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Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 

committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and 
development issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association 

coordinates our advocacy efforts with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home 
Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at 

www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
 

NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
The Canadian Home Builders’ Conference was held last weekend in lovely Victoria, British Columbia 
and our representatives, President Brian, 1st VP Janice Kochan along with Board member Douglas 
Stewart, and other Association members. The speaker forums were interesting and the Business 
Alliance Centre proved to be a great showcase for new products. The weather was fantastic allowing us 
a least two opportunities to enjoy Victoria from the vantage of an outdoor patio. 
 
Our Urban Council representative Brian Campbell, Treasurer, attended the pre-conference meetings 
including Urban Council, Economic Research and the CHBA Board meeting and he will report on these 
meetings in the near future. 
 
This Conference is also where the annual meeting of members is convened and when the turn-over in 
Presidents occurs.  This year, there were no contentious resolutions to be dealt with so the annual 
meeting went very smoothly and very quickly. The highlight for me was the inaugural speech given by 
in-coming President Victor Fiume which was presented not only to the members in attendance but 
directly to Diane Finley, Member of Parliament for Haldimand-Norfolk and Minister of Human 
Resources and Skills Development who joined him on stage. 
 
In a nutshell, Victor referred to the fact that the government has done nothing to address policies that 
have been eroding housing affordability and choice for many years now. He noted that we are at a 
“crossroads”. The “new normal” that is now manifesting itself post recession, underscores that we can’t 
have the financial benefit that our industry provides to the economy if government persists in shifting 
additional costs onto the backs of new home buyers. He stressed that a new and smarter business 
model for government is the key to making right choices and that he will be pursuing these changes 
under ‘his watch”. We too, at the local level must get this message out to our Regional and local 
politicians. 
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
President Brian and 1st VP Janice Kochan attended OHBA Land Development Committee and then the 
OHBA Board meeting held in Toronto on February 25th.  
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Land Development Committee was honoured to have Mr. Michael Gottheil in attendance to explain the 
new format that includes the Ontario Municipal Board and several other Provincial tribunals within a 
“cluster” that he will “Chair”. These tribunals will share expertise on land development disputes with a 
view to better expediting decisions and scoping issues. Other issues discussed included the new 
regulations adopted by the Province with respect to brownfield development. The new regs are going to 
pose a formidable roadblock to redevelopment of brownfield projects and the notion that the Record of 
Site Condition process will be streamlined has been met with considerable doubt. 
 
The Board of Directors meeting touched on several important issues being pursued by the OHBA.  A 
meeting with new Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Jim Bradley is being requested to discuss 
with him the spectre of “inclusionary zoning” as well as to introduce him to the many issues on our 
agenda. It was announced that Rob Cooper, Sandy Ewen and Frank Gianonne will be our new 
representatives on the Tarion Board of Directors. Mike Martin, Chair of the Renovator’s Council 
announced that a Renovation HST Seminar is going to be held in Toronto on April 29th – additional 
information will be forthcoming.  In response to Mike Martin’s request for assistance in getting the word 
out to the public about the effect that HST will have on the renovation sector, President Brian agreed to 
write another article on this issue for publication in our local Homes section of the paper and to provide 
copies of both articles to Mr. Martin for use by others. 
 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
The HST Seminar was held yesterday at the Coldwell Banker Theatre and attendance was great at 
about 120 interested individuals.  Past OHBA President Frank Giannone gave an informative overview 
and had many pieces of timely advice for builders as the industry prepares for the implementation of 
the HST on July 1st, 2010.  Jane Adams, Associate Partner at KPMG in Waterloo provided additional 
details regarding the transition rules and certainly highlighted for everyone that NOW is the time to 
make appropriate arrangements for the onslaught of this new tax. Waiting will only get you in trouble. 
The PowerPoint presentations from both of our presenters are available via the Association office as is 
contact information for Jane Adams in the event you need to engage professional assistance to prepare 
your company for the introduction of the HST. 
 
