
 

 

 
 

 
 

Your Voice on National, Provincial and Regional Issues 
 

Waterloo Region Home Builders’ Association (WRHBA) actively participates through a number  
of committee’s organized to represent the interests of the Association related to building and development 
issues within our region.  In addition to these committee’s our Association coordinates our advocacy efforts 
with Canadian Home Builders’ Association, Ontario Home Builders’ Association and other Home Builders’ 

Associations. Visit WRHBA’s website at www.wrhba.com for back issues. 
 

Note: the following reports are in chronological order by committee ending with the most  
recent information. The report includes information from May 2012 – April 2013.  

 

NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION - URBAN COUNCIL -  WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by U.C. Rep, Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President 2006-07 
 
NOVEMBER 2012 
The Urban Council supported the development of a “one-pager” on the CHBA position regarding a long-term 
infrastructure plan for Canada to facilitate communication with Federal, Provincial and Municipal  Governments, 
Local Home Builders’ Associations and the media.   

 
• The focus should define the national concerns and why it should be undertaken.  Consideration should be 

given to but not limited to specific themes including environmental quality; jobs; economic productivity; and 
the benefits of efficient urban transportation 

• There could be an “emotive” appeal to demonstrate the role infrastructure has on the impacts to the economy 
related to the costs of delays in the movement of goods, services and people.    There could be a focus on 
that the home building industry “builds strong vibrant communities”  

• The solid economic rationale for federal infrastructure investment also needs to be stressed.  The 
government wants numbers relating to the return on investment from infrastructure funding, and 
documentation that Canadians will be better off financially as a result of federal contributions toward 
municipal infrastructure costs.  It needs to be clear that the federal government has a major stake in this 
matter and why it is in this business at all 

• It will be essential to enlist the support of and/or to engage in cooperation with other like-minded 
organizations, such as the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, so ideally some direct or indirect references 
should be made to shared interests with these organizations.  It is also essential to understand the 
perspective of the other players whether they are supportive or not in part of whole.  This could include the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 

• The one-pager should have a ”marketing” look.  Clear, concise and direct.  Examples were cited related to 
OHBA and BILD materials. 

 
SPRING 2013 
CHBA Urban Council 
The primary focus of the meeting related to municipal infrastructure.  CHBA produced a report outlining a review of 
National Organizations to better understand areas that are common and where differences are to support a 
program of consultation to move the CHBA infrastructure agenda forward.  Steve Upton, BILD outlined how BILD 
engage consultation.  Mr. Casey Vander Ploeg, Canada West Foundation outlined the long term “smart debt” 
strategy to fund infrastructure.  This is similar to the Altus Group recommended approach where infrastructure is 
financed based on the life of the infrastructure. 
 
Regina and Region HBA gave a presentation on the concept of a “gas sticker” approach to demonstrating the cost 
of housing. 
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The following resolution was passed by the Urban Council and will be presented to the Executive Board: 

 
“That the CHBA President, together with the Chair of the Urban Council, meet with all relevant national 
associations/organizations that are stakeholders in the development of National Infrastructure Plan for 
Canada. 
 
Furthermore, CHBA should meet with as many as these organizations as possible and report back with a 
status report to Urban Council to the May 2013 meetings on the progress made at these meetings.  
 
And furthermore, CHBA should amend its advocacy messaging to government and relevant national 
associations who are infrastructure stakeholders to include: strategic and sustained infrastructure 
investment which helps maintain, support and enhance quality of life, economic prosperity and productivity.“ 

 
David Foster, CHBA staff provided a comprehensive brief on recent changes to federal environmental policies:  
environmental assessment and review; navigable waters; fisheries; and species at risk.  He noted that the principle 
focus of federal efforts was to reduce or eliminate overlap and duplication in environmental regulation and 
enforcement.  Members of the Urban Council welcomed continued monitoring of these federal efforts by Mr. 
Foster. 
 
CHBA Board of Directors and Annual Meeting of Members 
To facilitate the next step of the CHBA re-organization, the CHBA Board of Directors appointed the Task Force to 
be a Working Group with the intention of implementing the first portion of the reorganization which includes the 
restructuring of the Board of Directors, Working Groups and Councils, which is to be completed prior to the next 
Annual Meeting of Members.  
 
The Resolution from Ontario was modified to read as follows and was supported by the Members. 

 
"CHBA is supportive of a national transit strategy that dedicates sustainable and strategic investments to 
support transit initiatives that are part of a National Infrastructure Plan" 

 
The Executive Board for 2013-2014 is as follows: 
 
President - Deep Shergill, of Calgary, Alberta 
First Vice President - Bard Golightly, of Edmonton, Alberta 
Second Vice President - Jane Morgan, of St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador; and Bob Finnigan, of Toronto, 
Ontario 
Treasurer - Carol Oxtoby, of Calgary, Alberta 
Secretary - Steve Crowell, of Kentville, Nova Scotia 
Past President - Ron Olson of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
 
The priority of Deep Shergill, CHBA President, to paraphrase a message in his inaugural address focused on: 
 

“Working to maintain a stable financing environment would be one of seven priorities in his plan of action for 
the coming year.  The others are regulation, government-imposed costs, a skilled and productive workforce, 
land availability, market intelligence and investment in research and development.” 

 

NATIONAL - CANADIAN HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION -  WWW.CHBA.CA 
Prepared by Brian Campbell, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA President 
 
SUMMER 2012 
CHBA has hired a consultant firm Deloitte to complete their organizational review. An advisory committee that had 
been set up to review all aspects of CHBA had its first meeting in Ottawa on June 2nd. Deloitte will be traveling 
across Canada to meet with association members, including two regional meetings in Ontario to discuss 
restructuring. Deloitte met with the CHBA Executive Officers’ Council in June in St. Johns, N.B. Marie Schroeder 
and Douglas Stewart represented WRHBA at meetings with Deloitte to discuss CHBA operations, 
best practices of our local and recommendations for improvements to operations of CHBA. 
 
OHBA President Doug Tarry is looking for feedback and ideas from local associations and member companies to 
improve the operations of the CHBA. 



The CHBA Executive had determined that specific fiscal issues needed to be placed within a much broader 
context, one that considers all elements that contribute to a well functioning organization that can carry out its 
mission on behalf of its members in an effective manner. 
 
