
 

 

 
 

 
Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 

 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number of 
committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 

issues within our region.  In addition to these committees, our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home 

Builders’ Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

NATIONAL – CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.CHBA.CA 

Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
Media Exposure 

• On June 23, CHBA CEO Kevin Lee appeared on CBC News Network's The Exchange with Amanda Lang 
to speak about the Association's advocacy efforts on Parliament Hill and the importance of affordability for 
first-time home buyers. The video can be viewed here: 
http://www.cbc.ca/player/News/Business/The+Exchange+with+Amanda+Lang/ID/2670355161/?utm_medi
um=Email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign  
 

Federal Election  

• In preparation for the October 19th election, CHBA has been sending every federal candidate nominated by 
the national parties a housing information package, including the economic impacts of our industry at the 
national, provincial and community levels 
 

Affordability Campaign 

• Over the summer and into the election CHBA’s twitter account @CHBANational has been and will 
continue to disseminate briefs, news updates and infographics on affordability and other housing issues, 
anchored by a dedicated campaign website - www.affordability.ca  
 

Canada Post 

• CHBA is pleased to announce to members that after further discussions with Canada Post, they can 
confirm that Canada Post has agreed to defer the implementation of the proposed community mailbox 
(CMB) fee indefinitely 

• This is a significant victory for CHBA's members, and especially for new home buyers, from coast to coast.  
CHBA, working in concert across all three levels of the Association, has vehemently opposed any 
implementation of the proposed fee.  Previous suspensions due to CHBA's efforts, from 2013 to 2016, 
have already resulted in savings to home buyers and industry of an estimated $60M 

• With this indefinite suspension, developers, builders and new home buyers can rest assured that even just 
through to 2019, CHBA action will have saved new home buyers over $120M, with savings continuing 
annually thereafter 

 

PROVINCIAL – ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.OHBA.CA  

Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
Condominium Act 

• New legislation was tabled on May 27th entitled the Protecting Condominium Owners Act. Key elements of 
the legislation include:  
o Establishing a Condo Authority who would be responsible for administering Condo Owner 

Education, dispute resolution and a condo corporation registry; the Condo Authority would 
administer the Condominium Authority Tribunal which handles disputes; a licensing authority to 
administer licensing of condo managers; prohibits leasebacks of units and common elements; 
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establishes a reserve fund; disclosure of known costs beyond the corporation’s first year; and, a 
mandatory condo project website 

• It is also noted that this new legislation would make it so that Tarion Warranty protection was extended to 
condo conversions 

• A lot of regulatory work will need to follow this legislation. It appears like the Act will be passed sometime 
in December and that from there, details and specifics will be worked out through regulation 
 

Municipal Legislative Review  

• The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is currently reviewing four pieces of municipal legislation: the 
Municipal Act, the City of Toronto Act, the Municipal Conflicts of Interest Act and the Municipal Elections 
Act. This review process will examine key, cross-cutting issues of interest to the government, 
municipalities, and Ontarians. OHBA is seeking feedback from members through the review process. 
Comments are to be sent to mikecw@ohba.ca 
 

Provincial Update to Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy  

• The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing has wrapped up public consultations to support a renewed 
Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy to ensure that the document supports the Province's goals of 
improving outcomes for people and ending homelessness. The Province is aiming to end homelessness 
by making investments in homelessness prevention, expanding access to supportive housing, and 
investing in more affordable housing  

• OHBA previously participated in consultations for the original Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy in 
2009 and submitted new/updated recommendations in their July 2015 submission 
 

Wetland Conservation in Ontario  

• The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry has posted a discussion paper on Wetland Conservation 
in Ontario (EBR posting number 012-4464). The purpose is to stimulate ideas that will help inform the 
development of a strategic plan for Ontario’s wetlands. The public review extends until October 30, 2015 

• OHBA is seeking feedback from members; comments are to be submitted to mikecw@ohba.ca 
 