On February 26th, President Brian attended a roundtable pre-budget discussion with MPP John Milloy. 
It provided an opportunity to stress the mistake that applying HST to renovation will have on the 
industry and the benefit that it will provide to the underground economy and also to underline that the 
price thresholds will need to be reviewed and indexed over time. I was also able to dispute the notion 
that inclusionary zoning would be a benefit to the provision of affordable housing in this Province and to 
caution that ever increasing government imposed costs are steadily taking potential purchasers out of 
the market. 
 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
No report at this time.  
 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Victoria St South - Mixed Use Corridor Zoning Implementation 
The City is undertaking the third of seven Mixed Use Corridor Implementations; Victoria Street South 
between Bramm Street and Walnut Street.   

http://www.wrhba.com/
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A Public Open House was held on Wednesday February 24th.  Any questions or requests for 
information should be directed to Heather Holbrook at the City. 
 
Development Charge Reserve Report 
The final 2009 Annual DC Reserve summary was presented to our Committee.  The summary provided 
some good news in that Revenues for the year were higher than forecasted and Expenditures were 
less than budgeted.  The net result was that a projected $833k deficit turned into a $3.6 million surplus. 
  
We have requested that further details be provided for the following expenditures: 

o General Park Development 
o Major Park Development 
o City Share Subdivisions 
o Community Trails 
o Engineering Studies 
o New Water Mains 
o Intensification Allowance 

 
Direct Detect 
The City clarified that where Direct Detect is required (subdivision agreement) building staff will require 
an operational Direct Detect system. Whether the system is connected with Bell, Rogers or wireless for 
those without a traditional land line, a functioning Direct Detect system is required. If the home owner 
cancels or disrupts the Direct Detect system after final inspection the builder is not responsible and the 
City will follow up with the home owner. 
 
The home owner should be advised by the builder that the Direct Detect system is a requirement 
contained within the subdivision agreement and is registered on title. If the owner has any questions on 
the legality, they can speak directly with their lawyer or alternatively contact the Fire Department (Gary 
Mann). 
 
Development Manual Update 
The City is in the process of updating their Development Manual and has been soliciting input from 
WRHBA as well as the local chapter of CEO (Consulting Engineers of Ontario).  There are some 
proposals in the draft Development Manual which are cause for concern as they would lead to higher 
costs for developments.  We will continue to provide feedback and members who could be affected are 
encouraged to review the draft document when it is available. 
 
Electronic filing of final Lot Grading Certification 
The Building Department would like to proceed with the implementation of electronic final grading 
certification. A meeting between industry and staff is being arranged to review this initiative with a 
potential implementation date of April 1st, 2010. 
 
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON   
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited 
 
No report at this time.  
 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  
 
No report at this time.  
 



REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
  
The Reurbanization Working Group is preparing a work plan to develop a Communication Strategy to 
support and address critical aspects related to future Reurbanization Projects within Waterloo Region.  
To complete the detailed review and the identification of the message the Committee has split into 
three groups.  The first sub-committee has created a structure and communication strategy table that 
includes each sub-committee’s appropriate target audience, responsibilities and objectives, general 
messages, outline of needed communications materials, and membership.  The goal is to develop a 
comprehensive communication strategy to demonstrate the value and benefits of reurbanization 
projects to the Public, Council and Municipal staff and Development Industry.   The other two sub-
committees will follow this format and provide an update for the next meeting.   Each committee was 
assigned members and preliminary meetings would be initiated by Trevor McWilliams for sub-
committee 2 and by Jennifer Passy for sub-committee 3. 
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Based on the updates of the Committee members there are a broad range of new Projects that are in 
the review and approval process with many proceeding to building permits this year. 
Based on the updates of the Committee members there are a broad range of new Projects that are in 
the review and approval process with many proceeding to building permits this year. 
  
The next meeting is scheduled for April 7, 2010.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 7, 2010.  
  
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Chair, Brian Blackmere, Stantec Constuling Ltd. Prepared by Committee Chair, Brian Blackmere, Stantec Constuling Ltd. 
  
The Guelph Home Builders’ Association has accepted our invitation to join the committee – they will be 
represented by Glenn Anderson from Gamsby and Mannerow. The next scheduled committee meeting 
will occur in April. 
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For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of 

WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 
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WWWRRRHHHBBBAAA   CCCOOORRRPPPOOORRRAAATTTEEE   SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS --- CCCAAALLLLLL AAA MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRR FFFIIIRRRSSSTTT!!!


