
 

 

 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committees, our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home 

Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.CHBA.CA 

Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
CHBA Election Watch - Housing Issues Gaining Attention  
As the federal election campaign draws closer to voting day on October 19th, housing issues have become 
a significant part of party platforms, reflecting the hard work of our Association at all levels. Commitments to 
invest in infrastructure and transit, housing affordability, and home renovation have already been 
announced from several of the national parties.  
 
The Conservative Party has set a target for increased homeownership, bringing attention to this key 
indicator and to housing affordability. They would also re-establish a permanent Home Renovation Tax 
Credit and promised to boost the maximum amount that first-time home buyers can withdraw from their 
RRSPs to purchase a home from $25,000 to $35,000 if re-elected. They would also continue their $5.8 
billion in new infrastructure investment.  
 
The New Democratic Party would launch their “Better Transit Plan,” with an aim of reducing gridlock and 
commute times across Canada. The NDP commit to investing an additional $1.3 billion each year on top of 
current federal commitments over 20 years to support municipal transit needs. The plan would also 
increase direct transfers to municipalities to build and repair roads, bridges and transit and would total $1.5 
billion annually by the end of the NDP's first mandate.  
 
The Liberal Party has pledged, over the next 10 years, an additional $20 billion for public transit 
infrastructure, $20 billion for social infrastructure (including affordable housing), and $20 billion for green 
infrastructure (including water and wastewater facilities, climate resilient infrastructure, clean energy, and 
clean-up of contaminated sites). The Liberals have also committed an additional $750 million in federal 
funding for skilled trades.  
 
With party platforms now filling out, CHBA has added a “Platform Watch” to its election website 
(www.chba.ca/campaign) to give members and HBAs a quick reference guide to housing-related platform 
announcements from the four national political parties. CHBA will continue to update the Platform Watch as 
the campaign moves into its final weeks. 
 
Introducing CHBA’s National Awards for Housing Excellence  
After 37 years, CHBA is bidding “Goodnight SAM” and “Hello” to the 
brand-new CHBA National Awards for Housing Excellence.  
 
CHBA’s National Marketing Committee reviewed the long-standing and 
successful CHBA National SAM Awards which evolved into a complete 
reworking of the Association’s national housing awards program.  
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The total number of awards included in the new program for 2016 increases to 33 from the previous 22 
National SAM Awards. The New Home Awards have expanded to include more variety in the types of 
housing recognized. New Marketing Awards categories will include one for Design Centres and another for 
Interior Decorating to recognize the importance of staging and décor within model homes.  
 
CHBA will also introduce an online entry process for the new awards program. For all but a few marketing 
award categories (e.g., print ads, brochures, etc.), photos and floor plans can be directly uploaded, saving 
members the time and expense of printing and mailing.  
 
The period of project eligibility has been extended from 12 to 18 months covering the period from April 1, 
2014 to October 31, 2015 for this year’s competition. As for the top prizes, there will be two major awards 
based on the cumulative results in the Marketing and New Home Awards respectively. The Marketing 
Excellence Award continues with the winner having attained the most success cumulatively over all of the 
ten individual Marketing Awards. New for 2016 – the home builder or developer achieving the most 
cumulative success in the New Home Awards will earn the Design Excellence Award.  
 
The Call for Entries for the new CHBA National Awards of Housing Excellence is coming soon. Note that for 
this year, the deadline for entries is Friday, January 15, 2016. Visit www.chba.ca/awards for more details. 
 
CHBA’s Get it in Writing! Contractor Seminar  
These seminars are designed to help member renovators and trade contractors deal more effectively with 
competition from underground “cash” operators. This one-hour, high-energy session provides members 
with actionable information and effective sales tactics to help communicate the value they offer 
homeowners. It supports CHBA’s focus on professionalism and the value for consumers of dealing with a 
pro when they build or renovate their home. 
 
The Guelph & District Home Builders’ Association is hosting a seminar (open to WRHBA members):  
October 20, 2015, Springfield Golf & Country Club, Guelph, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m.  
RSVP to guelph.homebuilders@gmail.com  
 

PROVINCIAL – ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.OHBA.CA  

Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
OHBA Conference 
A few weeks ago, OHBA member delegates from across Ontario made their way to Huntsville for the 
annual three-day conference.  The conference was an opportunity for members to meet the incoming 
OHBA Executive Committee for 2015/16, network and take in many informative business sessions.  
 
