
 

 
 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committees, our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home 

Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Kevin Fergin, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA President 
 
Consultations Continuing on National Housing Strategy  
The federal government’s consultations on the development of a national housing strategy continues with CHBA 
participating in meetings this month. Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation is leading the consultations and 
a summary report is expected in November.  
 
One of CHBA’s main priorities is ensuring that the National Housing Strategy considers the full spectrum of 
housing – from assisted housing to purpose-built rental to private ownership, addressing not just affordable 
housing but housing affordability.   
 
Exorbitant Duty on Drywall Harming Business and Home Buyers  
CHBA has expressed extreme concern over last month’s announced provisional duties on gypsum board 
(drywall) by the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) and is pursuing several avenues to seek a remedy for 
the situation. CBSA has invoked the Special Import Measures Act after making a preliminary determination of 
alleged dumping with respect to some gypsum board originating from the United States and shipped to Western 
and Northern Canada.  
 
CHBA’s position is that the provisional duties will have far reaching and harmful impacts on struggling Canadian 
businesses and economies. CHBA has asked the Minister of Finance to suspend the provisional duty until the 
full review process is complete. Although an unorthodox measure, this would allow current contracts based on 
previous pricing to be fulfilled, and allow the full public interest enquiry to unfold.  
 
Unfortunately, the scope of the anti-dumping investigation only considers the domestic market for drywall 
producers, not the impact on the rest of the industry and end-users. These extremely high duties — ranging from 
105% to 276% — on about half of the drywall sold in Western Canada, will severely affect drywall contractors, 
builders and renovators, who will face losses on contracts already in place in the months ahead.  
 
Although the duty is on imports to western provinces, CHBA President Bob Finnigan has said that the issue is 
not just a concern in western Canada. “This is quickly becoming a national issue. We are already seeing ripple 
effects on price and warnings of supply restrictions in Ontario as uncertainty about the supply of drywall grows 
and Ontario plants potentially start to have to supply the Western markets.” 
 

PROVINCIAL – ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Kevin Fergin, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA President 
 
WSIB 2017 Rates Announced  
Starting this January the premium rate for home builders (RG 764) will decrease from $9.10 for every $100 of a 
workers income to $7.83 for every $100 of income, a decrease of 14 per cent.  This rate decrease is equivalent 
to a savings of up to $1,123.55 per worker based on the 2017 maximum earnings ceiling of $88,500. This rate 
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decrease will save professional renovators and home builders in rate group 764 more than $30 million across 
Ontario in 2017.  
 
OHBA builders and renovators have led the way in improvements in safety outcomes through changes in 
workplace practices and investments in safety training.  Due to the renewed efforts on safety by local home 
building associations and our member companies over the past several years, the lost time injury rates in home 
building have decreased by 64.3 per cent since 2002. We are pleased that WSIB has recognized our members’ 
achievements by lowering premium rates. 
 
Co-ordinated Review of Growth Plan and Greenbelt  
In May the provincial government announced proposed amendments to four Plans that were part of the Co-
ordinated Review. OHBA, along with BILD and HHHBA, responded to the announcement with a media release 
noting that the provincial government’s proposed amendments would mean less housing choice and higher 
prices for home buyers. Due to high interest in the review and in response to requests made by several 
municipalities and stakeholder organizations, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs has extended the deadline to 
receive comments to October 31st. 
 
On September 23rd, Premier Wynne’s mandate letter to the Minister of Municipal Affairs noted with respect to 
the Co-ordinated Review that the Minister would be responsible for: 

 Finalizing the Co-ordinated Review of the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, Greenbelt 
Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, and working with the Minister of Natural Resources and 
Forestry, the Niagara Escarpment Plan early in winter 2017.   

 Working with the Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, Minister of Transportation, Minister of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, and stakeholders, municipalities and the public, you will recommend 
opportunities to grow the Greenbelt on the outer edge, improve alignment across provincial plans and 
transit investments, and support more complete communities across the province. 
 

OHBA is seeking input from members as they prepare our submission to government at the end of October - 
please share your comments, questions and concerns to OHBA Policy Director Mike Collin-Williams. 
 
OMB Review 
The current review of the scope of the OMB is critical to our industry, the land-use planning approvals process 
and our businesses. You are encouraged to attend the consultation date in London, Guelph or Hamilton as 
OHBA needs to demonstrate its interest on this policy file and populate the consultation with members to ensure 
our voice is heard.  It’s also anticipated that these consultations will be well attended by stakeholders that do not 
share our belief that the OMB is an important tribunal to ensure good planning is upheld. 
 
OHBA is seeking assistance to provide them with feedback about the consultations and feedback from members 
on the consultation itself to assist OHBA in generating its response to the government.  Local perspectives are 
important to share with OHBA as they prepare to respond.  OHBA also anticipates significant local political 
representation and likely provincial MPPs and potentially federal MPs to be in attendance – which is why we 
need members and our industry to be represented. 
 

Consultation Dates and Locations:  
Hamilton – Oct 24 – Ukrainian Catholic Church, 821 Upper Wentworth St.  
London – Oct 27 – German Canadian Club, 1 Cove Rd.  
Guelph – Nov 1 – University of Guelph, University Centre, Peter Clark Hall, 50 Stone Road E.  

 
Ontario Renovation Spending Poised for Additional Growth  
In 2015 alone, Ontario's renovation market was estimated at about 25 billion dollars. In recent years, popular 
projects included: remodelling of rooms which includes basement upgrades, painting and wallpapering, heating 
and air-condition and landscaping. To read CMHC’s full report on Housing Market Insight – Ontario, click here. 
 