Review of Conservation Authorities Act  

• The provincial government has initiated a review of the Conservation Authorities Act. A discussion paper 
has been posted on the environmental registry (012-4509) until October 19, 2015 to identify opportunities 
to improve the existing legislative, regulatory and policy framework that currently governs Conservation 
Authorities (CA) and the programs and services they provide. OHBA, HHHBA and BILD have been 
involved in CA issues with the provincial government through the CA Liaison Committee 

• OHBA is seeking input from members and local HBAs; comments are to be sent to mikecw@ohba.ca 
 

Construction Lien Act Review Group  

• The Construction Lien Act Review consultation website is now active and includes an ‘information 
package’, which provides stakeholders an extensive list of issues to review.  Some of the key themes that 
will be of interest to our sector include: issues related to the holdback and substantial performance; 
preservation, perfection and expiry of liens; and prompt payment  

• It is anticipated that the review will be completed by December 2015 and will involve extensive consultation 
with the construction industry followed by a report to the Province. Comments are to be submitted to 
shamilton@ohba.ca  
 

Ministry of Labour Releases Annual Construction Sector Plan  

• The Ministry of Labour continues to maintain a high level of inspection and enforcement activities in the 
construction sector. Ministry of Labour enforcement blitz will focus on heavy equipment operation from 
October–November  

• The Ministry recently established an advisory group to assist the government in developing and 
implementing a Construction Health and Safety Action. The advisory group is made up of four employer 
and four labour representatives along with a renovator (three OHBA members are on the panel) 

 
Smart Growth for Our Communities Act  

• The Smart Growth for Our Communities Act, introduced this spring, proposes to amend both the Planning 
Act and the Development Charges Act.  

• Both OHBA and BILD have had volunteer members appointed to a Planning Act stakeholders working 
group and to the Development Charges Act Steering Committee as well as three technical DC sub-groups 
that met regularly throughout the summer. Following the conclusion of the working group process, the 



Minister will consider regulations to support the implementation of an amended Planning Act and 
Development Charges Act (following the anticipated passage of the Smart Growth for Our Communities 
Act in late 2015).  

• OHBA met formally with Premier Wynne on August 25th to discuss key aspects of the Smart Growth for 
Our Communities Act as well as with Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister Ted McMeekin on August 
31st to discuss proposed development charges changes.  

• OHBA is currently working with local associations and members to prepare Standing Committee 
presentations on the proposed legislation this fall at Queen’s Park. 
 

Co-ordinated Reviews: Greenbelt, Growth Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine, Niagara Escarpment  

• In February, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing announced the launch of a Co-ordinated 
Review of the Greenbelt and the Growth Plan.  An expert panel, chaired by former Toronto Mayor 
David Crombie, will be responsible for a report to the government at the end of the Phase One process.  

• OHBA and a number of their locals met with the expert panel in June to present their recommendations 
to improve and enhance the Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan and 
the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

• OHBA and their resource group have continued to meet with key officials and support research 
throughout the summer in anticipation of the launch of Phase Two of the review process this fall.  

• OHBA met formally with Premier Kathleen Wynne on August 25th to discuss their recommendations for 
the review and OHBA will meet again with Chair Crombie in September.  

• OHBA has made a submission to the provincial government as part of the first phase of the Co-
ordinated Review. 

 
Province Announces Details on Pension Plan  

 
• The province has released new details on the Ontario Retirement Pension Plan (ORPP), including 

information on compatible workplace retirement plans and transition details. As proposed the plan will 
mandate a 1.9 per cent contribution from both the employee and employer, up to $90,000, if the employer 
does not have a comparable plan.  For a workplace defined contribution plan to be considered comparable 
it must have a minimum total contribution of eight per cent of base salary earnings. Employers will be 
required to contribute at least 50 per cent of the total minimum contribution — or at least four per cent. 

• OHBA is also pleased that the government has adjusted implementation to meet the concerns of small 
business. The announced plan would see small employers with 50 or fewer employees without a 
comparable plan start contributing Jan. 1, 2019 and has also provided a phase-in period of three years.  