The OHBA Annual Meeting of Members also took place at the conference and members voted to approve a 
number of resolutions for 2015/16 including items relating to:  

1. Conservation Authorities Act Review 
2. Municipal Land Transfer Tax 
3. Inclusionary Zoning 
4. Ontario Retirement Pension Plan 
5. Mandatory Home Energy Rating and Disclosure on Resale 
6. Transfer of Review for Stormwater Management Facilities Approval 

 
OHBA’s Awards of Distinction ceremony also took place, honouring innovation and excellence in the areas 
of design and sales and marketing. Congratulations to all WRHBA members who were recognized!  
 
Conservation Authorities Act Review  
The provincial government has initiated a review of the Conservation Authorities Act. A discussion paper 
has been posted on the environmental registry (012-4509) until October 19, 2015 to identify opportunities to 
improve the existing legislative, regulatory and policy framework that currently governs Conservation 
Authorities and the programs and services they provide. Working in conjunction with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry, OHBA has facilitated two consultations for members in September and one 
additional consultation is scheduled on Tuesday, October 6th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Westin 



Prince Hotel (900 York Mills Road) in which OHBA and BILD will be co-hosting the Ministry for a 
presentation and consultation with our members. RSVP or submit comments to mikecw@ohba.ca 
 
Wetland Conservation in Ontario  
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry is working on a strategic plan for Ontario’s wetlands and 
OHBA has submitted a joint letter in response to the initial discussion paper with a number of other 
organizations including the Ontario Federation of Agriculture, the Ontario Waterpower Association, Ontario 
Stone, Sand & Gravel Association, Canadian Wind Energy Association, Canadian Solar Industries 
Association and Ducks Unlimited Canada. 
 
The government’s strategic plan will identify a provincial vision, goals and objectives for wetlands and in the 
joint submission the organizations have put forward some key principles that will assist in creating a 
framework to improve wetland conservation. The principles include supporting wetlands that assist in flood 
control, climate change mitigation and adaption, as well as water quality improvement and recreation. The 
group also supports the use of higher quality information, knowledge and mapping and critical tools that 
allow better decision-making. 
 
The organizations state in the letter that a successful wetlands conservation strategy takes a strong 
implementation plan and buy-in from stakeholders. The group has committed to working with the 
government to develop a clear, straightforward and simple framework to implement.  OHBA is seeking 
additional feedback from members as we prepare an OHBA submission prior to the public review and 
comment period deadline on October 30, 2015 – submit comments to mikecw@ohba.ca. 
 
Home Energy Rating and Disclosure (HER&D)  
OHBA prepared an initial submission to the Ministry of Energy on its proposed Home Energy Rating & 
Disclosure (HER&D) policy initiative, which expressed their continued support for mandatory home energy 
audits prior to listing an existing home. The Ministry is intending to phase‐in HER&D over a five‐year 
timeframe, with province‐wide adoption in 2019. OHBA will continue to participate in consultation 
opportunities and keep our members informed about the initiative. 
 
Biodiversity Offsetting Workshop - Oct 26th  
OHBA is pleased to be sponsoring an Ontario Nature and Ducks Unlimited Canada workshop on wetlands 
and biodiversity offsetting. At the workshop Ontario Nature and Ducks Unlimited Canada will share 
information and perspectives about policy gaps and policy options in light of the Province’s proposed 
development of a Strategic Plan for Ontario Wetlands (EBR Registry Number: 012-4464). 
 
The workshop will focus on the mitigation hierarchy and on the key issues that should be addressed in 
developing wetlands offsetting policy. It will feature speakers representing diverse interests who will offer 
their insights on the policy outcomes needed to reverse the trend of ongoing wetland loss in Ontario. 
 
Date and Time: Monday, October 26, 2015. 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
Location: Black Creek Pioneer Village, 1000 Murray Ross Parkway, Toronto  
Registration: Registration can be accessed by following this link: ontarionature.org/wetlandsworkshop 
Registration is $60 and includes lunch and refreshments. Space is limited. Register by Monday, Oct.19th. 
 
Seeking Builders for Ontario New Homes Radon Survey  
OHBA has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Radiation Safety Institute of Canada to 
conduct voluntary radon testing on 200 new homes across Ontario. As recommended by Health Canada, a 
long-term test (for 90-100 days) will be conducted during the upcoming heating season to give a better 
indication of the annual average radon concentration. Builders who are interested in participating in the 
radon survey should contact Pauline Lip (plip@ohba.ca). To maintain privacy, participating builders and 
their homes will not be disclosed as part of the survey. 
 
