
 

 

 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 
issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ 

Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Mark Van Dongen, Milla Homes, WRHBA Past President, 1999-2000 
 

• The new City of Waterloo Organizational Structure was circulated with three groupings (down from 
seven) with Cam Rapp becoming the Deputy CAO of the new Integrated Planning & Public Works 
which basically combines Planning, Building and Public Works together. This new group will include: 
Building Standards, Engineering, Growth Management, Planning, Transportation and Water 
Services. Bill Garibaldi is now the Deputy Commissioner of the Integrated Planning and Public 
Works. 

 

• Building Permits are basically on track or ahead of last year. Looks like +/-200 singles will be built in 
2013, or about the same as 2011. 

 

• Development Manual of 2003 has been updated and a draft copy has been circulated. Many 
WRHBA companies have sent their comments in to staff. 

 

• A Comprehensive Zoning By-law Review is underway with +/-100 different zoning bylaws to be 
incorporated into +/-20 new zoning bylaws. We should see a draft document in September or 
October. 

 

• The City is starting to deal with the AODA Act (Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities) and 
creating new formats for reports and studies. Essentially the new approach means that future 
submissions to the City must be able to be translated into an oral report which will eliminate charts 
and pictures for the most part. Transitioning to this new format will start soon so that everything 
complies by 2016. 

 

• Planning projects of note to our industry include the early stages of the new LRT stations in 
Waterloo, and a draft term of reference is being prepared for the last big subdivision in Waterloo - 
Beaver Creek Meadows. Of interest, as well, is that of the six objections that were filed with regards 
to the Northdale Study, three were withdrawn and one was settled, so only two remain unsettled. 

 

• Electronic submissions of Building Plans are being expanded. Soon all sizes will be accepted as well 
as drawings for decks and sheds. 

 

• Several staff changes are going to happen to fill the vacancy created by the departure of Rob Trotter 
as he becomes the Director of Planning for Brant County; for Ryan Mounsey who is becoming the 
Manager of Business Expansion & Retention as part of the Economic Development Department; 
and the unfortunate loss of Rob Martin. 

 

• The committee discussed the City’s Parking Fee Policy of charging for and working with large 
projects through an Agreement to ensure adequate parking for all construction workers and limited 
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on street parking so that traffic and ‘right of way’ impacts are minimized. The City deals with each 
project separately.  

 

• The committee also discussed how the City dealt with the “Strong Communities Through Affordable 
Housing Act”. The City has made provisions in their Official Plan and will allow secondary units in 
“some” (not all) zoning. Where secondary units are allowed will become clearer after the 
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw Review is completed. If builders want to know before that, they can 
contact Louise Finley of the ‘Planning Department’ or what is now called “Planning Approvals”. 

 

• Adam Lauder presented his staff report of Councils top 10 priorities for the Uptown core. Of note: 
commercial, arts, employment and entertainment priorities were listed, but there were no residential 
priorities. It was felt that Council may think that the residential component is doing well and does not 
need further focus. 

 

• The next meeting will be in September/October. A date has not been set yet. 
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-08 
 

• Online Permits went live effective January 2, 2013 and certain functions require users to pre-
register. Builders can now apply for building permits, book inspections, check inspection status and 
track permit fee rebates.  For more information or to apply for permits online, please visit – 
www.kitchener.ca/onlinepermits.    

 

• The City is planning to update the Standard Subdivision Agreement to bring it in line with the new 
Subdivision Manual and to reflect some of the changes that have occurred since the last update 10 
years ago.  A sub-Committee was formed and an extensive review was undertaken by WRHBA 
representatives.  These comments have been provided to City staff and reviewed with them in July. 
The City is hoping to take a final version to City Council for approval in the Fall. 

 

• Planning staff met with members of the WRHBA Kitchener Liaison Committee on several occasions 
to review and discuss proposed changes to the Demolition Control Policy and By-law.   

 
o WRHBA industry representatives provided detailed feedback and it is our opinion that 

Planning staff carefully considered all of our input in formulating the proposed policy and by-
law. 

 
o The Demolition Control Policy and By-law was considered by the Community and 

Infrastructure Committee on June 10th.  For further information please contact Andrew Pinnell 
at 519-741-2624 (fax) or Andrew.Pinnell@kitchener.ca. 

 

• The City would like to remind developers and builders that during the construction and build out of 
subdivisions, when roads are opened for public use (i.e. accepted by the City on to maintenance) 
any subsequent planned road closures for construction work needs to be reported to the City so that 
Emergency Services, Public Transit and schools can be notified.  Works within the boulevards (i.e. 
sidewalk installation, driveway ramps, boulevard trees, etc.) do not need to be reported to the City 
but coordination with existing residents is essential in order to avoid complaints and to minimize 
disruptions. 

 

• The City of Kitchener has indicated that they will not be incorporating the conditions that Canada 
Post requested regarding the imposition of a Mailbox fee.  The City Solicitor has forwarded a letter, 
on behalf of the corporation advising that there is no jurisdiction in the Planning Act to impose the 
conditions Canada Post is requesting.   

 

• The City would like to advise that in plans of subdivisions where temporary roads are constructed 
over future lots, the Ministry of Environment will require a Record of Site Condition when the 



temporary road is removed and the lots are proposed for development.  Since the Chief Building 
Official cannot issue a building permit if a Record of Site Condition is required this may cause a hold 
up when applying for building permits for the affected lots.  Moving forward, Building, Planning, and 
Legal departments are working together on a Record of Site Condition wording for new Subdivision 
Agreements. 

 

REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President, 2006-07 
 

• There were general updates from the Cities of Waterloo and Kitchener regarding a number of new 
reurbanization projects being considered and status updates related to existing construction 
projects.  In addition, the City of Kitchener advised that the second draft of their Official Plan is on-
line and should be reviewed.  They anticipate a fall adoption by Council.  The City is Waterloo is 
aggressively pursuing the preparation of their new Zoning By-law given the recent approval of their 
Official Plan. 

 

• There was a general discussion as to why more mid-rise residential development is not occurring.  
A broad range of reasons were discussed including but not limited to the economic viability and 
feasibility, price of land, skill set of local builders, costs of providing elevators, economies of scale, 
parking requirements, restructured parking, high water table, Development Charges, costs of that it 
is not occurring elsewhere (GTA), market choice, availability of financing and this despite that the 
Municipalities have done an excellent job in addressing Official Plan and Zoning policies/regulations 
for these potential sites. 

 

• It was noted that the Ontario Home Builders’ Association is pursuing the approval of six storey 
wood frame construction as part of the Ontario Building Code as is similar in British Columbia.  This 
approach potentially could reduce the costs of construction and wood frame construction is 
consistent with the skills sets of more builders.  

 

• The Region of Waterloo is undertaking a review of Stationary Noise Guidelines to address 
emerging issues given that more redevelopment projects are being located adjacent to existing 
residential areas, the location and size of HVAC systems, the ventilation of underground parking 
facilities, roof top amenity areas, and larger balconies to identify a few areas of discussion.    

 

• The Committee is exploring the opportunity to have a meeting scheduled in the City of Cambridge. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday August 7, 2013. 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of  

WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 

 

WRHBA CORPORATE SPONSORS - CALL A MEMBER FIRST 


