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Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 
issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ 

Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
NATIONAL - CHBA URBAN COUNCIL    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Urban Council Representative, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
The next Chair of the Council is Don Dessario (NORR Architects Planners) from Calgary. 
 
At the beginning of the meeting there was a discussion with council members about the important issues 
affecting each member Association.  Generally, there were common themes related to growth/planning 
policies and land supply, affordability, infrastructure deficit and matters relating to transit planning/funding.  
These were in addition to the two main areas of focus of the Council: Does growth pay for growth? and Aging 
in place.  
 
CMHC Report (November 2010) titled Government-imposed Charges on New Housing in Canada (2009) has 
been published and provides a very good reference tool to demonstrate that government imposed costs are 
undermining housing affordability and is a significant impediment. 
 
Peter Norman, Altus Group provided a presentation related to the municipal opportunity to fund the 
infrastructure deficit through municipal debentures and amortize the costs over the life of the infrastructure.  
These and other reports can be obtained through the CHBA website (www.chba.ca). 
 
A CHBA Task Force is being coordinated to review the issues of Aging in Place.  Douglas Stewart has been 
appointed to the Task Force with the expectation that additional information will be provided at the next 
meeting. 
 
There was a review of priority issues for the Council, and given the limitations of meetings in a year (three), it 
was agreed that these would be reviewed at each meeting to ensure that work plans and task forces can 
appropriately address these matters.  It was further agreed that there would be continual sharing of matters 
including “best practices” throughout the year. 
 
The next meeting scheduled is part of the CHBA Spring Meetings in Ottawa, Ontario on Friday May 27th. 
 
CHBA Board of Directors Meeting 
The CHBA Board of Directors met on Friday, February 25, 2011. The purpose of this meeting was to review 
the past year and to prepare for the Annual Meeting of Members to be held later in the day. 
 
There were presentations related to the proposed Resolutions and the recommendations from the 
Resolutions Committee, a review of the CHBA Financials for the past year and the proposed budget and 
updating of reports in particular from the CHBA Vision Action Committee.  These reports can be found on the 
CHBA website (www.chba.ca).  It should be noted that a proposed fee increase in the year 2012 may have to 
be considered and would be addressed in the future by the Board of Directors. 
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NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Janice Kochan, Eastforest Homes Ltd.; WRHBA President 
 
CHBA Conference 
Jamie Adam, First Vice-President, Douglas Stewart, Urban Council Representative, Marie Schroeder, 
Executive Officer and I attended the CHBA Conference in Banff, February 24-28. The theme this year was 
“Inspire” which fit well with comments from the keynote speaker Rex Murphy.  The conference successfully 
focused on “How to stand out from the competition through listening to consumers and being innovative and 
how builders can mobilize their full potential of business.”   
  
As your President, I represented the Association at the Annual Meeting of Members and carried the votes on 
behalf of WRHBA. All of the resolutions were unanimously approved by the Members with some of them 
being modified to clarify the intent and to conform to the approved CHBA By-laws.  Based on the Nomination 
Committee recommendations, the following were sworn in as the 2011/2012 CHBA Executive: 
 
Immediate Past President - Victor Fiume, Ontario 
President -Vince Laberge, Alberta 
First Vice President - Ron Olson, Saskatchewan 
Second Vice President(s) - John Friswell, British Columbia and Deep Shergill, Alberta 
Treasurer - Jane Morgan, Newfoundland 
Secretary - Bart Golightly, British Columbia 
 
WRHBA Past President, Brian Blackmere of Stantec Consulting Ltd. was one of the three Presidential 
appointees. Congratulations to Brian. 
 
In his address to the members Vince Laberge focused on a number of key initiatives during the coming year.  
A copy of his speech is attached. 
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Janice Kochan, Eastforest Homes Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
Jamie Adam and I attended the OHBA Board of Directors meeting in Toronto on March 9th.   
  