• While OHBA is supportive of these changes, they agree with the Ontario Chamber of Commerce (OCC) 
that the ORPP, in its current form, will have a negative impact on business competitiveness. OHBA is 
working with the OCC and other employer associations to advocate for changes to the ORPP by continued 
dialogue with government to find solutions to address the retirement savings challenge that don’t impose 
significant new costs on small employers. 

 
WSIB Maintains High Rates for 2016  

• The WSIB announced that rates would maintain at the current premium rate in 2016, with the maximum 
insurable earnings amount going up 3.3 per cent to $88,000.  Home building rate group pays $9.10 in 
premiums for every $100 in a workers income; this is the highest rate in Canada and more than double the 
Canadian average for the home building sector.  The WSIB has significantly lowered the unfunded liability, 
which has declined by $4.1 billion in the last recorded 12 months alone and is on track to eliminate the 
UFL well before their target date of 2027. OHBA continues to advocate for a consolidated rate group 
structure and is supportive of many of the principles in the Rate Framework Review. 



 
New Builder Education Requirements - Effective September 1st  

• As of September 1, 2015, Tarion began phasing in new education criteria that all NEW NON-
REGISTERED builders will need to meet as a condition of earning a Tarion license in Ontario. The new 
requirements will enhance Tarion's existing qualification standards for new builders applying for a Tarion 
license to build in Ontario. 

• If you are an existing Tarion licensed builder or a builder registering under an existing umbrella group,  
these new requirements will not apply to your current Tarion license or annual renewal process 

• For additional information visit: http://www.tarion.com/New-Home-Builders/Pages/Getting-Registered.aspx  
 

LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION – WWW.WRHBA.COM  

Prepared by Graem Jackson, New Lifestyle Homes Inc., WRHBA President 
 
Federal Election Candidate Forums 

• WRHBA is a member of the Greater KW Chamber of Commerce and as such we are pleased to promote 
that they are holding federal election candidate forums from September 28-October 1.  No registration is 
required and no fee to attend 

• Kitchener South-Hespler 
Monday, Sept. 28th, 4:00-6:00pm; Waterloo Region Police Association, 1128 Rife Rd, Cambridge 

• Kitchener-Conestoga 
Tuesday, Sept. 29th, 4:00-6:00pm; Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder St. S., Elmira 

• Kitchener Centre 
Wednesday, Sept. 30th, 4:00-6:00pm; Kitchener City Hall Rotunda, Kitchener 

• Waterloo 
Thursday, Oct. 1st, 4:00-6:00pm; Centre for International Governance Innovation, 67 Erb St. W., 
Waterloo 

 
Upcoming Dinner Meetings  

• October 15th, Renovation Month featuring Jamie Shipley of CMHC 

• November 19th, Membership Month featuring Phong Ngo of RealNet Canada 

• January 21st, featuring Adjunct Associate Professor of Economics, Larry Smith from the University of 
Waterloo 

 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 

Prepared by Committee Chair, Maria Kyveris, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Director 
 
Street Sign Installation Review  

• The City of Kitchener is reviewing their current policy, practice and timing of delivery for new street signs 
with an internal meeting held on June 23rd.   For questions related to this please contact Mr. Hans Gross.    

 
Performance Securities Policy Review for Site Plan Applications 

• The City of Kitchener planning division is initiating a review of their current letter of credit policy as it 
related to site plans.  The last major revision was completed in 2008.   

• The primary objective of the review is to make it more user friendly, especially in the case of multi-phase 
developments that can take several years to complete. The industry will be consulted as the review 
progresses.    

 
Planning Study Initiatives - CRoZBY 

• Following the first public consultation in May, the response from the public was overwhelming which may 
delay the timing as originally outlined.   

• A number of new studies are being initiated with details to follow.  These studies include: 
o Residential Intensification in Existing Developments 
o Affordable Housing Incentives  
o Urban Design Manual Review  

 

 

For further information, please contact Marie Schroeder, Executive Officer at 519.884.7590. Visit 
www.wrhba.com for liaison committee listings & past issues of WRHBA’s Advocacy in Action. 
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