Save-the-Date: OHBA Housing Technology Tour – Net Zero Edition, November 18th  
OHBA is excited to announce our Housing Technology Tour featuring Net Zero Energy homes on 
Wednesday, November 18, 2015.  This exciting tour will take participants to several technologically-



advanced sites in the Guelph region including Reid’s Heritage Homes, Sloot Construction and Wrighthaven 
Homes. 
 
Registration and early-bird pricing begins soon. For more information, please contact Pauline Lip 
(plip@ohba.ca) or Kathryn Segal (ksegal@ohba.ca). 
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Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
November is Membership Month  
Consider inviting a potential new member to our dinner meeting set for the 19th; contact WRHBA for further 
information. 
 
Michael Collins-Williams and Stephen Hamilton from OHBA will be our keynote speakers; they will provide 
a through overview of advocacy activities at the provincial level such as Smart Growth for Our Communities 
Act (Bill 73) and Bill 106, Protecting Condominium Owners Act.  
 

WRDSB / WCDSB EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT CHARGES BY-LAW RENEWAL  

Prepared by Peter Armbruster, WRHBA Past President 
 
Both the Waterloo Region District School Board (WRDSB) and the Waterloo Catholic District School Board 
(WCDSB) have commenced an Education Development Charges (EDC) By-Law renewal process. The first 
Stakeholder meeting was held on October 8th and was led by the Board’s consultant, Ameresco. 
 
The current EDC’s are $1,266 per residential unit and $0.92 per sq.ft. of GFA for the WRDSB and $425 per 
residential unit and $0.31 per sq.ft. of GFA for the WCDSB. Both boards have EDC account deficits which 
need to be recovered in an accelerated timeline. 
 
Ameresco advised that the EDC’s will increase even if there are no additional school sites required to serve 
new development over the 2016 to 2031 time horizon and there are no increased site acquisition or site 
preparation costs. 
 
The following schedule is proposed for the EDC Process: 

• Mid-December or early January – Follow up meeting with Stakeholders to review draft appraisals and 
policy review 

• Late February 2016 – Follow up meeting with Stakeholders 
• Early March 2016 – Public Notice re: Intention to Conduct Public Meetings 
• Early March 2016 – EDC Submission and background to Ministry for review and approval 
• Mid April 2016 – Conduct Policy Review and Successor Public Meetings 
• Mid May 2016 – Proposed By-law Adoption 
• June 1, 2016 – Proposed By-Law Implementation 

 

GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Co-Chair, Steve Brown, Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
 
Processing timelines for permits and planning related applications   
The GRCA timelines for application review include 2 categories of permits:  minor and major.  For major 
permits, GRCA is required to process the permit within 90 days.  For minor permits, they are processed 
within 30 days.  For the 3rd quarter of 2015, 262 permits were processed and the timelines were met 
98.85% of the time.  The total number of permits to date is over 600, which is much higher than usual.   
 
Planning and Permit Fees   
GRCA are considering a 2-3% increase in fees for 2016.  Subject to consultations, it was expected to go to 
the GRCA Board for approval and, if approved, be effective January 1, 2016. 
 



GRCA staff are renewing discussions with municipal staff regarding the circulation process to minimize the 
number of applications that are circulated to GRCA, but do not require GRCA review.  They are also 
reviewing MOUs with municipalities within the watershed to ensure that they accurately reflect the services 
GRCA provides.   
 
GRCA Website Re-Design 
The GRCA is currently working on a re-design of their website.  The second of two phases is currently 
ongoing, with the content to be written over the fall/winter.  They are working towards the ability to submit 
minor applications on-line.  The launch of the website is expected in early 2016.   
 
Review of GRCA Mapping 
The GRCA is currently developing a new GIS watercourse layer for the entire watershed, which is nearing 
completion. This will not change regulation areas, but should provide better information than what is 
currently available.  A public consultation process will be undertaken in 2016 for the new mapping, and 
details will be provided as they become available.   
 
Review of Conservation Authorities Act: 
MNRF initiated a review of the Conservation Authorities Act and a Discussion Paper is posted on the EBR.  
The scope of the review includes 1) roles and responsibilities, 2) governance, and 3) funding.  Comments 
are due October 19.  Following MNRF review of the comments, it is anticipated that a response document 
will be posted on the EBR website.   
 
Upcoming Event 
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For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Visit 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings & past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 