Deloitte is to prepare a report and recommendations, that if approved by the Board of Directors at the Fall 2012 
meeting, will be presented to the 2013 Annual Meeting of Members in Lake Louise, for final decision. 
 

PROVINCIAL - ONTARIO HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION -  WWW.OHBA.CA  

Prepared by Brian Campbell, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA President 
 
SUMMER 2012 
Meetings with MP on Parliament Hill: OHBA worked with Brantford HBA & OHBA Past President and current MP 
for Brant, Phil McColeman on a ‘Lunch & Learn’ opportunity for an OHBA leadership team to go to Parliament Hill 
in Ottawa. The team met with nine (Ontario Conservative Party of Canada) MPs to discuss key housing issues. In 
attendance were: 

 
• MP Phil McColeman: Brant 
• MP Joe Preston: Elgin – Middlesex - London 
• MP Susan Truppe: London North Centre 
• MP Chungsen Leung: Willowdale  
• MP Daryl Kramp: Prince Edward – Hastings 

• MP Brad Butt: Mississauga - Streetsville 
• MP Colin Carrie: Oshawa   
• MP Bas Gosal: Bramalea – Gore – Malton 
• MP Gary Schellenberger: Perth-Wellington 

 
Key issues Discussed were: Renovations & Underground Economy, GST Threshold Review, CMHC and Skilled 
Trades & Immigration Policy (MPs initiated this discussion). 
 
Condominium Act Review: The provincial government has initiated a review to modernize the Condominium Act. 
A public consultation will identify a comprehensive set of issues, and long-term solutions relating to matters such as: 
 

• Consumer protection for buyers 
• Condominium finances & reserve fund 

management  
• Condominium board governance 

• Expertise/accreditation of condominium managers 
• Dispute resolution (between condo boards and 

owners)  

 
The review will directly engage the entire condominium community, including owners, residents, developers and 
property managers.   
 
At this point OHBA is responding to media calls with the following statement:  
 

“The Ontario Home Builders’ Association looks forward to participating in the Condo Act Review. 
Condominium living has become an affordable and popular housing choice in both the low-rise and high-rise 
market and our members have responded to this demand by building the most vibrant condo market in 
North America.  
 
We look forward to contributing to this review by providing the provincial building and development industry’s 
knowledge, experience and expertise in this important area.” 

 
Moving forward, OHBA will be striking a committee to prepare an “OHBA submission” on potential improvements to 
the Act. 
 
We have a number of volunteers, but it is important that the committee include members from across Ontario as the 
Condo Act is not just about 30-story towers in Toronto, but governs every condominium – low-rise and 
 hi-rise – across Ontario. OHBA welcomes additional volunteers from local associations across Ontario. 
 
WRHBA representative Craig Robson will sit on the OHBA committee tasked to prepare a submission on potential 
improvements to the Act. 
 
Building Code: The next edition of the Ontario Building Code may be announced shortly. Doug Tarry and Dave 
Henderson attended a stakeholder meeting with key MMAH staff. 
 
 



Highlights include: 
• President Tarry noted that he is under a confidentiality agreement 
• Consultations are lengthy, OHBA has made good points and government appears to be in agreement 
• Could take up to 14 months for implementation 
• Proper training of our industry, design professionals and building officials is needed 

 
NOVEMBER 2012 
Ontario Building Code: The current Code was released in 2006. The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
filed the next edition of the Code on November 2, 2012 with broader support for the economy, promotion of a 
greener Ontario, and an increased focus on public safety. Most of the new code will take effect January 1, 2014. 
 
As of January 2012 the Code requires all new houses to meet standards that are generally equivalent to EnerGuide 
80. 
 
OHBA has a working group addressing issues with SB-12 relating to prescriptive alternatives to Energuide 80. 
 
Growth Plan: Official Plans were to be in conformity with the Plan by June 2009. This has proven difficult. There is 
also concern with achieving 50 residents and jobs per hectare and OHBA has recommended that the province 
separate employment and density targets. 
 
OHBA, along with many Municipalities, have identified issues with core infrastructure and required investment that 
will be required in support of the plan. 
 
The Plan’s horizon is currently 2031 but proposed Amendment No 2 extends this horizon to 2041 and contains new 
forecasts for population and employment for 2036 and 2041. 
 
OHBA continues to meet with authorities to educate and inform on various policy and regulatory barriers our 
industry faces to implement the Plan. 
 
Condominium Act Review: The Provincial Government has announced its intention to review the Act in 
consultation with the industry. OHBA has established a Condo Review Committee in support of this effort. OHBA 
has enlisted the expertise of many local members including our own Craig Robson. 
 
College of Trades: OHBA continues to advocate for the Building Industry in opposition to many policies and 
procedures with the College. Subsequent to meetings with Minister Milloy and WRHBA reps, the College presented 
at a recent OHBA Board meeting and accepted questions. This is seen as a positive move in that OHBA is 
recognized by the College as an important stakeholder. 
 
The College has announced an annual fee structure for 2013 that includes $60 for Apprentice, $120 for 
Journeyperson and optional enrollment by employers at $120. This is seen as a win by OHBA in that they opposed 
a fee to employers. 
 
A major focus going forward for OHBA on this issue will be Journeyperson/Apprentice ratios. OHBA believes the 
ration should be 1:1 across the board. 
 
Development Charges: OHBA Land Development Committee, chaired by our own Douglas Stewart, is presenting 
a Development Charges Seminar on Monday December 3, 2012. This seminar is to be held in Burlington at the 
Holiday Inn, 3063 South Service Road. 
Please refer to OHBA’s “Housing Issues Status Report – Fall 2012” for more information on these issues and more. 
 

LOCAL – WATERLOO REGION HOME BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION -  WWW.WRHBA.COM 
Prepared by Brian Campbell, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA President 

 
SUMMER 2012 
WRHBA has been invited to attend the Regional Reurbanization Advisory Panel and will be sending Douglas 
Stewart as our representative. 
 
Response from local Chief Building Officials has been positive and we expect the first meeting of our new CBO 
committee to take place in September. 



