
 

 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy 
efforts with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home 

Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION, URBAN COUNCIL  -  WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Council Rep, Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
The Urban Council supported the development of a “one-pager” on the CHBA position regarding a long-term 
infrastructure plan for Canada to facilitate communication with Federal, Provincial and Municipal  Governments, 
Local Home Builders’ Associations and the media.   
 
• The focus should define the national concerns and why it should be undertaken.  Consideration should be 

given to but not limited to specific themes including environmental quality; jobs; economic productivity; and 
the benefits of efficient urban transportation 

• There could be an “emotive” appeal to demonstrate the role infrastructure has on the impacts to the 
economy related to the costs of delays in the movement of goods, services and people.    There could be a 
focus on that the home building industry “builds strong vibrant communities”  

• The solid economic rationale for federal infrastructure investment also needs to be stressed.  The 
government wants numbers relating to the return on investment from infrastructure funding, and 
documentation that Canadians will be better off financially as a result of federal contributions toward 
municipal infrastructure costs.  It needs to be clear that the federal government has a major stake in this 
matter and why it is in this business at all 

• It will be essential to enlist the support of and/or to engage in cooperation with other like-minded 
organizations, such as the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, so ideally some direct or indirect references 
should be made to shared interests with these organizations.  It is also essential to understand the 
perspective of the other players whether they are supportive or not in part of whole.  This could include the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

• The one-pager should have a ”marketing” look.  Clear, concise and direct.  Examples were cited related to 
OHBA and BILD materials. 

 
The next meeting is scheduled part of the Pre-Conference Meetings in Lake Louise, Alberta on Tuesday March 
5, 2013 
 

PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Brian Campbell, Stantec Consulting Ltd; WRHBA President 
 
Ontario Building Code 
The current Code was released in 2006. The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing filed the next edition of 
the Code on November 2, 2012 with broader support for the economy, promotion of a greener Ontario, and an 
increased focus on public safety. Most of the new code will take effect January 1, 2014. 
 
As of January 2012 the Code requires all new houses to meet standards that are generally equivalent to 
EnerGuide 80. 
 
OHBA has a working group addressing issues with SB-12 relating to prescriptive alternatives to Energuide 80. 

Waterloo Region Home 
Builders’ Association 
Advocacy in Action 

November 2012 

 



Growth Plan 
Official Plans were to be in conformity with the Plan by June 2009. This has proven difficult. There is also 
concern with achieving 50 residents and jobs per hectare and OHBA has recommended that the province 
separate employment and density targets. 
 
OHBA, along with many Municipalities, have identified issues with core infrastructure and required investment 
that will be required in support of the plan. 
 
The Plan’s horizon is currently 2031 but proposed Amendment No 2 extends this horizon to 2041 and contains 
new forecasts for population and employment for 2036 and 2041. 
 
OHBA continues to meet with authorities to educate and inform on various policy and regulatory barriers our 
industry faces to implement the Plan. 
 
Condominium Act Review 
The Provincial Government has announced its intention to review the Act in consultation with the industry. 
OHBA has established a Condo Review Committee in support of this effort. OHBA has enlisted the expertise of 
many local members including our own Craig Robson. 
 
College of Trades 
OHBA continues to advocate for the Building Industry in opposition to many policies and procedures with the 
College. Subsequent to meetings with Minister Milloy and WRHBA reps, the College presented at a recent 
OHBA Board meeting and accepted questions. This is seen as a positive move in that OHBA is recognized by 
the College as an important stakeholder. 
 
The College has announced an annual fee structure for 2013 that includes $60 for Apprentice, $120 for 
Journeyperson and optional enrollment by employers at $120. This is seen as a win by OHBA in that they 
opposed a fee to employers. 
 
A major focus going forward for OHBA on this issue will be Journeyperson/Apprentice ratios. OHBA believes the 
ration should be 1:1 across the board. 
 
Development Charges 
OHBA Land Development Committee, chaired by our own Douglas Stewart, is presenting a Development 
Charges Seminar on Monday December 3, 2012. This seminar is to be held in Burlington at the Holiday Inn, 
3063 South Service Road. 
 
