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Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 
issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ 

Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION   -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Jamie Adam, Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd.; WRHBA President 
 
On Tuesday October 18, Ron Olson, acting CHBA President, and Victor Fume, past CHBA President appeared 
before the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance. Discussed with the committee were three key 
topics our association has been focusing on over the last several months: 

• Changes to the GST treatment of new housing and renovations 
• Vigorously tackle the underground ‘cash’ economy 
• Encourage investment in new purpose-built rental housing 

Details and notes on what was presented by CHBA are available by contacting the WRHBA office. 
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Jamie Adam, Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
OHBA’s Annual Meeting of Members was held September 22, 2011 in Toronto. The results of that meeting have 
aligned OHBA’s priorities this year. They will focus on the three resolutions passed: 

1. Calling upon the Ontario Government to set up a working task force, with focus on the construction sector, 
to address the underground economy and reduce the significant revenue leakage. – Note – it is estimated 
that in Ontario alone over 3 billion dollars are lost annually  

2. Calling upon the provincial government to expand the gas tax program with a phase in of 3 additional cents 
per liter to allow municipal governments to address serious infrastructure deficits 

3. Calling upon the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities and the College of Trades to change the 
journey person to apprentice ratio to 1:1, opening up many additional apprenticeship opportunities 

OHBA staff also wish to make it clear that other important issues will continue to receive the appropriate attention. 
The new resolutions will be a focus for this year, but not at the detriment of previous important projects. 
 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Jamie Adam, Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd.; WRHBA President 
 
With the election behind us we will turn our attention over the coming months to meeting with our elected MPPs. I 
believe WRHBA has a great working relationship with our MPPs and I look forward to meeting and working with 
them to move our concerns forward. I invite you to contact me or the office with any specific concerns you may 
have. 
 
October is Renovation Month, supported nationally by Home Hardware. Home Hardware is also supporting our 
local initiatives, headlined by a “Your Home Deserves a Pro” Renovation Seminar.  Five of our RenoMark members 
will be taking part in this seminar aimed at helping homeowners achieve and experience a professional renovation.  
 
The CMHC Housing Outlook seminar is coming up on November 15, 2011 at Bingemans from 9:00 am to 11:15 
am. This session will offer builders a look into the numbers behind the stories, which will be a valuable tool in 
developing sound business strategies for the upcoming year.  
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REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
No report at this time. The next meeting is scheduled for November 3rd.  
   
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited, WRHBA Advisor 
 
The City of Waterloo Liaison Committee met on September 8, 2011 after a substantial hiatus.  The news from the 
building division is that the City’s permit revenues are on target with forecasts and the reserve account is above its 
target level.  The City will be subcontracting a service level assessment of the building division in 2012.  Fees will 
hold steady until the assessment is complete, and at this time are not expected to increase as a result of the 
assessment.  The City of Waterloo has been working cooperatively with the Cities of Kitchener and Cambridge to 
develop a local response to changing energy efficiency standards in the Ontario Building Code.  A report is 
expected in November and a joint presentation to WRHBA members is forthcoming. 
 
The Development Charge account is in good shape in Waterloo, having collected over 85% of the projected 
revenue for the year by September.  The City will commence their development charge background study review in 
early spring of 2012 in advance of a September 2013 by-law. 
 
Staff at the City of Waterloo remain committed to ensuring that Council adopts the new Official Plan before the end 
of 2011 thereby allowing the document to be forwarded to the Region for review and approval.  Approval by the 
Region will remain contingent on resolving outstanding Regional Official Plan appeals. 
 
In anticipation of approval of the Official Plan, staff has commenced a review of the City’s zoning by-laws to 
consolidate them into a single by-law and bring policies in-line with the Official Plan.  The City is working towards 
having a new by-law in place 2 years after approval of the Official Plan by the Region. 
 
A Core Area Infrastructure Assessment had been initiated over a year ago to assess the capacity in underground 
services.  A final document was not yet available as of September 8th, however, significant capacity constraints 
have been identified and further industry consultation will follow the release of the report. 
 
If you have an issue which you would like discussed at the City of Waterloo Liaison Committee please contact 
Jennifer Passy by phone at 519-746-6244 X35 or email jpassy@cookhomes.ca 
 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Draft DC Deferral Report 
With the Development Charge Reserve fund in a negative position and projected to get worse, staff have 
undertaken a review of all upcoming capital works projects and are recommending that some of these projects get 
deferred in order to balance the DC reserve fund.  A prioritization matrix was devised by staff to rank each project 
in order to determine which projects could be deferred. 
 
This report will be presented to the City’s Finance and Corporate Services Committee in October and members 
who may be affected by these project deferrals are encouraged to provide comments directly to Ryan Hagey at 
519.741.2353 or email ryan.haggey@kitchener.ca. 
 
DC Credit for Service Agreement 
A draft DC Credit for Service Agreement was presented to the Committee for review.  The purpose of these 
Agreements would be to allow developers to pay to have infrastructure constructed that the City is unwilling or 
unable to fund itself.  Reimbursements to the developer would then be provided by way of a DC credit or refund.  It 
is anticipated that these Agreements would only be available for projects in high priority lands and for engineering 
related projects. 
 
KGMP Update & Official Plan 
The latest draft of the Kitchener Growth Management Plan is now in circulation and comments should be directed 
to Brandon Sloan at the City. 
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The first draft of the Official Plan is available for members to view on the City of Kitchener’s website –  
http://www.kitchener.ca/en/insidecityhall/First_Draft_of_Kitchener_New_Official_Plan.asp 
Additional information on new/existing/modified policies and a copy of the presentation that was made to Council is 
also available on the website.    
 
