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Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 
issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ 

Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 
NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION   -    WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Jamie Adam, Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd.; WRHBA President 
 
On July 19, 2011, we were informed that Vince Laberge had resigned for personal reasons as the President of 
CHBA.  Official Duties were assumed by Ron Olson, CHBA’s 1st Vice President, in accordance with CHBA bylaws. 
Vince has our deep gratitude for all that he has contributed to keep our association strong and effective. 
 
Pre-Budget Submission   
CHBA has completed its Pre-Budget Submission that will be presented to the House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Finance in the fall. Members are encouraged to read the short five-page document that has three 
specific and inter-related recommendations to make to the federal government: 

• Changes to the GST treatment of new housing and renovations 
• Vigorously tackle the underground ‘cash’ economy 
• Encourage investment in new purpose-built rental housing  

 
The Submission points out that two key changes are required with respect to the GST treatment of new housing 
and renovations: (1) adoption of a single-threshold/full rebate for new housing; and, (2) a home renovation tax 
rebate. Since the thresholds have now been frozen for two decades, CHBA is recommending that the federal 
government adopt the rebate model for new housing that has been adopted by the provincial governments of 
Ontario and British Columbia under sales tax harmonization. This model is designed to protect housing affordability 
through a single price threshold. In addition, in order to restore fairness to how home renovations are taxed; the 
federal government should introduce a permanent Home Renovation Tax Rebate equal to 2.5% of the total cost of 
a home renovation. Visit the Members’ area of www.chba.ca to read the full Submission. 
 
Accessibility in Housing  
CHBA has completed a report, “Housing Accessibility Regulation in Canada,” and has called on the Canadian 
Commission on Building and Fire Codes to examine the differences in the accessibility requirements among 
provinces. CHBA wishes to avoid a situation in which provinces, acting unilaterally, introduce new requirements for 
houses which are inconsistent with one another and do not have the benefit of the National Code Development 
process. CHBA has recommended that the Canadian Commission on Building and Fire Codes (CCBFC) address 
and resolve these differences on a priority basis for the National Building Code. 
 
Federal Investments in Energy Efficiency 
CHBA has applauded this month’s announcement that the federal government will be investing $78 million in a 
range of new and expanded energy efficiency initiatives over the next two years. CHBA Acting President Ron 
Olson noted that many of these investments will assist new home builders and renovators in providing Canadians 
with increased home energy efficiency, saving them money and helping protect Canada’s environment. He noted 
that the announced funding includes support for the R-2000 Initiative and ENERGY STAR for New Homes, which 
have made Canada a world-leader in energy efficient housing. CHBA was pleased that the announcement also 
means increased support for the EnerGuide Rating System (ERS) which is in the process of a major updating. 
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New Municipal Accounting Requirements for their Infrastructure Assets 
The Public Sector Accounting Board (PSAB) notes that as the existing capital asset base of municipalities ages 
and their population grows, increased demands for new capital assets will place further pressures on the ability of 
local governments to sustain public services. Last May, the Urban Council received a presentation by Andrew 
Newman of KPMG, a member of PSAB on this topic. The presentation is being turned now into a toolkit for local 
and provincial HBAs to use, both in examining municipal financial reports in their own jurisdictions, and also in 
communicating with local and provincial officials. 
 
National Energy Code for Buildings / Future Targets 
The Standing Committee on Energy Efficiency in Buildings (SCEEB) sought direction from the Canadian 
Commission on Building and Fire Codes (CCBFC) on raising the level of energy efficiency in buildings in the next 
edition of the National Energy Code for Buildings, suggesting a target of 10 percent above the 2011 edition. The 
CHBA wrote to the CCBFC stating that any increase would be premature until after provincial adoption of the 2011 
edition and experience with implementation had been obtained. According to Canadian Code Centre staff, the 
CCBFC Executive Committee will not set specific targets and will direct that any changes must be considered on 
their merits. 
 
Radon 
CHBA staff were interviewed by the Homeowner Protection Centre, a Toronto-based consumer advocacy group 
which has received funding from Industry Canada to prepare recommendations for dealing with this health risk. 
Their report is expected this fall and it will likely call for a national strategy that includes a strong communications 
component. In the US, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is undertaking a strong national media 
campaign which links radon with “building it green” and directs consumers to discuss testing for radon with their 
new home builder. Previously, Health Canada has made presentations to the Canadian Renovators’ Council on the 
possible development of a communications initiative to inform Canadians of the risks from radon in their homes. 
 
Drywall Removal and Asbestos 
CHBA has retained a consultant to assemble available information on the risk from asbestos associated with 
removing drywall in older houses. This is further to a presentation made at the May meeting of the Canadian 
Renovators’ Council in which an expert made a strong case that requirements in some provinces are excessive. 
 