Conservation Authorities Review  
Last year, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry initiated a review of the Conservation Authorities Act 
by posting a discussion paper to the Environmental Registry to which OHBA submitted recommendations to the 
Ministry last fall. In response to the public and stakeholder comments received, the Ministry has identified five 
priorities for updating the Act: 

 Strengthen oversight and accountability in decision-making; 



 Increase clarity and consistency in roles and responsibilities, processes and requirements; Improve 
collaboration and engagement among all parties involved in resource management; 

 Modernize funding mechanisms to support conservation authority operations; and, 
 Enhance flexibility for the province to update the Conservation Authorities Act in the future. 

 
A consultation document “Conserving Our Future” was posted to the Environmental Registry (012-7583) this 
spring representing the next stage of the legislative review.  OHBA made a submission to the Ministry with their 
recommendations on September 9, 2016.  
 
OHBA is scheduled to meet with the new Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry in October to discuss the 
legislative review. On September 23rd, Premier Wynne’s mandate letter to the Minister stated responsibilities 
that included: “Continuing the review of the Conservation Authorities Act which will identify opportunities to 
improve the legislative, regulatory and policy framework that currently governs the creation, operation and 
activities of conservation authorities.” 
 
Construction Lien Act Recommendations Released  
The government has publicly released the recommendations from Bruce Reynolds and Co-Counsel Sharon 
Vogel on updating the Construction Lien Act.  Their report ‘Striking the Balance: Expert Review of Ontario’s 
Construction Lien Act’ which outlines significant changes to the Lien Act is over 400 pages and provides 100 
recommendations.  
 
OHBA along with RESCON provided comments to the review and met with Bruce Reynolds to provide the 
position of the residential development industry.  The province announced it would review the Construction Lien 
Act following a Liberal MPPs private member’s bill on ‘Prompt Payment’ in 2014 which had received PC and 
NDP support at Standing Committee. 
 
The Liberal government ultimately did not move Bill 69 through the legislative process choosing a more 
traditional consultation process which began in 2015. OHBA will be meeting with the government over the fall to 
discuss the proposed changes to the Act. Please contact Stephen Hamilton if you are interested in providing 
comments to the recommendations. 
 
Modernization of Approvals (MOECC)  
The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change is continuing to review several programs for modernization, 
specifically those that have an external service delivery component (i.e. approvals, permits and licenses). 
Brownfields have been identified as a candidate for modernization aiming to build on the established program 
framework. 
 
The Ministry is specifically looking at delays in RSCs and RA delivery, supporting products and activities such as 
guidance and electronic service delivery, new approaches. The Ministry has also developed a streamlined risk 
assessment process (Tier 2). Version 1 was released in 2011 as part of broader regulatory amendments. 
Version 2 was posted for public consultation through the Environmental registry in Nov 2014. A decision notice is 
anticipated in the near future to bring Version 2 in to force. 
 
The Ministry is in the process of developing a draft EASR Regulation for Activities with Air and Noise Emissions 
which was posted to the Environmental Registry (EBR 012-8646) for 30 days on September 26th. Stakeholder 
consultations are taking place throughout Ontario in October with January 2017 targeted as the regulation 
implementation date. Please contact OHBA Director of Policy Mike Collins-Williams for more information. 
 

LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.WRHBA.COM  
Prepared by Kevin Fergin, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA President 
 
On Friday Oct 7th, the Region provided its reply to WRHBA’s memo itemizing our concerns that we submitted on 
Sept 2.16.  Our consultants are currently reviewing the response and they will provide a recommendation 
(assumptions) as to which items we can potentially have success on with further discussions and/or through 
mediation upon appeal towards receiving a quantum change in reducing the DC.  
 
The assumptions of the consultants will be reviewed by the Ad-hoc Committee and their assessment will then be 
reviewed by the Board of Directors to ultimately determine next steps.  
 



GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Co-Chair, Rob Melick, MTE Consultants Inc. 
 
Review of GRCA Permit Review Statistics 
GRCA review of applications was completed within the target timeframe on 98% of the applications received in 
the second quarter of 2016. 
 
GRCA Fee Structure 

a) Application/review/permit fees for 2017 are being reviewed now, and a proposal is expected to be 
brought forward to GRCA Council in October. Fees are designed for 50% cost recovery on regulatory 
applications, and nearly full cost recovery on planning applications. The balance of costs is made up 
from municipal levies. 

b) Generally, a 2% increase in fees is proposed. 
c) Subdivision application fees are currently capped at $25,000. This is being reviewed. Staff anticipate that 

this value will be maintained for 2017, and reviewed next year once additional data has been compiled 
with respect to the derivation of the cap number, the resources used by GRCA on those applications, 
etc. 

d) Draft 2017 fees will be circulated to the committee within a day or two for review by the HBAs.  
 
GRCA Online Application Process 
Online submissions now represent approximately 10% of applications. Staff are working on how to resolve the 
issue of electronic drawing submission. 
 
GRCA Online Mapping (maps.grandriver.ca) – Surface Hydrology and Watercourse Layers: 

a) The third of three Public Information Centres was held at 4pm September 29. 
b) The online mapping tool is available online now, and includes a layer where public comments can be 

added within the software. 
 
Watercourse Policies 
Staff have started an internal review. No information is available yet. 
 
Provincial Reviews 

a) Draft Wetlands Conservation Strategy: GRCA has drafted comments to submit to the Province.  
b) Conservation Authorities Act: GRCA provided a response to Conservation Ontario for inclusion in 

Conservation Ontario’s submission to MMAH. A second round of consultations has been completed, and 
the facilitator prepared a summary document.  

 
 

 
WRHBA Corporate Sponsors 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Visit 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings & past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 


