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Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 

committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and 
development issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates 
our advocacy efforts with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association 
and other Home Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 

 
 

NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
The Spring Business meetings are coming up at the end of May and the next Urban Council meeting will be 
convened as part of that series of meetings. This time our usual representative, Brian Campbell cannot attend 
for personal reasons so previous rep and Past-President Douglas Stewart has “stepped-up” by rearranging 
some of his personal commitments in order to attend the meeting. One of the primary issues at hand for this 
meeting will be the insidious matter of “inclusionary zoning”. 
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
Following our meeting in April with Waterloo MPP Elizabeth Witmer during which we pressed the issue of 
HST on renovations and its deleterious effect on the underground economy, she did follow as promised by 
writing to the Minister of Revenue, John Wilkinson, the Minister of Finance, Dwight Duncan and the Minister 
of Labour, Peter Fonseca.  Copies of Ms. Witmer’s letters have been provided to OHBA. 
 
A meeting with MPP Gerry Martiniuk (Cambridge) took place on May 7th and was really the first meeting 
involving this particular MPP. He was aghast that the current Provincial government has not heeded any of 
our suggestions with respect to initiatives required to quell the underground economy especially given the 
magnitude of lost tax revenues. He has undertaken to follow up with the Ministry of Revenue on the matter. 
He also agreed with Elizabeth Witmer’s suggestion that Peter Fonseca, Minister of Labour, would be a likely 
champion for us on the issue of HST on renovations as well as the cash economy matter. 
 
First VP Janice Kochan and myself attended the OHBA Board meeting that was held on May 12th at the 
Toronto Conference Centre located on the 35th floor at Yonge and Dundas Streets.  We provided a report on 
activity that has taken place in our local since the last Board meeting held February 25th including our 
meetings with local MPPs to discuss the HST on renovations issue and the underground economy. It sounds 
as though most locals are holding their own on the membership front and the mood was generally upbeat with 
respect to events and building activity. It should be noted that the Board approved a $20 dollar membership 
fee increase for the upcoming year which begins in September 2010. 
 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
We have been busy preparing for the Annual Meeting of Members as well as the Housing Forum being put on 
by the Region on June 15th.  This forum is aimed at providing information and generating discussion on the 
question of “Aging in Place”.  
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I was pleased to accept an invitation from Conestoga College to attend and present an award at their Trades 
and Apprenticeship Awards ceremony held yesterday at the Waterloo campus. 
 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
No report at this time.  
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Tree Conservation and Site Alteration By-laws 
On March 8th, two new environmental protection by-laws were passed by city council on. These by-laws take 
effect immediately and apply to properties within the City of Kitchener that are 0.405 hectares (1 acre) or 
greater in size. 
 
The first – a site alteration by-law – prevents the alteration of properties through activities such as grading, 
filling, leveling and compacting. The new bylaw provides the city with a way to formally control site alteration. 
 
The second by-law – a tree conservation bylaw – prohibits or restricts the destruction or injury of trees on 
private property of one acre or greater and enables the city to consider conservation opportunities before 
trees are destroyed. 
 
City staff will provide further clarification to those who wish to discuss this by-law further. Questions relating to 
site alteration should be directed to Binu Korah at 519-741-2974 or binu.korah@kitchener.ca   
 
Members may also wish to seek independent legal counsel regarding the applicability of these two new by-
laws to their particular circumstances. 
 
Development Manual Update 
The final version of the Development Manual is scheduled to go to Council for approval in May.  Although 
WRHBA volunteers have spent many hours reviewing the document and providing detailed comments, there 
are still some concerns. 
 
Staff have indicated that this Manual is a “living document” and can be changed as required.  There are some 
proposals in the Development Manual which are cause for concern as they would lead to higher costs and 
potential delays for development.  We will continue to provide feedback and members who could be affected 
are encouraged to review the document now that it is available. 
 
Urban Design Manual Update  
The City of Kitchener has recently completed a draft update to its Urban Design Manual.  This update 
includes numerous housekeeping changes to correct inconsistencies which are minor in nature; consolidation 
of previously approved Design Briefs (Downtown Design Districts, Mixed Use Corridors and Suburban 
Development and Neighbourhood Mixed Use Centres); new policies with respect to Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design (CPTED) and updated standards with respect to site design.  
Questions or comments should be directed to Lenore Ross at lenore.ross@kitchener.ca. 
 
 
Public Works Golf Tournament 
The Public Works Golf Tournament will be held on May 26, 2010.  The charity is The Children’s Wish 
Foundation.  The organizing committee is seeking donations for prizes and sponsorships.  Please contact 
Linda Cooper at the City for more information. 
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CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON   
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited 
 
The WRHBA Waterloo Liaison Committee most recently met on April 22, 2009.  City staff’s response to 
WRHBA members’ request to review the administrative process for the Planting Vouchers program was 
presented, at which time the committee was advised that Staff were satisfied that the program remained 
sound, it was crucial to continue with the program and there was a need to continue to educate the public of 
the value of planting native species.  WRHBA members remain supportive of the program and will continue to 
work with Staff to realize efficiencies in delivery. 
 