MPP Garfield Dunlop hosted a roundtable discussion at the WRHBA office that include local MPPs, Conestoga 
College, local business people and representation of WRHBA and the Guelph HBA to discuss the issues 
surrounding the new College of Trades. Mr. Dunlop is strongly opposed to the College of Trades and there are 
major impacts coming to the traditional trades and newly designated trades within the building industry. This issue is 
to be brought forward to our members and a “call for Action” is to be issued. 
 
WRHBA representatives met with other industry representatives at the Chamber of Commerce roundtable 
discussion with Canadian Chamber President Perrin Beatty. Issues discussed included lack of skilled trades in 
Canada and possible solutions and best practices on the issue. 
 
WRHBA representatives met with local MPs to discuss: long term infrastructure plan, tax reforms, and the 
underground economy.  
 
Meeting with MP Harold Albrecht 
Long Term Infrastructure Plan 
This point was addressed and well discussed during the meeting. Mr. Albrecht noted that the Federal Government 
has doubled the Gas Tax transfers to lower tier governments, has added stimulus funds for building growth, and has 
plans to renew a fund to further stimulate growth in all areas of the Nation. In addition, we are seeing Federal 
funding with our Regional LRT project and the Highway 8 expansion. Highway 7 is also on the books for future work.  
 
We agreed that our local area has had infrastructure investment and congratulated the Federal government for their 
efforts. We also pointed out that in order to meet Government planning policies in terms of density and places to 
grow local municipalities need to upgrade old ground infrastructure and water/sewer capacity and that this should be 
more of a focus when providing funding. 
 
Mr. Albrecht suggested that we determine if CHBA has been invited to roundtable discussions on infrastructure 
funding that are imminent and related to the Ministry of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities. He suggested 
that the National HBA should be at the table and is willing to speak personally with Minister Lebel in regards to 
funding goals of roads and services. 
 
Tax Reforms 
Mr. Albrecht, along with the other MPs, has heard about GST Rebate Threshold changes for years and agrees that 
they should be reviewed, but in light of tax implications he believes a review will not be supported.  He also 
confirmed that consideration of this issue has occurred in the past and that this issue is heard from many advocacy 
groups.  He indicated that he will communicate again the concerns on this issue. We all agreed that the issue should 
be addressed by the Federal Government, even if that meant a decision to not adjust thresholds in light of tax 
implications. This issue was highlighted by Mr. Albrecht as being our number 1 issue and the most difficult to tackle. 
 
Mr. Albrecht agrees that a 2.5% renovation rebate would stimulate the renovation economy, would allow people to 
better renovate their homes and fully supports this initiative. He strongly agreed that this type of rebate may help 
combat the underground cash economy. Mr. Albrecht suggested that the Home Reno Tax Credit of a few years ago 
cost the Fed less than the $4 billion dollars suggested by Mr. Goodyear, directed his assistant to look into the actual 
figure and agreed that the figure does not include an offset amount for increased tax revenues as a result of receipts 
being required. Mr. Albrecht inquired if we had an annual figure estimate as to the cost of such a program. We did 
not provide one at this meeting and suggested that we would lobby CHBA for such a figure. 
 
Rental Housing tax reform is well understood by Mr. Albrecht. He does agree with the principle of “deferring capital 
gains tax” monies to stimulate investment in rental real estate in order to protect rental housing, vacancy rates and 
affordability.  
 
Underground Cash Economy 
This issue has been at the forefront of many government officials, Mr. Albrecht included. The CHBA 
recommendation that all firms be required to have a business number is viewed as a small first step. He did agree 
that the Home Renovation Tax Rebate, as recommended by CHBA is also helpful. We applauded the research by 
the Commissioner of Canada Revenue Agency to investigate solutions by other countries for the underground 
economy. 
 
Mr. Albrecht offered to include our issues when preparing his recommendations for budget to the Minister of Finance 
this fall. He also noted that we have been to see him annually and with the same issues year to year, with minor 



changes. Mr. Albrecht recognized and acknowledged that we come to him with valid issues, well briefed and with 
the information he requires. 
 
Meeting with MP Peter Braid 
Long Term Infrastructure Plan 
This point was addressed during the meeting. Mr. Braid indicated that K-W has received in excess of $110 million 
since 2009. In addition we are seeing Federal funding with our Regional LRT project and the Highway 8 expansion. 
Highway 7 is also on the books for future work. 
 
We agreed that our local area has had infrastructure investment. We also pointed out that in order to meet 
Government planning policies in terms of density and places to grow local municipalities need to upgrade old ground 
infrastructure and water/sewer capacity. 
 
Tax Reforms 
Mr. Braid has heard about GST Rebate Threshold changes for years and agrees that they could be reviewed.  He 
indicated that consideration of this issue has occurred several times in the past.  He indicated that he will 
communicate again the concerns on this issue. He did comment that the Minister has objected to this 
recommendation previously on the basis of “not wanting to heat up the housing market” and this was also echoed by 
both Mr. Woodworth and Mr. Goodyear. We all agreed that the issue should be addressed by the Federal 
Government, even if that meant a decision to not adjust thresholds in light of tax implications. 
 
Mr. Braid agrees that a rebate would stimulate the renovation economy, would allow people to better renovate their 
homes and generally supports this initiative. He recognized that this type of rebate may help combat the 
underground cash economy. 
 
Rental Housing tax reform is well understood by Mr. Braid. He does agree with “deferring capital gains tax” monies 
to stimulate investment in rental real estate in order to protect rental housing, vacancy rates and affordability. The 
issue of HST rebates in light of no HST on rents was not discussed.  
 
Underground Cash Economy 
This issue has been at the forefront of many government officials, Mr. Braid included.  The CHBA recommendation 
that all firms be required to have a business number is viewed as a small first step. He did agree that the Home 
Renovation Tax Rebate, as recommended by CHBA is also helpful. We applauded the research by the 
Commissioner of Canada Revenue Agency to investigate solutions by other countries for the underground 
economy. 
 
Mr. Braid offered to touch on our issues when preparing his recommendations for budget to the Minister of Finance. 
He noted that we have been to see him annually and with the same issues year to year, with minor changes. Mr. 
Braid recognized and acknowledged that we come to him with valid issues, well briefed and with the information he 
requires. 
 
