
 

 
 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

Waterloo Region Home 
Builders’ Association 
Advocacy in Action 

November 2011 
 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 
issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ 

Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
CHBA URBAN COUNCIL REPORT 
Prepared by Representative, Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
The 26th Meeting of the Council met in late October as part of the Fall CHBA Meetings. 
 
There was a presentation by Peter Norman, Altus Group on their draft Report “How Basic Urban Infrastructure 
Investment Benefits the Wider Community”.  Based on the general discussion related to this report a number 
recommendations resulted (see recommendations below).  This is a work in progress. 
 
There was a presentation by Christopher Lorenc on behalf of the (Manitoba) Infrastructure Funding Council-2011 
which is a long term strategy to provide for direction of how the three levels of government can address the 
infrastructure needs within Manitoba.  One of the recommendations of note is to add 1% to the Provincial Sales 
Tax to fund infrastructure.  
 
There was a presentation by Ed Charlton, Imperial Oil related to their experience to brownfield 
remediation/redevelopment.  Clearly, there is not a national standard and approach to brownfield remediation and 
the resultant redevelopment.  Imperial Oil have several sites ready to be sold but will not sell based on an 
experience to a redevelopment of single detached dwellings.  Many of these sites are strategically located as prime 
redevelopment opportunities.  Several successful sites have been redeveloped and were shown as excellent 
examples of remediation.   
 
There was a general discussion related to priorities of the Council and these strongly remain related to 
infrastructure, changing market demands, public planning policy and immigration/aging in place. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE CHBA EXECUTIVE BOARD AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS FROM URBAN 
COUNCIL – OCTOBER 2011 
 
1) That Urban Council members be asked to identify what other areas of quantitative analysis might be useful to 

incorporate into the Altus Group report on Community-wide Benefits. These suggestions to be submitted over 
the next 2 weeks for Executive Board consideration. 
 

2) That the Altus Group report on Community-wide Benefits, together with previous reports done for CHBA on 
municipal infrastructure investment, be synthesized into a plain language resource document. This work to be 
informed by the report prepared by the Infrastructure Funding Council in Manitoba. 
 

3) That as this synthesis is developed attention be given to the development of options for a central message for 
communicating to the public that infrastructure investment is a public policy imperative that must be addressed. 

 
4) That CHBA consider the development of a public information initiative on the infrastructure investment 

imperative along the lines of New Homes Month and Renovation Month, e.g., “Infrastructure Week.” 
 

5) That a briefing note to prepared on the concept of user fees and how this concept applies to Development Cost 
Charges (DCCs). This will address whether DCCs may be considered a tax under certain circumstances and 
the implications of this in relation to provincial and municipal tax powers.   
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The next meeting is scheduled prior to the CHBA National Conference, March 2012. 
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Jamie Adam, Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
On November 9, 2011, Marie Schroeder and Jamie Adam were invited to attend a gathering with other OHBA 
board members as well as members of BILD. Hosted at Paul Golini’s home in Toronto, we met with the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, Kathlyeen Winn, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure, Bob Chirarelli as well 
as MPP Sorbarra, where we were able to discuss the importance of housing affordability and choice, the 
underground economy, and reinforce with the Ministers that we are here to work with them in developing sound 
strategies to encourage strength in our industry. 
 
The McGuinty government has announced plans to introduce a healthy housing renovation tax credit. This initiative 
would provide tax credits to those retrofitting their homes to make them more accessible. 
 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Jamie Adam, Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd.; WRHBA President 
 
CMHC presented this year’s edition of the Housing outlook for Ontario as well as our local market. Stability in the 
market, led by less expensive housing types will be the story for next year, but considerable down side risks exist 
and need close monitoring. In CMHC’s opinion, innovative new products will sell well, but caution is advised.  
 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
No report at this time.  
   
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Mark Van Dongen, Milla Homes, WRHBA Past President, 1999-2000 
 
A big “Thank You” goes to Jennifer Passy (Cook homes) who is leaving our Association, and Cook Homes to join 
the Upper Grand District School Board. Jennifer has served as Committee chair on this important committee for the 
past few years and has done so with great dedication and perseverance. Jennifer was never one to shy away from 
a difficult discussion. Jennifer was always able to separate personal or business issues to be able to represent all 
members and all the different viewpoints of the Association in a very diplomatic and thorough fashion. Jennifer was 
always very articulate, polite and detailed in how she spoke and how she wrote. She understood how important the 
various issues were for this Committee as well as the other Association issues she tackled. Her kindness and 
infectious smile will be missed, but we wish much continued success with this next phase of her career. All the very 
best from all of us at WRHBA. 
 
The interim Chair of the Committee will be Mark Van Dongen (mark@millahomes.com). 
 
This Committee last met on September 8, 2011 where the DC account was reviewed and it was in good shape with 
89% of revenues collected by Sept.11; The Official Plan progress was recapped (next public meeting was 
Sept.19.11); Building Permit fees were discussed and are expected to stay the same for 2012; and a few other 
topics were covered.  
 
It is hoped that this committee will still meet on a quarterly basis. Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for early 
December. In the meantime, the Association has expressed its concern over the newest City of Waterloo policy 
that came into effect where additional financial site plan requirements were implemented without any discussion or 
warning with our industry. 
 