Humanitarian Build 
The OHBA Humanitarian Build has completely sold out.  They are looking into the possibility of getting 
additional spots for this trip due to the large waiting list, as many people want to contribute to this build.  Now 
that so many of the families and spouses of members attending are interested in helping with the build, they 
are planning to have us build 6 houses rather than the 4 as originally planned.  
 
Tarion Warranty Corporation 
A review of the current Construction Performance Guidelines commenced in November 2010. They expect 
that the review will be completed this summer and that they will be able to publicly share them by the 4th 
quarter of this year.  WRHBA will provide more information once it is received.  
 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Janice Kochan, Eastforest Homes Ltd.; WRHBA President 
 
Education House  
WRHBA is pleased to announce that our Education House has sold and will close on April 8th.  The house 
sold for $461,500 which was more than our asking price of $457,000. Again, thank you to all of our member 
trades and suppliers that donated time or material to this worthwhile project.  
 
The Education House committee will meet in April to review the process and make a recommendation for 
future projects.  This project has positively increased awareness and heightened our profile in the community 
and specifically with Conestoga College.  
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Here are a few other events that WRHBA has been involved in with the college:  
 
WIST (Women in Skilled Trades) 
In March, I was invited to speak with Conestoga College’s Women In Skilled Trades. Their request was two-
fold: 

 One, to talk about females in the construction industry, 
 And two, to share information about the Association and our relationship with builders, trades and 

suppliers.  Marie was helpful in bringing articles, brochures and pamphlets to profile our industry.  
 
Pre-Apprenticeship Training Program 
John Tibbits, President of Conestoga College invited me to attend the announcement of the pre-
apprenticeship training program in Guelph and Waterloo. Liz Sandals presented the following positive news: 
 
In Guelph, Conestoga College, along with the John Howard Society and Lutherwood, will receive $230,000 to 
deliver a pre-apprenticeship training program that will help 20 unemployed youth develop the skills they need 
to work in the Heavy Equipment Operator trade.  In Waterloo, Conestoga College, along the John Howard 
Society and Lutherwood, will receive $261,996 to develop a pre-apprenticeship training program that will help 
24 unemployed youth train in the Refrigeration & Air Conditioning Mechanic, Plumber and Gas Technician 
trades.    
 
Succession Planning   
The Association sent out a letter on March 1st encouraging builder members or a representative from the 
member company to consider putting a name forth for a position on WRHBA’s Board of Directors.  We need 
member support and expertise, so if you have an interest, please feel free to talk to myself, Brian Blackmere 
or Marie Schroeder.  
 
WRHBA Staff   
WRHBA is pleased to welcome our new Event and Marketing Coordinator, Stephanie Lake.  
 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
No report at this time.  
   
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited 
 
No report at this time.  
 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Development Manual Update 
There have been many concerns noted regarding increased costs of development associated with the revised 
Development Manual standards and procedures.  Members of the Liaison Committee have requested that 
further discussions take place to review what changes can be made to reduce some of these excessive costs. 
 
If any member would like to add to the list of concerns, please contact Peter Armbruster so that the item can 
be considered during the review process. 
 
Process Mapping, Simulation and Improvement Project Update  
Two consultants have been hired by the City to work on this project.  The project includes the review of ICI 
building permits, site plan approval and the subdivision approval process.  The Simulation aspect of this 
project is anticipated to be finalized for spring 2011.  
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Building Code Changes Update  
Kitchener and OBOA are waiting for the MMAH to come back with a training proposal.  Once more 
information is known, the City is willing to provide information sessions in regards to the Energy Efficiency 
Building Code Changes. 
 
Green Housing Incentive Program  
This program has been in place since November 2010 and has one successful applicant to date.  A LEED 
training session is to come April 2011 for builders, and training for sales staff who work in the model homes 
will follow.  Any further questions about this program, please contact Mandy Harris at 519-741-2312.  Also 
please visit the website - www.kitchener.ca/greenhousing to see what the qualifications, levels, and grant 
costs are.  
 