Meeting with MP Gary Goodyear 
Long Term Infrastructure Plan 
This point was addressed during the meeting. Mr. Goodyear confirmed that Waterloo Region has received $10’s of 
millions over the last few years. In addition we are seeing Federal funding with our Regional LRT project and the 
Highway 8 expansion. Highway 7 is also on the books for future work. Mr. Goodyear commended Cambridge Mayor 
Mr. Craig for provided details as to what streets have been re-built, what infrastructure has been replaced and what 
community facilities have been built with Federal Funding. 
 
We agreed that our local area has had infrastructure investment. We also pointed out that in order to meet 
Government planning policies in terms of density and places to grow local municipalities need to upgrade old ground 
infrastructure and water/sewer capacity. 
 
Tax Reforms 
Mr. Goodyear has heard about GST Rebate Threshold changes for years and agrees that they should be reviewed, 
regardless of tax implications.  He confirmed that consideration of this issue has occurred several times in the past 
and that this issue is heard from many advocacy groups.  He indicated that he will communicate again the concerns 
on this issue. He also commented that the Minister has objected to this recommendation previously on the basis of 
“not wanting to heat up the housing market” and this was also echoed by both Mr. Woodworth and Mr. Braid. We all 



agreed that the issue should be addressed by the Federal Government, even if that meant a decision to not adjust 
thresholds in light of tax implications. 
 
We discussed the forecast by CMHC, CHBA, OHBA and our local builder developers that permits will plateau, 
perhaps even decline and that, outside of Toronto, the new housing market is not “on fire”. We agreed that the 
adjustment of thresholds may not impact the stability of the housing market. 
 
Mr. Goodyear agrees that a rebate would stimulate the renovation economy, would allow people to better renovate 
their homes and generally supports this initiative. He strongly agreed that this type of rebate may help combat the 
underground cash economy. Mr. Goodyear mentioned that the Home Reno Tax Credit of a few years ago cost the 
Fed $4 billion dollars, however, this figure does not include an amount for increased tax revenues as a result of 
receipts being required. 
 
Rental Housing tax reform is well understood by Mr. Goodyear. He does agree with “deferring capital gains tax” 
monies to stimulate investment in rental real estate in order to protect rental housing, vacancy rates and 
affordability. The issue of HST rebates in light of no HST on rents was not discussed other than he would not want 
to support HST on rents. 
 
Underground Cash Economy 
This issue has been at the forefront of many government officials, Mr. Goodyear included. The CHBA 
recommendation that all firms be required to have a business number is viewed as a small first step. He did agree 
that the Home Renovation Tax Rebate, as recommended by CHBA is also helpful. We applauded the research by 
the Commissioner of Canada Revenue Agency to investigate solutions by other countries for the underground 
economy. 
 
Mr. Goodyear offered to include our issues when preparing his recommendations for budget to the Minister of 
Finance this fall. He also noted that we have been to see him annually and with the same issues year to year, with 
minor changes. Mr. Goodyear recognized and acknowledged that we come to him with valid issues, well briefed and 
with the information he requires. 
 
Meeting with MP Stephen Woodworth 
Long Term Infrastructure Plan 
This point was addressed in detail and took the majority of the meeting as this was an issue Mr. Woodworth had not 
heard much about. Mr. Woodworth noted the existence of the “Gas tax” transfers from the Federal to the 
Provincial/Municipal levels. Was this not enough? The Federal level would not want to attempt to place restrictions 
on the lower levels as to purpose of funds. Mr. Woodworth wondered why this issue was of national concern rather 
than only Municipal. The launch of the Community Infrastructure Improvement Fund was announced on July 5, 
2012, $49.5 million over 2 years to fund project for public access with 50/50 cost sharing. This fund is to be used 
primarily for projects that would not have funding otherwise. 
 
Tax Reforms 
Mr. Woodworth has heard about GST Rebate Threshold changes for years and agrees that they should be 
reviewed, regardless of impact on tax base, as this was promised from the outset 20 years ago. He indicated that he 
will speak to the Minister of Finance, informally, on this issue as well as the other Tax Reform issues below. He did 
comment that the Minister has objected to this recommendation previously on the basis of “not wanting to heat up 
the housing market”. 
 
Mr. Woodworth does not consider the HST on renovations to be “unfair”. However, he does agree that the GST/HST 
system doubled the taxes (%) on renovations. He agreed that a rebate would stimulate the renovation economy, 
would allow people to better renovate their homes and generally supports this initiative. He recognized that this type 
of rebate may help combat the underground cash economy. 
 
Rental Housing tax reform is not well understood by Mr. Woodworth, by his own admission. However, he does 
agree with “deferring capital gains tax” monies to stimulate investment in rental real estate in order to protect rental 
housing, vacancy rates and affordability. The issue of HST rebates in light of no HST on rents requires some 
investigation. CHBA documents refer to “Zero Rating rental Housing”. This concept should be expanded upon and 
more information should be provided to MPs. 
 
 
 



Underground Cash Economy 
This issue has been at the forefront of many government officials, Mr. Woodworth included. The CHBA 
recommendation that all firms be required to have a business number is viewed as a small first step. He did agree 
that the Home Renovation Tax Rebate, as recommended by CHBA is also helpful. We applauded the research by 
the Commissioner of Canada Revenue Agency to investigate solutions by other countries for the underground 
economy. 
 
Mr. Woodworth offered to speak informally to the Minister of Finance on the above issues. He has not offered this 
previously. He noted that we have been to see him annually and with the same issues year to year, with minor 
changes. He understands that to be the case as government change is slow and Canada has been in a period of 
stabile economic activity for the last few years. Mr. Woodworth recognized and acknowledged that we come to him 
with valid issues, well briefed and with the information he requires. 
 
OCTOBER 2012 
As WRHBA President, I attended an informal “meet and greet” with City of Kitchener Deputy CAO, Michael May. 
Michael re-joins the City in his new position after a short stint with Manulife. 
 
Members in attendance included Rick Martins, Eastforest Homes and Peter Armbruster, Activa Group. Also in 
attendance were City staff CBO Mike Seiling and Director of Planning Alain Pinard. The informal meeting was held 
immediately after the Kitchener Liaison Committee meeting on Friday, September 21, 2012. 
 
The discussion was kept informal with introductions being the main focus. Michael indicated that he hoped to bring a 
new level of common sense to the Building and Planning Departments with regard to regulations and processes. 
Michael also stressed that communication was a key for success in dealing with City of Kitchener clients. 
 