Please refer to OHBA’s “Housing Issues Status Report – Fall 2012” for more information on these issues and 
more. 
 

LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Brian Campbell, Stantec Consulting Ltd; WRHBA President 
 
City of Waterloo 
The City of Waterloo has announced that Residential DC’s will be reduced from the current level of $14,195 for 
single and semi units to $11,982. This move is unprecedented and very good news for new home builders in this 
market. 
 
Region of Waterloo 
WRHBA representatives Brian Campbell, President and Ian Rawlings, Chair Regional Liaison Committee met 
with Rob Horne of the Region of Waterloo to discuss the Tax Increment Grant (TIG) program that, to date, has 
promoted development in city core areas and on sites where environmental clean up was required. This 
program was funded through tax dollars and committed up to $5,000,000. The program is no longer in a fully 
funded position and the Region will be considering this at budget time. WRHBA would like to see the program 
continue and supports the Region finding ways to sustain the program going forward. 
 
Our Regional Liaison Committee will continue to challenge the Region in their proposal to increase select 
Development Application fees. Although the fees have remained static since 1996 WRHBA would like to see 



appropriate justification for increased fees and would also support a review of procedures and policies that may 
mitigate the need for fee increases. 
 
Minister Milloy 
President Brian Campbell and 1st Vice Kevin Watts met with Minister Milloy to conclude the Summer 2012 MPP 
campaign. It was convenient that Minister Milloy was re-appointed as Minister of Trades, Colleges and 
Universities just prior to our meeting. Minister Milloy was open to providing new information regarding the 
College of Trades and recognized the homebuilding industry as a major influence to the College. 
 
Canada Post 
WRHBA President, Brian Campbell was interviewed by CTV News on the Canada Post announcement that they 
will assess each new address in Canada with a $200 fee. This new fee, representing up to $40 million per year, 
is connected to the installation of Community Mailboxes. CHBA, OHBA and WRHBA all agree that this proposed 
fee is unacceptable. Canada Post did not consult with the building industry on this initiative and contradicts the 
Corporations promises made to new home buyers when community mail boxes were first introduced. WRHBA is 
in contact via letter with local MPs on the issue. 
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Canada Post – Community Mailbox Charges 
Canada Post is proposing to charge $200 per municipal address in new developments starting on January 1, 
2013.  This issue was discussed at our Liaison meeting and we are asking that the Municipality refuse to impose 
this new fee.  Canada Post doesn’t have the authority to arbitrarily impose conditions through the subdivision 
approval process. They can request the Approval Authority to impose a Condition requiring the developer to pay 
the fee, but the Approval Authority can choose to accept, modify or refuse the requested condition. 
 
2013 Proposed Fees and Charges 
Most existing fees are proposed to increase by about 3% in Planning and Engineering.  Most Building fees are 
proposed to remain the same.  The City will be seeking to increase the Engineering Review Fee from 4% of 
construction costs to 4.5% of construction costs (a 12.5% increase).  The City is NOT planning on improving 
service levels as a result of this fee increase.  They are suggesting that this increase is required to improve cost-
recovery based on their current level of service. 
 
Development Manual Updates 
Further updates to the Development Manual are anticipated over the next few weeks related to boulevards, 
trees, and water boxes.  Any changes will be communicated online via the City of Kitchener’s website. 
 
Places to Grow – Proposed Amendment 2 
Proposed Amendment 2 to the Growth Plan for the GGH was reviewed briefly by the Committee.  Staff will be 
preparing a report to Council which will be provided to our Committee for review.   
 

REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
The meeting was held on the campus at the University of Waterloo within the new Environment Building. There 
was a general update of new projects and the City of Waterloo highlighted their recent Urban Design Awards 
Program which was a unanimous success. 
 
Two ongoing University of Waterloo research projects related to a better understanding of reurbanization were 
highlighted.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for December 5th. 
 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of  

WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 


