
 

 

 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 
issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ 

Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION - URBAN COUNCIL -  WWW.CHBA.CA 

Prepared by Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President 2006-07 
 
Board of Directors Meetings - The focus of the Fall CHBA Board of Directors meeting was the 
deliberations, adjustments, and ultimate approval of the Association’s Strategic Directions 2014 document.  
The approved document will now serve as the guiding principles for moving forward with respect to 
governance and operation of the CHBA as we work together to “strengthen the voice” of our Association.  
The following are some highlights: 
 
Governance will see some significant changes: 

• The Board of Directors will shrink from 47 to 27 members consisting of an 8 person Executive 
Committee plus: 8 provincial HBA representatives; 4 CHBA Council Chairs; representatives from 
each of the 3 largest HBAs; representatives from 2 medium-sized HBAs (with 200 or more 
members); and representatives from 2 small HBAs (with less than 200 members). 

• Implementing best practices for Board meetings to ensure active engagement and decision-making 
by the Board and make best use of our volunteers’ expertise and time.  The Fall Meetings reflected 
that start of these changes and were well received. 

Operationally, CHBA is moving ahead with the following: 

• Great emphasis on government relations supported by close collaboration among all three levels of 
the Association. This will include careful refinement in what we ask government to do, and increased 
focus on building relationships with MPs and Ministers throughout the year with continual interaction 
plus regular highlights on a key events calendar. 

• Over the near-term, government relations will focus on three priority issues:  
o Deteriorating housing affordability, particularly as this affects younger first-time buyers, and the 

case for federal action to address this problem. 
o The growing shortage of skilled workers, and steps the federal government needs to take to 

support skilled trades training and immigration in our industry. 
o The underground ‘cash’ economy and what the federal government can do today to indicate it 

takes this problem seriously. 

• Government relations efforts will be supported by stronger and more effective internal and external 
communications, keeping Association members informed and engaged, and building an effective 
presence with national business and financial media.  

• Through operational efficiencies, the CHBA has strengthened its financial situation and is positioned 
to operate “in the black” for the next two years. 

 
Committees and Councils advanced their self-assessments as part of the review to maximize their 
efficiency and effectiveness.  Out of their meetings also came the following Motions that were presented to 
and passed by the Board of Directors: 
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1.   Prepare a detailed national communications strategy and action plan to convey common messages 
about the adverse impacts of government imposed costs on housing affordability. While CHBA 
supports growth paying an equitable share of costs, this must be fair and consider benefits to the 
existing community as well. 

2.   Establish a Working Group to explore the establishment of a new CHBA Net-Zero Housing Council 
that would seek to influence developments related to net-zero housing consistent with the interests 
of the home building industry and its customers. 

3.   Advocate strongly that the Federal Government re-introduce Bill C-56 to combat the importation of 
counterfeit products. 

 
The next meeting will be held in Whistler in early April.  The spring meetings in Ottawa will consist of a 
Board of Directors Meeting and the Forum for Growth.  There will be no committee and council meetings in 
Ottawa in the Spring since those meetings will fall so shortly after the Conference meetings in Whistler. 
 

PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION  -  WWW.OHBA.CA  

Prepared by Kevin Watts, Waterloo Region Record, WRHBA President 
 
OHBA Day at Queen’s Park - OHBA hosted a day at Queen’s Park on Nov. 6th. The day not only included 
the regular Board of Directors meeting, it also included a series of meetings with MPPs and an evening 
reception. It was time well spent as local delegates had the opportunity to interact and inform our provincial 
ministers. 
 
Six Storey Wood - On Nov. 7th a private members bill passed second reading with all-party support that 
proposes to amend the OBC to permit six storey frame construction. This is a huge step to seeing this bill 
come to fruition. OHBA will continue to work with all parties to help bring this option to Ontario. 
 

LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION  -  WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Kevin Watts, Waterloo Region Record, WRHBA President 
 
DC/OMB Stakeholder Consultations - A stakeholder meeting took place this past Tuesday at the Coldwell 
Banker Theatre. Chairs from the OHBA consultation committees made a presentation and invited feedback 
and examples form any/all stakeholders in preparation of their reports to the government. The dialogue was 
thorough and informative. Committee chairs were very appreciative of all the feedback. If you were unable 
to attend and have concerns/questions feel free to send them to WRHBA and staff will pass them along to 
the correct committee. 
 

CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Mark Van Dongen, Milla Homes, WRHBA Past President, 1999-2000 
 

Building Permits are UP: As of Sept. 30/13 year to date (YTD) 152 singles and semis versus 105 at the 
same time last year. Townhouses and apartments are also up. Total permit fees paid YTD are close to the 
Total for all of 2012. 
 
The 2013 Development Charges fund is lower than expected:  Paul Grivicic, who replaced Erin Grey, 
reported that the fund is at about 77% of what was expected as of Sept.30/13. Some longer term capital 
projects have been pushed further down the list. None of which will affect future subdivision development. 
Also, the City budget for 2014 remains pretty much the same as expected. There are few changes with the 
3rd year of the 3 year budget cycle that Council adopted 2 in 2011.  
 
Water Meter Pick Up Change: Builders should take note that in the New Year, water meters will be picked 
up at the Public Works Yard off Davenport Rd. as part of the internal reorganization with the new Integrated 
Planning & Public Works (IPPW) Department. 
 



The Comprehensive Zoning By-law Review continues:  It is well underway with +/-100 different zoning 
bylaws to be incorporated into +/-20 new zoning bylaws. We should see a draft document outlining the 
necessary changes in early 2014. This new bylaw will also be available on line for easy access. New 
changes to existing bylaws will evident with regards to Parking and the areas surround the seven LRT 
Stations.  
 
Age Friendly Waterloo Community Engagements Sessions needs WRHBA Volunteers: Scott Amos is 
encouraging any WRHBA member to attend any future session for Mayor Halloran’s initiative. These 
sessions are looking at how Waterloo deals with their aging population. Whether that is aging in place, or 
encouraging more adult lifestyle building and/or long term care facilities. This may be of interest to planners, 
new home builders and renovators. 
 
Brownfield Community Improvement Plan (CIP): Recommendations are being brought to Council next 
month. The proposal for tax deferrals will basically mirror the program that the Region has. 
 
Northdale Public Realm Study: is a study that will look at what is being proposed to be built and how that 
built form will ‘fit” into existing services and/or upcoming proposed upgrades. It will also take into account 
current and proposed street hardware. 
 
Station Area Planning – Phase 1: is underway. This study is looking at all 7 station areas in terms of 
current uses, future uses and all of the existing constraints, to identify which station areas could be 
prioritized ahead of those areas with greater challenges. 
 
Beaver Creek Meadows: The LAST major Greenfield area is progressing with Watershed Studies which 
will be followed by District Plans. There will of course be some major environmental concerns to overcome. 
Servicing of this area is projected to be 2018, or later. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.  
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of  

WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 
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