Our invite indicates the level of respect that the City of Kitchener has for our Association and our members. They 
are very keen to engage WRHBA in conversation and continue to be very interested in our input. 
 
NOVEMBER 2012 
City of Waterloo: The City of Waterloo has proposed that Residential DC’s will be reduced from the current level of 
$14,195 for single and semi units to $11,982. This move is unprecedented and very good news for new home 
builders in this market. 
 
Region of Waterloo: WRHBA representatives Brian Campbell, President and Ian Rawlings, Chair Regional Liaison 
Committee met with Rob Horne of the Region of Waterloo to discuss the Tax Increment Grant (TIG) program that, to 
date, has promoted development in city core areas and on sites where environmental clean up was required. This 
program was funded through tax dollars and committed up to $5,000,000. The program is no longer in a fully funded 
position and the Region will be considering this at budget time. WRHBA would like to see the program continue and 
supports the Region finding ways to sustain the program going forward. 
 
Our Regional Liaison Committee will continue to challenge the Region in their proposal to increase select 
Development Application fees. Although the fees have remained static since 1996 WRHBA would like to see 
appropriate justification for increased fees and would also support a review of procedures and policies that may 
mitigate the need for fee increases. 
 
Minister Milloy: President Brian Campbell and 1st Vice Kevin Watts met with Minister Milloy to conclude the 
Summer 2012 MPP campaign. It was convenient that Minister Milloy was re-appointed as Minister of Trades, 
Colleges and Universities just prior to our meeting. Minister Milloy was open to providing new information regarding 
the College of Trades and recognized the homebuilding industry as a major influence to the College. 
 
Canada Post: WRHBA President, Brian Campbell was interviewed by CTV News on the Canada Post 
announcement that they will assess each new address in Canada with a $200 fee. This new fee, representing up to 
$40 million per year, is connected to the installation of Community Mailboxes. CHBA, OHBA and WRHBA all agree 
that this proposed fee is unacceptable. Canada Post did not consult with the building industry on this initiative and 
contradicts the Corporations promises made to new home buyers when community mail boxes were first introduced. 
WRHBA is in contact via letter with local MPs on the issue. 
 
SPRING 2013 
Opposition Day Motion: April 10, 2013, OHBA and industry representatives from Quinte, Brantford, Hamilton-
Halton, BILD, Grey-Bruce, Niagara, Simcoe County, Waterloo, Peterborough, Haldimand-Norfolk and Guelph joined 



MPP Garfield Dunlop in support of his Opposition Day Motion to abolish the College of Trades. OHBA has 
consistently opposed the College of Trades since its creation since 2009. Unfortunately, the vote was 35-48 against 
the motion to abolish the College. OHBA thanks Opposition Leader Tim Hudak and MPP Dunlop for their leadership 
and efforts against the College of Trades and promoting apprenticeship modernization in Ontario. Despite this 
result, OHBA will continue to work with all Members of Provincial Parliament to improve the College of Trades and 
to build Ontario’s skilled-trades workforce.  
 
Modernizing Ontario’s Apprenticeship System: The College of Trades will not solve the growing skilled-trades 
workforce gap in Ontario. The current structure does not take advantage of the potential and opportunities the 
residential construction sector can provide in growing Ontario’s economy and building a modern skilled-trades 
workforce. 
 
The reality is that competing provincial jurisdictions like Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba have already 
modernized their apprenticeship system to tap into the potential of all construction employers and provide more 
apprenticeship opportunities than Ontario. Homebuilders, professional renovators, trade contractors and installers 
welcome the opportunity to provide apprenticeships and help build Ontario’s skilled-trades workforce. It is time for 
this government to refocus on the best outcome for Ontario and that is to ensuring that every capable employer can 
fully participate in providing apprenticeship opportunities. 
 
OHBA supports a one-to-one journeyperson-to-apprenticeship ratio as a practical solution to Ontario’s skilled-trades 
gap. 
 

REGION OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Ian Rawlings, IBI Group, WRHBA Past President, 2001-02 
 
OCTOBER 2012 
The Regional Liaison Committee met on October 4, 2012 to discuss the region’s Draft Implementation Guideline for 
Cultural Heritage Landscape Conservation. The proposed Guidelines flow from the Provincial Policy Statement that 
requires that Cultural Heritage Landscape be preserved. The proposed Guidelines are intended to provide guidance 
to developers, the Region and Municipal Councils, Committees and staff on the identification, documentation, 
designation and incorporation of Cultural Heritage Landscapes into the existing heritage review process. 
 
There is an Open House scheduled for October 30th at the Waterloo Region Museum that will provide opportunity for 
interested parties to learn more about the issue and the proposed Guidelines as part of the Region’s public 
consultation process on the issue. If you would like a copy of the Open House flyer, please contact WRHBA staff.  
 

CITY OF WATERLOO LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Mark Van Dongen, Milla Homes, WRHBA Past President, 1999-2000 
 
SEPTEMBER 2012 
New Development Charges: A new Development Charges (DC) Background Study has begun. A draft is expected 
by late September. Given the shift in building from greenfields to infill and condo building it is expected that there 
will be shift in projects and future spending to reflect more uptown building. This bylaw is expected to be reviewed 
every 3 years (instead of 5) as we go forward. A subcommittee with WRHBA members has been working with Erin 
Grey from the City of Waterloo. Our members include Peter Armbruster, Martin Jones, Ian Robertson, Paul 
Puopolo & Tony Giovinazzo. 
 
Building Activity: Total Permits YTD are very close to last year, as is YTD Construction Values. There appears to 
be more singles and semis being built and less commercial and institutional building. There is surge of singles and 
semis expected this fall as the Vista Hills plan of subdivision finally gets registered and building permits get issued.  
 
Site Plan Control Agreement: The revised Site Plan Control Agreement has been implemented as of July 23, 
2012. Any plans being reviewed at that time will be exempted. Any new plans will be subject to the new rules as will 
be explained at the pre-consultation meeting. 
 
Official Plan: The Region has indicated that it will be approving the City’s Official plan with a few tweaks, 
modifications and deferrals, soon. 
 