It should also be noted that the city has set up a new liaison committee dealing with high rise and in-fill types of 
projects. It is called the URBANIZATION Committee and meets monthly. WRHBA members on that committee 
include Craig Robson (Robson Carpenter LLP), Ian Robertson (Meritech Engineering), Stewart Elkins (Paradigm 
Transportation Solutions Ltd.), Dave Innocente (MTE) , John Clifford (RBC), Chris Pidgeon (GSP Group) & Tony 
Giovinazzo (Activa). This committee will explore the various issues that concern both the city and private industry 
when developing and building these types of projects. 
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If any member of the WRHBA has any issues or concerns with the City of Waterloo, please send them to Mark Van 
Dongen (mark@millahomes.com). 

 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Draft DC Deferral Report 
With the Development Charge Reserve fund in a negative position and projected to get worse, staff have 
undertaken a review of all upcoming capital works projects and are recommending that some of these projects get 
deferred in order to balance the DC reserve fund.  A prioritization matrix was devised by staff to rank each project 
in order to determine which projects could be deferred. Members are encouraged to review this document to 
determine if it will affect any of their development interests. 
 
KGMP Update & Official Plan 
The Kitchener Growth Management Plan was approved by Council on November 14th and copies of the plan are 
available on the City’s website.  Questions or concerns related to this document should be directed to Brandon 
Sloan at the City. 
 
A draft of the Official Plan is available for members to view on the City of Kitchener’s website –  
http://www.kitchener.ca/en/insidecityhall/First_Draft_of_Kitchener_New_Official_Plan.asp 
Additional information on new/existing/modified policies and a copy of the presentation that was made to Council is 
also available on the website.   
 
DC Credit for Service Agreement 
A draft DC Credit for Service Agreement was presented to the Committee for review.  The purpose of these 
Agreements would be to allow developers to pay to have infrastructure constructed that the City is unwilling or 
unable to fund itself.  Reimbursements to the developer would then be provided by way of a DC credit or refund.  It 
is anticipated that these Agreements would only be available for projects in high priority lands and for engineering 
related projects. 
 
2012 Proposed Planning/Engineering and Building Fees 
The 2012 fees schedule was approved by Council on November 14th.   Most Planning and Engineering fees have 
inflationary increases proposed while Building is not recommending a fee increase for Building Permits. 
 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning 
  
There was discussion regarding the change to the standards for water meters.  City staff is preparing a report to 
Committed/Council and is working through a review of the various alternatives.  City staff will continue to consult 
with the Committee and provide any additional information.   
 
A review of the Parkland Dedication By-law (early 2012) to update and provide additional direction on 
when/where/how the City will meet the Planning Act requirements for parkland dedication.  At this point, City staff 
are reviewing examples from other municipalities (i.e. City of Waterloo) and would appreciate any input from the 
Committee.  The City will consult with the Committee throughout the process.   
 
The City requested the builder group give consideration to “rethink” the approach to entry features and begin to 
design development/subdivision such that entry features are located within common areas and not within areas 
that will eventually be conveyed to the City. 
 
City Subdivision Agreement – A review has been initiated.  The City will involve the Committee as part of the 
review prior to any final form of the agreement. 
 
The following is a letter from the City of Cambridge dated October 31, 2011. WRHBA sent this letter to all members 
through the November 11th eNEWS email.  
  
Re: Encroachments onto Municipal Easements 
 
Please be advised of the following change to the protection of municipal easements on private property: 
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• The pre October 2011 wording of our easement document provides that no structure, building, installation, 

fence, growth, article or other thing shall be built, constructed, erected, installed or placed within a 
municipal easement “without the prior written approval of the City”. The City may consider the possibility of 
permitting encroachments into easements in existing plans of subdivision on (Plan 58M-518 or earlier), and 
only after careful consideration of the impact of that encroachment. The Senior Development Engineer in 
consultation with Transportation and Public Works will determine whether an encroachment will have any 
impact on the City’s ability to access, repair or replace its infrastructure or whether any increased liability 
could result from the encroachment. Written documentation will be provided to the applicant and Legal 
Services if an encroachment is permitted.  

 
• For all future plans of subdivision (after Plan 58M0518), the Senior Development Engineer will continue to 

determine the width of easements required to protect the City interested based on the infrastructure 
proposed including size and depth. The wording of our standard easement documents revised to state that 
encroachments are not permitted (except for fencing and landscaping).   

 
Please note that when our Development Engineering section is performing subdivision inspections for the purpose 
of L/C reductions and closing out subdivision agreements, easements will be inspected to ensure that no 
encroachments exist.  
 
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
A presentation was made to the City of Cambridge on November 7th and this presentation is similar to ones 
provided to Waterloo and Kitchener Council. The next meeting was scheduled on Wednesday November 16th and 
a summary of that meeting will be provided in the next edition. 

 
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Chair, Brian Blackmere, Laurendale Custom Homebuilders, WRHBA Past President 
2009-2010  
 
No report at this time.  

 
URBANIZATION COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Member, Craig Robson, Robson Carpenter LLP, WRHBA Advisor 
 
The Committee is going to be reviewing the proposed City of Waterloo Site Plan agreement and related security 
requirements. A report will be made on this at a later date.  
 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of  

WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 

WRHBA CORPORATE SPONSORS - CALL A MEMBER FIRST
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