CHBA National SAMs 
Everything you need to get started on the 2011 CHBA National SAM Awards is available now to Members. The 
competition is open to all CHBA new home builder, renovator and developer members with the entry forms, 
category listings, tips and guidelines available online at www.chba.ca/SAMS. The deadline for entries is November 
4th. 
 
Create and Transform in Mont-Tremblant 
‘Create and Transform’, the theme of the 2012 CHBA National Conference, will focus on the powerful forces 
transforming Canadian housing markets, and the compelling business opportunities this presents to CHBA 
members. Our Conference brochure, which provides full details on the event, was sent to Members this month by 
mail. Mark your calendar now for March 16-18, 2012 in Mont-Tremblant, Quebec. Visit www.chba.ca/conference 
for more information. 
 
PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -     WWW.OHBA.CA  
Prepared by Jamie Adam, Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd.; WRHBA President  
 
Thursday September 22, 2011 will see the OHBA Board of Directors meeting in the morning, the Annual General 
Meeting early afternoon and the Awards of Distinction and Presidents Gala held in the evening.  Doug Tarry will be 
assuming the role of OHBA President for the 2011 / 2012 term.  
 
Provincial Election 
The Liberal platform, 'Forward. Together.' has made a commitment to aging in place with a number of campaign 
promises geared to senior citizens. The most prominent commitment impacting OHBA renovation members is the 
Healthy Home Renovation Tax Credit to help seniors make the renovations they need to meet their changing 
needs and stay at home longer. The proposed credit will be worth 15 per cent of up to $10,000 in renovations per 
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year ($1,500 tax credit). The Seniors’ Healthy Home Renovation Tax credit is expected to cost the treasury $30 
million in fiscal year 2012-13, prior to ramping up to $120 million annually in from 2013-14 to 2015-16. 
 
The NDP has committed to extending the EcoEnergy retrofit program which would, if adopted, provide up to $5000 
for people who want to retrofit their homes. In addition, lower-income homeowners and tenants can qualify for 
grants of up to $5000. The platform also commits to offering up to $10,000 in low interest loans that can be paid 
back on hydro bills. This commitment is significant to OHBA's renovator members that have found the program 
popular with customers looking for energy efficient upgrades 
 
LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION    -    WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Jamie Adam, Pioneer Craftsmen Ltd.; WRHBA President 
 
MP Summer Campaign 
Over the course of the early summer months members of the Executive Committee and Past Presidents Council 
met with all four of the local MPs. Once again, local MPs were receptive and appreciative of our efforts to keep 
them informed of our concerns. Specifically discussed with each MP was the need for changes to the federal 
portion of the HST on new houses and renovations and a vigorous effort to tackle the underground economy, 
which included a call for a permanent Home Renovation Tax credit as well as mandatory Business number 
registration for all businesses. 
  
Election Task Force 
On August 29, 2011 WRHBA Election Task Force Committee hosted three separate information and Q&A sessions 
for all the MPP candidates from the Liberal, PC and NDP parties in regards to the following key issues: 

– Housing Affordability 
– Infrastructure 
– Skilled Labour / College of Trades 
– Underground Economy 
– Provincial Planning Policy Framework / Supporting Brownfield Redevelopment 

For further information, please review the see the “Election Task Force Report” for details available online or at the 
WRHBA office. 
 
Joint Liaison Committee Meeting 
All the chairs of WRHBA’s Liaison Committees met in August along with Jamie Adam and Brian Campbell to 
discuss hot topics and common areas of interest. Moving forward the committee chairs will meet bi-annually and 
the meeting will be hosted by WRHBA’s Vice President in an effort to ensure adequate resources when and where 
needed. The WRHBA office will continue to publish on a monthly basis Advocacy In Action and develop a 
database of topics addressed at each committee. 
 
REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-2002 
 
No report at this time. 
   
CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited, WRHBA Advisor 
 
After a substantial hiatus, the City of Waterloo Liaison Committee met on September 8, 2011.  The City reported 
continued strong multi-residential and ICI permit activity in 2011.  The reserves of the Building Division remain 
healthy and a fee increase for building permits is not expected for 2012.  The City is undertaking a service level 
assessment to be completed early in 2012, however, fees are expected to be held until the study is completed.  
The Liaison committee received a verbal report from the City’s finance department which advised that the 
Development Charge account is in good shape having met at least 85% of the targeted revenue projected for 
2011.  The City is preparing to commence the background study review in the spring of 2012 in preparation for a 
new by-law to be adopted by September 2013. 
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The City of Waterloo held its Formal Public Meeting on the draft Official Plan on September 19, 2011.  No decision 
came out of this meeting, and staff will deal with issues raised at this meeting between now and the end of 2011.  
The City is intending to advance adoption of their Official Plan, however, approval of the Plan will be contingent on 
the resolution of appeals of the Regional Official Plan currently before the Ontario Municipal Board.  The City has 
advised that once adopted, that planning staff will be considering the existing and adopted Official Plans in the 
review of all new planning applications.  The City has also started to review the existing zoning by-laws in an effort 
to consolidate into a single by-law and bring the regulations up to speed with the proposed Official Plan policies.  
The City’s goal is to have a consolidated by-law approved within two years from the approval of the Official Plan by 
the Region. 
 