Landscaped Boulevard Problems: The issue of delayed grading deposits and/or Letter of Credits due to 
unacceptable boulevard landscaping was brought up. The City has looked into the matter and does not feel that 
these are the reasons behind the delays. Cam Rapp will be speaking with Bill Garibaldi, General Manager of Public 
Works, about the issue. The City will also take a look at whether the “boulevard bylaw” of 2004 needs to be 
updated and how it compares with the Region’s bylaws. 
 
Economic Development: Scott Amos is the Interim Director overseeing the re-alignment of this department that 
will now be part of Development Services. A new director will be hired. 
 
Environmental Stewardship: A new brochure by the City was discussed and will be circulated for comments. This 
brochure will be part of the package of information to be given to all new home purchasers in Vista Hills. The intent 
is to make purchasers aware that there are many different environmental friendly choices they can now make. 
 
Sign Bylaw: The Sign Bylaw is being updated. It is being updated to reflect the emergence of new types of signs. 
Of interest to our industry it will be providing some allowances for larger “A” frame signs. A draft will be circulated. 
 
JANUARY 2013 
It is with regret that we accept Douglas Stewart’s resignation from the Committee after almost 13 years as a very 
active participant. His contributions were very much appreciated by all.  

 
• Property taxes have been set at 1.55% including an increase to the storm water fee 
• Capital Budgets will proceed as planned without any changes 
• Building permits are down on a year to date basis 
• Canada post has met with City staff. Staff asked them about the authority under which they feel they can 

implement the $200 fee and several pointed questions about the implementation and collection of the fee 
• Staff will be studying Waterloo Brownfield properties and researching incentive options for council to consider. 

Of the 38 properties identified, about 24 properties need to be remediated 
• The new Development Charges by-law was adopted by council with the reduced residential charges. The only 

change was that the non residential rates will be phased in with 0% increase in 2013, 50% increase in 2014 
and 100% in 2015. This by-law will now be reviewed every 3 years. The reason for the residential decrease 
was that currently the majority of infrastructure is in place for new subdivisions and long term recreational 
facilities have not been identified and therefore were removed from the DC calculations. That situation will 
most likely be different in 3 years time and therefore residential DC rates will likely increase next time 

• The Building department will undertake a complete review of its operations and structure in 2013 with the 
likely outcome of increasing staff, increasing service levels and a corresponding increase in Building Permit 
fees in 2014 

• The City is undergoing a complete City staff structure review with the overall intent on finding ways to be more 
effective in the delivery of current service levels. This review is expected to be completed by April 2013 

• The City has provided its comments to the Province concerning the new provincial policy Statement. A copy of 
their comments will be circulated to the committee 

• The annual review of the General Zoning by-laws has been completed and changes have been made. Of note 
for builders is that model homes are now permitted under the zoning by-laws and garage regulations have 
been adjusted to accommodate encroachment like duct work. A future change concerning “through” lots and 
their front yard/ backyard definitions will be addressed in the near future 

• The new sign bylaw is still not adopted because of the mobile sign industry opposition. Of note to builders is 
that the larger 24’ x36” A-frame signs are now permitted 

 
SPRING 2013 
Building permits are on track versus last year. Many capital projects are proceeding this construction season. 
 
Development Manual of 2003 is being updated by staff this year with updated sections on security deposits and 
releases. A draft copy will be circulated to the Committee for comments. 
 
Street Boulevard Assumption: Agreement or policy is being developed into an overall by-law on how the City will 
handle requests from homeowners wishing to modify or install irrigation systems in the boulevards prior to the City 
assuming boulevards.  Questions/concerns were raised on how the City will deal with any damage caused by the 
homeowner to the boulevards; how new landscaping alternatives are going to be addressed; how it will impact 
developer’s releases, and if there are any conflicts between the City’s by-law and the Region’s. The industry will be 
consulted prior to the by-law being finalized. 



 
Committee of Adjustment – Minor Variance Applications Expiry dates as a condition of approval: The City of 
Waterloo Committee of Adjustment, as a standard condition of approval, places a two year expiry date on the 
approval of minor variance applications. This has become an issue on large multiple residential sites where 
variances are obtained for a multi-year build out program or on registered single detached lots within a plan of 
subdivision when it is unknown when the house will be constructed. To address this issue, staff recommended that 
at the time of submission, if the expiry date is problematic, the applicant provide justification for not including an 
expiry condition.  Staff in turn will provide an opinion in the Planning report to Committee as to whether the 
applicant’s request is appropriate.  Ultimately, it will be the CoA’s decision whether to apply the expiry condition. 
 
2013 Forward is scheduled to be forwarded to Council at the end of April with a public information session planned 
for May. 
 

CITY OF KITCHENER LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Peter Armbruster, Activa Group, WRHBA Past President, 2007-08 
 
MAY 2012 
City of Kitchener Official Plan Update: The City is working on the second draft of the OP and is waiting on the 
Transportation Master Plan and the Multi-use Trail Master Plan.  The second draft is expected to come out this year 
but there is no exact date.   
 
Infrastructure Priorities – Future Federal Government Funding: Since it appears that the Federal government 
may be asking municipalities about future infrastructure funding priorities, WRHBA have requested that the City 
seek WRHBA input when preparing a list of infrastructure priorities  
 
Requirement for Original Signed Letters: WRHBA has requested that the City review its policies and procedures 
regarding the requirements for original signed letters with a view to accepting electronic copies of letters/ 
certifications, etc. instead. 
 
2011 Annual Report – Building: Mike Seiling, Building, provided a review the 2011 Annual Report.  This report 
was approved by Council and is available on the City of Kitchener Building website page. 
 
SUMMER 2012 
City of Kitchener Official Plan Update: The City is working on the second draft of the OP and is waiting on the 
Transportation Master Plan and the Multi-use Trail Master Plan.  The second draft is expected to come out this year 
but there is no exact date.   
 
Staffing Updates: Jeff Willmer is now the new CAO effective May 23rd.  Jeff has replaced Carla Ladd. Mike Seiling 
has agreed to take on the role of Interim Deputy CAO until this position is filled permanently.  Mike will still remain as 
Director of Building. Grant Murphy has tendered his resignation from the City to pursue other opportunities.  Hans 
Gross has agreed to take on the role of Interim Director of Engineering.  Hans can be reached at 
Hans.Gross@kitchener.ca if you have any questions.   
 
