
 

 

 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 
issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ 

Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Brian Campbell, Stantec Consulting Ltd, WRHBA President 
 
Region of Waterloo Development Charges Act expires in 2015; The Region of Waterloo is actively 
looking to have the Provincial DC Act amended regarding the use of Development Charges to fund the LRT 
infrastructure project. WRHBA will be sending letters to local MPPs stating that we oppose opening the DC 
Act and that the Association would like to meet to discuss the implications it would have. Ministers Jeffery 
(Municipal Affairs & Housing) and Murray (Infrastructure & Transportation) will be cc’d as well as OHBA. 
WRHBA Advocacy Funds may ultimately be needed to hire a consultant/lawyer in order to strongly oppose 
the amendment. 

 
Region of Waterloo set to take OMB to Court over recent ruling regarding the Regional Official Plan. The 
Province of Ontario is on the record in support of the Region; MP Catherin Fife is also stating that the OMB 
is broken and needs to be overhauled. WRHBA will be in contact with OHBA regarding provincial 
representation. 

 
WRHBA was pleased to take part in the April 10th Opposition Day at Queen’s Park.  The motion, 
presented by MPP Dunlop, was meant to abolish the College of Trades; unfortunately this didn’t happen; 
however, we acknowledge and appreciate the extensive work performed by OHBA on behalf of all locals; 
and we are committed to continuing our support. 

 
WRHBA stakeholders met with CMHC, May 15th for roundtable discussions wherein WRHBA provided 
industry thoughts on scope of work heading into CMHC’s annual housing forum/seminars. I.e. impact of 
restrictions/new rules on mortgages; demographics/aging in place; housing types; renovations, etc.  

 
WRHBA added a ninth branch to its Liaison Committees; a CBO Builder Committee comprised of 
CBO’s from all 7 municipalities and 7 builder/renovators; issues are specific to builders/building envelope. 

 
Canada Post - Waterloo Region Municipalities are NOT currently collecting the $200 fee; all approvals 
are going through as they wait to see the outcome of discussions with CHBA, Federal Government (Minister 
Lebel) and Canada Post. 

 
WRHBA annual Board of Directors turnover meeting is set for May 23.13, I’ll move to Past President, 
and Kevin Watts will move into the position of President for the 2013-2014 term.  
 

REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
East Side Lands 
Staff provided an update per the last PIC that was held in April.  The servicing concepts were presented 
including the recommended preferred alternative.  The estimated cost for Stage 1 (located in the north end 
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of Cambridge) is approximately $65M.  It is expected that the lands will be development ready by 2015.  
City of Cambridge is looking to prepare an area specific Development Charges study for Stage 1. 
 
LRT and Transit Hub 
Region is preparing a marketing and business development study to be completed by the end of June.  The 
Transit Hub is proposed to have 1 million sqft of non-transit building area (ie retail commercial, office 
commercial, etc) with an FSR of 7.5.  This would be in addition to the building area required for transit 
related services (ie rider platforms, ticket kiosks, etc).  As part of the study, the Region is consulting with the 
private sector industry re: assumptions for absorption rates, market preferences & uptake, etc.  The Region 
is also identifying and reviewing various potential constraints to be addressed for the building of the Transit 
Hub, including modal access for the various forms of transit (ie. local transit buses, regional buses, cars, 
‘kiss and ride’, pedestrians, bicycles, taxi/limo), servicing (sewage, water, hydro), etc 
 
Water and Wastewater monitoring report 
This will be formally reported on by Region Staff at our next meeting.  In short, the report is a good news 
story in that average water consumption (and therefore sewage discharge rates) continue to drop in light of 
continued development growth is various sectors and locations in the Region. 
 
Development Charges (DC) Bylaw Update 
The Region has retained Hemson Consultants to complete the DC Background Study and assist in 
preparing the proposed DC Bylaw update.  A Steering Committee has been struck, with a number of 
Regional Councilors expressing interest in participating on the Committee.   
 
