan or to submit a comment – www.kitchener.ca/parks 
 
King Street East Mixed Use Corridor 
This Mixed Use Corridor project (King St E; Cedar to Montgomery) involves the rezoning of approximately 
190 parcels of land. For more information please contact Heather Holbrook or visit the City’s website 
www.kitchener.ca/living_kitchener/mix_use.html.  The public circulation date is May 12, 2010 and is expected 
to go to DTS Committee on Aug 23, 2010. 
 
Official Plan Review Update 
Currently, there are several master plans and other studies under preparation that will feed into the Official 
Plan.  These studies are; Comprehensive Review of Employment Lands (CREL), Comprehensive Review of 
Intensification Areas (CRIA), Commercial Policy Review, City-wide Sanitary Sewer Capacity Analysis, 
Transportation Master Plan, Cycling Master Plan, Transportation Demand Management Plan, Parks Master 
Plan, Kitchener Natural Heritage Systems (KNHS), Community Infrastructure Planning, Community Profile, 
Review of “Green” Development Policies, Designated Greenfield Area Assessment, Secondary Plans – 
Housekeeping Review, Southwest Urban Area Studies/Community Master Planning, and Community Trails 
Master Plan and Implementation Strategy.  Tina Malone Wright, Planning, is project lead and the new CREL 
will be completed in 2010.  The formal public review period is scheduled for January to June 2011.   
 
For more information on the Kitchener Official Plan, please visit the website - 
http://www.kitchener.ca/officialplan/ 
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Master Storm Water Management Policy Update 
The 2009 Annual Report Audit – Master Stormwater Management Policy has been completed and is available 
for review.  It is anticipated that the Cash in Lieu fee for SWM will continue to increase to as much as 
$30,000-$40,000/hectare over the next few years.  For more information visit the website - 
http://www.kitchener.ca/stormwater/ 
 
Construction Issues 
City staff advised that there have been a high number of complaints from the public regarding dust and noise 
in subdivisions under construction.  Builders and trades are asked to assist in minimizing complaints by 
keeping roads clean and observing the Noise Bylaw regarding construction start and stop times. 
 
City staff reminded the group to have the proper approvals from the City before starting work on grading and 
servicing.  If there is no approval, a stop work order will be issued.   
 
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON   
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited 
 
Official Plan Update 
The City advised that the long awaited discussion paper on land use and accompanying map scheduled is to 
be presented to Council on June 21st.  Staff and Council have agreed to defer decision on the new Official 
Plan until January 2011 to provide time for public input on the entire document through the summer and fall 
and to allow the incoming Council to take ownership of the document. 
 
CAO Update 
On April 26th the City officially announced the appointment of Tim Anderson at the new CAO.  Anderson is a 
professional engineer with almost 20 years of experience with the City, beginning as a maintenance 
management coordinator in 1990. Over the years he’s held a number of management positions, most recently 
as general manager of Public Works Services.  Bill Garibaldi has been appointed the interim General 
Manager of Public Works Services. 
 
Staging of Development 
Staff continues to work on the staging of development plan and expect to deliver a report to Council in 
September. 
 
Committee Restructuring 
The City has raised the issue of reviewing the structure of the liaison committee.  The City expressed a 
concern that the given the limitations of new greenfield developments, the decline in low rise residential 
building permits and most importantly the recent trends in new construction within and adjacent to core of mid 
to high rise developments, whether the issues and the appropriate people are at the table.  Specific details of 
their concerns were not identified.   
 
It was acknowledged that many of the recent developments are being developed by builders who are not 
members of WRHBA.  This maybe because they are members in other Home Builders’ Associations (London, 
Hamilton/Halton, BILD) or do not see the value in HBA membership.  It was also pointed out to the City that 
WRHBA has provided comments on all municipal policy directions (Height and Density-Official Plan 
Amendment and Zoning By-law, Subdivision Agreement Review, Official Plan Review, Urban Design 
Guidelines and Site Plan Review, Development Charges By-law) to identify a few.   
 
WRHBA members met earlier and there was general agreement the scheduling of meetings need not to be 
monthly, additional WRHBA members of could be invited to the Committee and there is a potential to recruit 
new Association members.    
 
As with all of our WRHBA liaison committees, the success of this Committee has been founded on 
participation “in the best interests” of the big picture and a willingness to volunteer time.  The City was advised 

http://www.kitchener.ca/stormwater/


that this issue would be discussed at this Board of Directors and they have agreed to present their thoughts at 
the next Committee meeting (August 19, 2010).   
that this issue would be discussed at this Board of Directors and they have agreed to present their thoughts at 
the next Committee meeting (August 19, 2010).   
  
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  
    
No report at this time.  No report at this time.  
  
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
  
The Committee is evaluating the opportunity to update the 2005 MKI Reurbanization Market Analysis which 
provided the cornerstone to the two day conference and demonstrated the emerging market in Waterloo 
Region.  A presentation was provided by MKI to the Committee outlining what the update could look like and 
the benefits of such an update.  The majority of the funding is to be provided by the Region of Waterloo but 
other groups can support this project. 

The Committee is evaluating the opportunity to update the 2005 MKI Reurbanization Market Analysis which 
provided the cornerstone to the two day conference and demonstrated the emerging market in Waterloo 
Region.  A presentation was provided by MKI to the Committee outlining what the update could look like and 
the benefits of such an update.  The majority of the funding is to be provided by the Region of Waterloo but 
other groups can support this project. 
  
The Region of Waterloo is compiling a Reurbanization Policy Summary.  Draft will be provided when 
completed. 
The Region of Waterloo is compiling a Reurbanization Policy Summary.  Draft will be provided when 
completed. 
  
The discussion related to the collection of Economic Review of Sample Reurbanization Projects was deferred 
to the next meeting. 
The discussion related to the collection of Economic Review of Sample Reurbanization Projects was deferred 
to the next meeting. 
  
Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday July 7th. Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday July 7th. 
  
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA Past President 2009-2010  
 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA Past President 2009-2010  
 
No report at this time.  No report at this time.  
  

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  Consult 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of WRHBA’s 

Advocacy in Action. 
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WWWRRRHHHBBBAAA   CCCOOORRRPPPOOORRRAAATTTEEE   SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS --- CCCAAALLLLLL AAA MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRR FFFIIIRRRSSSTTT!!!