Topsoil and Street Tree Standards: The City has undertaken a detailed review of how Boulevard Tree planting is 
planned and implemented within new subdivisions. New standards for topsoil depths in boulevards, locations for 
tree planting, species varieties and maintenance have been set for implementation in all new developments. 
 
For additional information, the City has prepared a handout – Tree Planting Best Management Practices.  If there 
are any questions or comments, please direct them to Dave Schmitt (dave.schmitt@kitchener.ca).   
 
SEPTEMBER 2012 
City of Kitchener Official Plan Update: http://www.kitchener.ca//en/insidecityhall/Official_Plan_Review.asp    
 
Staffing Updates: Barbara Robinson, P.Eng. will be joining the City of Kitchener on October 1st as the new 
Director of Engineering. Barbara has 22 years of consulting engineering experience and has spent the last 11 
years as a Senior Project Manager with Stantec Consulting in Kitchener. Michael May is the new Deputy CAO, 
Community Services. Michael is a former City of Kitchener Director of Communications. Effective August 7th Jim 
Witmer has agreed to take on the role of Interim Deputy CAO, Infrastructure Services. 
 



2013 Proposed Fees and Charges: The City will be providing a list of recommended Fees and Charges at our 
next Liaison Meeting.  It is anticipated that the City will be seeking to increase the Engineering Review Fee from 4% 
of construction costs to 4.5% of construction costs.  We will be questioning the rationale for this increase at our next 
meeting given that the City is NOT planning on increasing the level of service as a result of this fee increase. 
 
OCTOBER 2012 
 
Cory Bluhm, Economic Development, presented members with a PowerPoint Presentation outlining the Downtown 
Kitchener Action Plan (2012-2016).  Additional information on the Downtown Kitchener Action Plan can be found at 
the following link:  http://www.kitchener.ca/en/businessinkitchener/buildingadynamicdowntown.asp?_mid_=18303  
 
Kitchener Growth Management Strategy Annual Monitoring Report - Highlights: Since the 2011 Monitoring 
Report a significant portion of the KGMS objectives, initiatives and recommendations have been completed or are 
nearing completion.  
 
The estimated density of the Urban Growth Centre decreased from 160 RJs/ha in 2011 to 154 RJs/ha in 2012 due 
mainly to the relocation of City of Kitchener employees from Bramm Street to the new Kitchener Operations Facility. 
 
Between June 16, 2011 and June 15, 2012, the City’s intensification level within its built-up area decreased from 
52% in the previous reporting year to 25%. This is primarily due to a spike in multiple dwelling units in the previous 
year in the built-up area and a shift in the recent year where there were actually more multiple dwelling units built in 
the designated greenfield area. The 5 and 10-year average intensification levels show that the City is still on track to 
achieving the required intensification level of 45%. 
 
The number of new residential units created through building permits in 2011 was significantly higher than in 2010. 
This is mainly due to an increase in multiple dwelling units. So far the year to date number of units created through 
building permits is lower than the same time in 2011 but is on pace with achieving the 5 and 10-year averages. 
 
2013 Proposed Fees and Charges: Most existing fees are proposed to increase by about 3% in Planning and 
Engineering.  Most Building fees are proposed to remain the same.  The City will be seeking to increase the 
Engineering Review Fee from 4% of construction costs to 4.5% of construction costs (a 12.5% increase).  The City 
is NOT planning on improving service levels as a result of this fee increase.  They are suggesting that this increase 
is required to improve cost-recovery based on their current level of service. 
 
NOVEMBER 2012 
Canada Post – Community Mailbox Charges: Canada Post is proposing to charge $200 per municipal address in 
new developments starting on January 1, 2013. This issue was discussed at our Liaison meeting and we are asking 
that the Municipality refuse to impose this new fee.  Canada Post doesn’t have the authority to arbitrarily impose 
conditions through the subdivision approval process. They can request the Approval Authority to impose a Condition 
requiring the developer to pay the fee, but the Approval Authority can choose to accept, modify or refuse the 
requested condition. 
 
2013 Proposed Fees and Charges: Most existing fees are proposed to increase by about 3% in Planning and 
Engineering.  Most Building fees are proposed to remain the same.  The City will be seeking to increase the 
Engineering Review Fee from 4% of construction costs to 4.5% of construction costs (a 12.5% increase).  The City 
is NOT planning on improving service levels as a result of this fee increase.  They are suggesting that this increase 
is required to improve cost-recovery based on their current level of service. 
 
Development Manual Updates: Further updates to the Development Manual are anticipated over the next few 
weeks related to boulevards, trees, and water boxes.  Any changes will be communicated online via the City of 
Kitchener’s website. 
 
Places to Grow – Proposed Amendment 2: Proposed Amendment 2 to the Growth Plan for the GGH was 
reviewed briefly by the Committee.  Staff will be preparing a report to Council which will be provided to our 
Committee for review.   
 
SPRING 2013 
Online Permits: Online Permits went live effective January 2, 2013 and certain functions require users to pre-
register. Builders can now apply for building permits, book inspections; check inspection status and track permit fee 
rebates.  For more information or to apply for permits online, please visit www.Kitchener.ca/onlinepermits   



Demolition Control Policy Review: The City is reviewing their current Demolition Control Policy and is requesting 
industry feedback on how to improve the process.  A Demolition Control Policy Comment Form is available from 
Andrew Pinnell at 519-741-2624 (fax) or Andrew.Pinnell@kitchener.ca. 
 
Canada Post – Mailbox Fee: The City of Kitchener has indicated that they will not be incorporating the conditions 
that Canada Post requested regarding the imposition of a mailbox fee.  The City Solicitor has forwarded a letter, on 
behalf of the corporation, advising that there is no jurisdiction in the Planning Act to impose the conditions Canada 
Post is requesting.   
 
2012 Development Manual Update: A letter was sent out December 6, 2012 to the Industry stating that the manual 
has been updated and all corresponding documents are available for viewing at the City of Kitchener’s website.  For 
more information, please visit:  http://www.kitchener.ca/en/businessinkitchener/Development_manual.asp.  
The next Development Manual update is scheduled for 2015. 
 
City of Kitchener FCM Submission LTIP Update: The City of Kitchener submitted 3 Infrastructure Projects – 
Infrastructure Renewal Program, Recreation Facility Expansions, and Parks and Trails Strategic Implementations.   
 