City staff is working through the preparation of budget information for Council’s consideration this fall.  On the 
agenda for Development Services is the request for additional staff resources.  In the past 10 years only two new 
staff positions have been approved in the department, and those positions were related to backflow prevention.  
Development activity continues to put pressure on the limited staff resources of planning, engineering and 
building.  The City of Waterloo charges some of the highest application fees in Waterloo Region, if you support the 
increase in staffing in the Development Services Department without an increase in fees, please make your voice 
heard by contacting your Ward Councillor and/or advising Jennifer Passy (jpassy@cookhomes.ca) of your 
concerns. 
 
CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-2008 
 
Electronic Final Grading Approval Letter Submissions 
The pilot for electronic final grading approval letter/document submissions was a success and going forward all 
future grading approval letters to be sent to her in electronic format.  The City has been working with MTE & 
Stantec testing this process out for the past year.  The change in process will result in less paper consumption and 
the benefits of storing the documents electronically.  Any further questions about this process should be directed to 
Angela Dennis directly (519.741.2833 or angela.dennis@kitchener.ca). 
 
KGMP Update & Official Plan 
The latest draft of the Kitchener Growth Management Plan is now in circulation and comments should be directed 
to Brandon Sloan at the City. 
 
The first draft of the Official Plan is available for members to view on the City of Kitchener’s website –  
http://www.kitchener.ca/en/insidecityhall/First_Draft_of_Kitchener_New_Official_Plan.asp  
Additional information on new/existing/modified policies and a copy of the presentation that was made to Council is 
also available on the website.  Comments on the first draft of the Official Plan can be submitted to the Planning 
Department at officialplan@kitchener.ca on or before September 28th.  Comments received will then be presented 
to Council sometime in November and the target date for approval is early 2012.   
 
Upcoming Building Code Changes 
The Energy Standards - SB12 will be updated January 1, 2012.  City officials from Cambridge and Kitchener are 
meeting to review the changes and understand there is interest in having some form of training involving builders, 
designers and building officials prior to the effective date. Any further questions about this please contact Tim 
Benedict, Manager of Building (Kitchener) 519.741.2645). 
 
Permit Fees 
It is presently anticipated that there will be a zero percent increase in the Building Permit fees.  
 
Agenda Items 
If any WRHBA member would like an issue addressed at the Kitchener Liaison Committee, please contact Peter 
Armbruster (parmbruster@activagroup.ca). 
 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning 
  
No report at this time.  
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REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Member, Jennifer Passy, Cook Homes Limited, WRHBA Advisor 
 
The Working Group was joined by Lauren Manske and Shawn Callon of the Waterloo Region District School Board 
(WRDSB) to receive a presentation on the potential for reuse or redevelopment of surplus schools and sites.  The 
presentation outlined the challenges faced by Boards of education in dealing with shifting demographics, limited 
student generation in higher density development, heritage interests in older core area schools, and provincial 
funding formulae which limit flexibility.  A new alternative accommodation/facility partnerships policy is now in place 
locally following changes to the Education Act to address the need for additional flexibility in maximizing the use of 
underutilized space, co-building opportunities, sharing space with other public partners.  Significant challenges 
exist for the Boards to work with other partners, such as maintaining identify, safety and security, however the 
opportunities for dialogue are now available and the WRDSB may be considering alternatives as the future of 
Waterloo Collegiate is under review within the context of the City of Waterloo’s Northdale neighbourhood review. 
 
The Working Group’s first presentation of the updated Reurbanization Market Study (March 2011) will be made to 
City of Waterloo Council on Monday, September 26th.  This Council Meeting will be broadcast on Rogers 
community television.  A copy of the report can be downloaded here: 
http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/aboutTheEnvironment/resources/ReurbMarketStudy.pdf.   
Subsequent presentations to the Councils of Kitchener and Cambridge will follow. 

 
GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Chair, Brian Blackmere, Laurendale Custom Homebuilders, WRHBA Past President 
2009-2010  
  
No report at this time.  
 
URBANIZATION COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Member, Craig Robson, Robson Carpenter LLP, WRHBA Advisor  
 
No report at this time.  
 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590.   
Consult www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings, meeting dates and  

past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 

 
 WRHBA CORPORATE SPONSORS - CALL A MEMBER FIRST
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