Mr. Ralph Kaminski, CBO, advised that he was looking forward to working with a few builders to test the 
online permit application and inspection system being introduced by the City of Waterloo, Milla Homes and 
Eastforest Homes have already volunteered to assist.  The online system will ultimately allow builders to 
apply and pay online for permits (with the exception of development charges), which will allow builders to 
monitor permit review online, obtain real-time inspection reports and link to historic permit data.  Drawings will 
be accepted in PDF format and AutoCAD for larger projects which will be attached to the digital permit file.  
The City intends to conduct a lunch and learn session for builders once the system is fully operational. 
 
On April 26th City of Waterloo Council was presented with a report on the Northdale neighbourhood, which 
advised of two very different approaches to dealing with the complex issues which have arisen in this 
neighbourhood bounded by Wilfred Laurier University and the University of Waterloo.  One of the 
perspectives, brought forward by residents of the district, propose a significant shift in the vision for the district 
– from major density increases to arduous environmental and architectural standards.  Council is expected to 
consider which vision to proceed with within the next month.  Council’s decision on how to plan for this district 
may have significant ramifications across the City. 
 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning; WRHBA Director  
 
The City's Chief Building Official gave a presentation on changes to the Building Code and the timelines for 
implementation. Key changes highlighted include:  
 
1) Building permit limitations in context of violations   
2) clarification of criteria for complete applications   
3) new criteria for occupancy and occupancy permits (coming into effect January 2012), including the change 
that a municipality does not have to complete a final inspection (we are going to continue dialogue on this 
topic). 
 
The City advised they have just changed their HVAC policy and no duct design is required for Part 9 
residential.  For more information, please contact Hardy Bromberg (City CBO).     
 
The Stormwater Management Study is in process. A draft report will be prepared for August 2010 with a 
report to Council in Fall 2010. The study is investigating approaches to SWM control for intensification areas. 
The draft study will be discussed with the Committee.  
 
The process to implement the Revised Street Lighting Standards Policy was discussed.  The policy is being 
implemented on new subdivisions. The Committee provided input on the procedures and a separate working 
group was established to work with the City to develop procedures that meet the City needs and do not result 
in duplication of efforts.  
 
City staff advised a report for information on Bill 198 (inclusionary zoning) was requested by Council. City staff 
drafted a report and circulated it to the Liaison Committee.  The City is looking for input from the homebuilder 
industry on proposed Bill 198 to include as information in the report. City staff indicated the report was 
deferred until information has been provided by the industry as they are aware this is an important issue. The 



Committee advised the issue has been discussed at a provincial level and agreed to gather information and 
identify key issues to provide to City staff.     
Committee advised the issue has been discussed at a provincial level and agreed to gather information and 
identify key issues to provide to City staff.     
  
The Engineering Standards Manual Update is getting started and the City requested the Committee identify 
priority issues to be addressed. Working meetings are anticipated with City Engineering staff.  
The Engineering Standards Manual Update is getting started and the City requested the Committee identify 
priority issues to be addressed. Working meetings are anticipated with City Engineering staff.  
  
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
  
As earlier identified, the Committee organized three sub groups to identify the priorities of a Communication 
Strategy as it relates to the General Public, Municipal Council and staff and the Development Industry.   All 
three sub committee presented a list of priorities of which many overlap.   

As earlier identified, the Committee organized three sub groups to identify the priorities of a Communication 
Strategy as it relates to the General Public, Municipal Council and staff and the Development Industry.   All 
three sub committee presented a list of priorities of which many overlap.   
  
One of the key priorities was to consider updating the “Reurbanization Market Analysis Report (2005) by MKI.  One of the key priorities was to consider updating the “Reurbanization Market Analysis Report (2005) by MKI.  
  
The Reurbanization Market Analysis Report, 2005 can be found at:  
http://www.region.waterloo.on.ca/web/region.nsf/97dfc347666efede85256e590071a3d4/34349C5BECC84B2
The Reurbanization Market Analysis Report, 2005 can be found at:  
http://www.region.waterloo.on.ca/web/region.nsf/97dfc347666efede85256e590071a3d4/34349C5BECC84B2
A8525760F0052D773/$file/FINAL%20Reurbanization%20Study.pdf?openelement      
The terms of reference for this study is attached. 
 
For the next meeting the Committee is to consider:   
 Reurbanization projects to collect data on (ideally a handful that represent a diverse collection of projects) 
 Information to be included in the reurbanization market analysis that will meet the needs of the RWG's 

Communication Strategy.  
 
One of the other priorities was to create a visual communication tool that would address many of the priorities 
of the subcommittees.  An excellent example was identified that could provide a catalyst for a future 
production.  To access the video go to:  
http://www.region.waterloo.on.ca/web/region.nsf/DocID/714C7770437C393D852572B20052FC79?OpenDocu
ment   Click on Symphony of Design in the "What does Reurbanization Look Like?” section mid-way down 
the page.   
 
The next meeting is scheduled for June 2, 2010. 
 
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Brian Blackmere, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
It’s been extremely difficult to coordinate schedules with GRCA staff over the last few months; however, the 
next meeting is now slated for June at which time the new fee structure being proposed by the Authority will 
be presented and discussed. 
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For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  Consult 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of WRHBA’s 

Advocacy in Action. 

WWWRRRHHHBBBAAA   CCCOOORRRPPPOOORRRAAATTTEEE   SSSPPPOOONNNSSSOOORRRSSS --- CCCAAALLLLLL AAA MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRR FFFIIIRRRSSSTTT!!!
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