2012 Proposed Planning/Engineering and Building Fees 
On November 7th the proposed user fees go to Council for approval and on November 14th any new fees will be 
adopted by Council.  Most Planning and Engineering fees have inflationary increases proposed while Building is 
not recommending a fee increase for Building Permits. 
 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning 
  
No report at this time. 
 
REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President, 2006-2007 
 
The second of the four presentations to municipal/regional councils was completed.  A presentation was provided 
to Kitchener Council on Monday related to the benefits, challenges, opportunities and responsibility of Council 
related to Reurbanization projects.  Questions were related to integration with heritage and whether the city has 
developed the right tools to support Reurbanization.  The next presentation is to the City of Cambridge (November 
7th) and Region (December 6th). 
 
It was agreed that allocation of resources would not be allocated to coordinating “Reurbanization Seminars”. 
 
The next objective is to coordinate “Reurbanization Tours” with municipal and regional councils to visit existing and 
under construction projects with the opportunity for the developer/builder to outline the highlights and challenges 
which were faced.  In addition, this would provide an opportunity to show the interface with existing community and 
how matters related to how public/private amenity space, parking, public art etc were addressed.  Additional work 
is to be undertaken and would be followed up at the next meeting. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday November 16th. 

 
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Chair, Brian Blackmere, Laurendale Custom Homebuilders, WRHBA Past President 
2009-2010  
 
Planning and Permit Fees 
The Committee discussed the merits of including a component into the fee structure that recognized re-
urbanization applications.  Generally, the review for these applications is not as in depth because much of the 
infrastructure already exists therefore the corresponding fee should be reduced. GRCA staff are still working on an 
initial draft of a proposal fee structure taking into account comments already received from the Committee. It is 
expected that a special meeting will be convened in early to mid November to present a draft structure and take 
comments from the Committee. 
 
Processing timelines for permits and planning related applications 
Under the new guidelines, GRCA is required to process major permits within 90 days and minor permits within 30 
days.  For 2011, the GRCA is meeting these timelines 95% of the time.  So far this year the GRCA has had roughly 
10-15 major permits.  Generally, large scale applications are a result of Planning Act applications- by the time they 
come to the permit stage most of the review has been completed. 
 
The Committee inquired if the quality of the applications was improving.  GRCA staff agreed that they are 
improving.  With many of the tools now in place for municipal applications [major applications] (i.e. pre-consultation, 
submission of Terms of Reference, etc.) the quality of the reports/plans are much better than in the past.  GRCA 
staff informed the group that planning/permit staff just conducted a workshop with internal staff related to the permit 
process.  Staff discussed the requirements for a complete application, how to frame pre-consultation and 
suggested tools for making the permit process more efficient and easier to understand. 
 

http://www.kitchener.ca/en/insidecityhall/First_Draft_of_Kitchener_New_Official_Plan.asp


Liaison Committee Operating Practices 
During the MNR workshop in spring 2011 - it was mentioned that GRCA and the industry had established a liaison 
committee that provided a forum for communication on issues within the watershed, specifically related to planning 
and permits. MNR/AMO had requested a copy of the group’s Terms of Reference which were co-authored by 
GRCA staff and the Liaison Chair during the summer of 2011. AMO is pulling together a paper that will be out later 
this year, which summarizes all legislation that impacts the planning process.  The Terms of Reference will be 
attached as an appendix to the paper. Group reviewed the terms of reference and no modifications were made to 
the document. 
 
Source Water Protection 
To date a number of technical discussion papers have been completed which will provide the context/guidance 
necessary to develop the plans/policies. Many of the municipalities within the Lake Erie SWP area are taking the 
lead for developing these plans/policies.  GRCA is taking the lead with a select few of the municipalities who 
requested the CA to be the lead. The challenge with the plans will be at the planning process stage (actual 
implementation), not at the committee approval stage. Currently municipalities are offering incentive packages to 
landowners within the protection zones to address some of the issues identified within the plans. Plans are to be 
released in the fall (2011) in order to meet the MOE timelines for end of 2012. 

 
URBANIZATION COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Member, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited, WRHBA Advisor 
 
The Urbanization Committee held its first formal meeting on September 27, 2011.  WRHBA is represented on this 
newly formed committee by Chris Pidgeon of GSP Group, Stewart Elkins of Paradigm Transportation Solutions 
Ltd., Ian Robertson of Meritech Engineering, David Innocente of MTE Consultants Inc., Tony Giovinazzo of Activa 
Group and Craig Robson of Robson Carpenter LLP.   
 
Discussions in future meetings will touch on the following topics: servicing capacity in the Core Area, brownfields, 
site plan agreement updating, urban design standards, affordable home ownership, L.R.T. station area planning, 
general intensification policies/protocol, industry trends. 
 

Please Note:  Site Plan Agreements 
The City of Waterloo has been formulating a new site plan security structure and there has been ad hoc 
implementation of new security requirements (current security requirement = $5,000.00).  WRHBA Liaison 
Committee members met with City staff on October 5th to discuss concerns about the lack of consultation with the 
residential development industry on this matter, and provided recommendations to staff about alternate calculation 
methodologies.  
 
At this time the City’s position is that unless a current site plan application has a signed Section 41 agreement, the 
applicant will be expected to post security for their development equal to 100% of underground installations and 
50% of surface works versus the historical $5,000.00 maximum security level.  A specific calculation methodology 
has not been provided to direct how the values will be determined.   
 
WRHBA strongly urges any member with a site plan in process at the City of Waterloo to contact the City 
immediately for more information. 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Consult 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 

WRHBA CORPORATE SPONSORS - CALL A MEMBER FIRST
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