Site Plans  
Please be advised that MOE approvals for Oil/Grit Separators proposed on Site Plans have been taking up to 
8 months to obtain.  If any member is experiencing this delay for a project in the City of Kitchener, please 
contact Binu Korah for assistance. 
 
Agenda Items 
If any WRHBA member would like an issue addressed at the Kitchener Liaison Committee, please contact 
Peter Armbruster (parmbruster@activagroup.ca). 
 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  
 
No report at this time. 
 
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
Rapid Transit Review 
The primary focus of the meeting related to a presentation from Nancy Button, Director of Rapid Transit 
related to the Public Consultation process currently underway for the Rapid Transit review.  It should be noted 
that there is significant information available on the Region of Waterloo website (Rapid Transit) and there are 
numerous iterations of the presentation outlining the opportunities for the various options to foster a 
discussion and assist the Region in determining the recommended solutions.  It is anticipated that following 
the consultation process, Regional Council will make a decision on the staging and form of the Rapid Transit 
potentially in June.  Following this, Regional staff will initiate in the fall, the Rapid Transit Assessment (6 
month process), upon completion undertake design and begin construction in the year 2014. 
 
It is critical that members attend and participate in the consultation process given the importance of this 
Regional initiative. 
 
Market Analysis Report-MKI 
As reported earlier, the Region is updating the 2005 Reurbanization Market Analysis.  The first draft of the 
update has been reviewed, and based on comments, a second draft has been prepared and is currently being 
reviewed.  It is anticipated that a final draft will be available to the Committee for the next meeting.  Upon 
finalization of the Report, presentations to Area Municipal Councils may be undertaken.  Potentially, if there is 
interest within the Association, a presentation could be made.  The initial study and this updated report 
provides a useful resource to better understand the Reurbanization Market within the three cities. 
 
Municipal Incentives 
The City of Cambridge has updated their Municipal Incentives and provided a brochure outlining the various 
opportunities. An electronic copy of the incentives brochure is available by contacting the WRHBA office.  
 

http://www.kitchener.ca/greenhousing
mailto:parmbruster@activagroup.ca


The Region of Waterloo has a brochure related to Brownfield Redevelopment and an electronic copy of the 
brochure can be found at: 
 
http://www.region.waterloo.on.ca/web/region.nsf/97dfc347666efede85256e590071a3d4/0974b6e3a884df2d8
52573df006c69c9!OpenDocument  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday April 6th. 
 

GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA Past President 2009-2010  
 
A fee increase of 3% across the board was approved by the GRCA Board of Directors and came into force on 
March 1st, 2011. 
 
The Committee members are to provide suggestions/examples of fee calculation methodologies that they 
believe are equitable and workable to GRCA staff as soon as possible.  These models will be considered 
during the formulation of the new structure. 
 
Policies and Procedures for Conservation Authority Plan Reviews and Permitting Activities – discussion 
surrounding this MNR document outlining details of delegation to CAs and timelines for review took place. 
GRCA confirmed that they are meeting or exceeding the timelines for review in most cases. At the request of 
the Ontario Home Builders’ Association, a request was made to GRCA to consider offering their facility for a 
MNR hosted information session on these new policies. The session is to include an opportunity for GRCA 
staff to make a presentation on their operations and also for Home Builders’ Associations in the watershed to 
attend to hear first-hand about the changes. Additional details on this session will be provided as soon as they 
are available. 
 
Source Water Protection initiatives were discussed at some length with a view of trying to understand the type 
of land use restrictions that may advance. It was noted that the technical assessments have been completed 
and are currently with the Ministry of the Environment for review. A steering committee of Planning Directors 
and Water Managers for municipalities within the watershed is in place – Martin Keller is the GRCA lead. 
Once the technical assessments have been reviewed and modified, the information will be used as the basis 
for Protection Policies and Management tools to be drafted and put in place by each municipality.  GRCA 
confirmed that they have been fully engaged in these discussions to date.  This issue will demand on-going 
monitoring. 
 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.   
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and  

past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 

WRHBA CORPORATE SPONSORS - CALL A MEMBER FIRST
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