The Region has issued a letter to the Province requesting that the DC Act be updated to eliminate the 
historic level of service calculation to secure additional funding from new home buyers for the LRT. The 
WRHBA notes: the Federal and Provincial governments have made significant contributions from their 
general tax base to allocate $565 million for the project, as such the $253 million regional capital share for 
the project is a significant contribution; the recommendation by the Region is to amend the DC Act to shift a 
higher proportion of the infrastructure costs onto new home buyers and new employment uses are 
counterintuitive, as they would reduce housing affordability and restrict employment opportunities in the 
specific areas around the transit line that the Region should be promoting growth and intensification; and, 
 the ten-year historical service average and mandatory 10 per cent of soft services and transit discount exist 
to prevent municipalities from gouging new home buyers while artificially suppressing property taxes (i.e. 
current voters). It is clearly unfair for the first purchaser of a new home to embed the costs in their mortgage 
for an infrastructure asset that will be used for generations to come.  
 
The Region expects to have a draft of the Hemson DC background study available on or around June 13, 
and plans to have the new DC Bylaw update approved by January, 2014.  That is about 6 months away.  
This is a compact timeframe for this significant DC update, and will require a prompt detailed review by our 
Association in the summer months, and dialogue with Region staff. 
 
Presentation from the Region’s Housing Department. 
The ROW Housing Dept presented on new Affordable Housing developments, and challenges, at our 
Regional Liaison Last week and provided survey’s for our Liaison Committee members to fill out.  The 
waiting list for affordable housing continues to grow.  A number of ROW redevelopment/building upgrade 
projects are underway for a number of the existing ROW Affordable Housing properties.  The ROW Housing 
Dept is concerned with the potential for a significant Regional DC increase, and will be addressing Council 
with concerns that it further erodes affordability …which is one of our industry’s concerns.  As such, they 
need to be availed with the impacts that taxation have on the cost of housing, as it would be beneficial to 
have more groups (than just our own) taking issue with higher DC’s and corresponding erosion of 
affordability. 
 
The Housing Dept also indicated that a few local builders have been doing affordable housing projects, and 
we suggested that they may wish to provide some info to our Association members on how those builders 
are able to make the financials work (ie incentives? grants?).  As most of our builders see margins in 
affordable housing that present a serious barrier to most builders considering an affordable housing project. 
 



CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-08 
 
Online Permits 
Online Permits went live effective January 2, 2013 and certain functions require users to pre-register. 
Builders can now apply for building permits, book inspections, check inspection status and track permit fee 
rebates.  For more information or to apply for permits online, please visit – Kitchener.ca/onlinepermits.  
 
Demolition Control Policy Review 
The City is reviewing their current Demolition Control Policy and is requested industry feedback on how to 
improve the process.  A Demolition Control Policy Comment Form is available from Andrew Pinnell at 519-
741-2624 (fax) or Andrew.Pinnell@kitchener.ca. 
 
Canada Post – Mailbox Fee 
The City of Kitchener has indicated that they will not be incorporating the conditions that Canada Post 
requested regarding the imposition of a Mailbox fee.  The City Solicitor has forwarded a letter, on behalf of 
the corporation advising that there is no jurisdiction in the Planning Act to impose the conditions Canada 
Post is requesting.   
 
Temporary Roads in Plans of Subdivisions 
The City would like to advise that in plans of subdivisions where temporary roads are constructed over 
future lots, the Ministry of Environment will require a Record of Site Condition when the temporary road is 
removed and the lots are proposed for development.  Since the Chief Building Official cannot issue a 
building permit if a Record of Site Condition is required this may cause a hold up when applying for building 
permits for the affected lots.  Moving forward, Building, Planning, and Legal departments are working 
together on a Record of Site Condition wording for new Subdivision Agreements 
 
 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of  

WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 

 

WRHBA CORPORATE SPONSORS - CALL A MEMBER FIRST 