Through the Community Infrastructure Investment Fund, two projects were approved.  The projects were 
approximately $250,000 for the washrooms in Victoria Park and $250,000 for upgrades to 3km of trails at Hearth 
Green (Highland to Greenbrook), Henry Sturm Greenway (Iron Horse to Lawrence) and Homer Watson Park 
(Wilson to Wabanaki). 
 
Site Development Works Notification Form: A sample letter was recently distributed to local Engineering and 
Surveyors outlining what is required for Final Grading Approval for Site Plans.  The purpose of the letter was to 
remind the industry of a few items that are regularly missing on Final Grading Approval requests.  With the industry 
submitting the correct information, the users can expect final grading letters to be approved and permit fee rebates 
processed more quickly. The City would like to thank Stantec Consulting and MTE Consultants for working with 
Angela Dennis (Building) to complete this reminder.  Please see Site Development Works Notification Form for more 
information. 
 

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Chair, David Aston, MHBC Planning 
 
SUMMER 2012 
The City of Cambridge considered a new Stormwater Management Manual in May 2012.  The next step of the plan 
is to assess implementation and funding options, including: a SWM tax, a SWM utility or a combination of these.  
Any recommendations will be phased in by 2015.  The City has agreed that WRHBA will be consulted for input on 
the implementation plan.  Analysis could occur in 2013.  The Committee will continue to provided updates and 
identify any key issues of interest to the industry.    
  
The City’s Subdivision Manual continues to be reviewed in detail with the Committee.  A series of technical 
questions/comments were given to the City to consider and respond to the Committee.   
  
A draft of a new City Subdivision Agreement is underway with the draft to be distributed by September 2012. 
 
The City has initiated a Parkland Dedication Policy Review and will begin the analysis by reviewing and comparing 
policies with other municipalities for Fall 2012.  The Committee will provide updates on the matter as more 
information is brought forward. 
  
The City’s new Official Plan was adopted in May 2012 and has been forwarded to the Region for approval. 
 
SEPTEMBER 2012 
Status of Official Plan Approval: The City is working with Region on modifications to the City’s plan.  The Official 
Plan is anticipated to receive partial approval, with sections/policies deferred that relate to the Regional Official Plan 
appeals (i.e., land budget and density issues).  A report will be going to Council on September 24th for update and 
to report back on the delegations from the last meeting.  It is expected final approval will occur before the end of the 
year.   
  
Sanitary Servicing Master: The City has initiated a Sanitary Servicing Master Plan to assess the capacity of 
existing systems to handle new development and intensification.  AECOM has been retained to do the study.  



WRHBA and the Liaison Committee are involved in the process.  The Committee encouraged the City to use 
foresight in the sizing of the system to allow for the zoning placed on the properties and consider potential 
“upsizing” in areas with high potential of development or redevelopment at higher density. 
  
Proposed Tree Preservation By-law: A Public Meeting at City Hall is Oct 4th.  City staff suggested that for 
developers, the system stays the same.  The Region’s woodlot policy applies and the requirements for Tree 
Management Plans still exist.  Permits are not required for work done within the requirements of a TMP or as 
conditions of development approvals.  This will be an ongoing item for discussion.  
  
Changes to Subdivision Agreement: A draft to be distributed in September/October for further discussion.  
  
Staff changes: There have been a number of staff changes at the City in the Planning and Engineering 
departments. Development related inquires are to be directed to Janet Babcock. Pre-grading requests can be 
processed with Steven Lau. 
 
FEBRUARY 2013 
City Staff Changes: City staff advised on other internal staff movements and positions to be filled. Elaine Brunn-
Shaw is now the Director of Development and contact with regard to development related matters. Rafique Turk is 
the new Senior Development Engineer. Justin Armstrong is Manger of Engineering (EAs) and overseeing 
Engineering comments and Kealy Dedman is the new Director of Engineering. 
  
Updates on Official Plan Approval: The Official Plan was approved by the Region in Nov 2012. There were 6 
appeals submitted on the Official Plan. City staff advised that while the 2012 OP has no legal status, City staff will 
be referring to the “in force” and Region-approved OP for planning applications. 
  
Site Plan and Subdivision Agreement: Site plan agreement comments received by City. Current site plan 
applications are using the new format. Letter of credits are now being “negotiated”. City staff advised the Site Plan 
and Subdivision Agreements will be presented to the Committee in March and then go to Council. 
 
City Tree By-law: expected to be back to Council for consideration in late winter. 
 
Grading deposits: deposits are being required on infill lots, severed & new lots to ensure grading reviewed by an 
engineer. There was discussion on implementation approaches and fees for the grading certificate, for example, 2 
deposits - $1000 developer, $500 builder. A suggestion was made to look at subdivision agreement vs. building 
permit for lot grading certificates. The City always holds more than $1000 for E&S in subdivisions. It was noted that 
in subdivision fire break lots/empty lots and getting lot grading deposits back can be difficult if adjacent lot is not 
sodded. The City is requesting a building permit deposit - $250 
  
Economic Development: to be added now that WRHBA is also represented on EDAC. 

 

REURBANIZATION WORKING GROUP 
Prepared by Committee Chair, Douglas Stewart, Stantec Consulting Ltd., WRHBA Past President, 2006-07 

 
MAY 2012 
There was a general discussion related to rapid transit and the work being undertaken by the Region through their 
consultants to define the potential development (place making) and other opportunities within the rapid transit 
corridor.  The question identified: Where should the priorities of the municipalities be focused given the significant 
size of the corridor and how should infrastructure upgrades be prioritized?”  In addition, as redevelopment occurs 
and roadways are upgraded a priority was identified to provide for better pedestrian and cycling as an alternative.  
The municipalities through their Official Plans and Zoning By-laws have identified “Nodes and Corridors” as a priority 
areas for redevelopment and infrastructure renewal. 
 
There was a general discussion related to the work and timing of meetings for this Committee and it was agreed to 
continue on a regular schedule subject to matters within the mandate of the of Committee.  It is anticipated that 
there will be opportunity to participate as the Rapid Transit is implemented.  Members are encouraged to obtain 
additional information related to the work being undertaken related to the place making of the rapid transit route, the 
station area and the transit hub through the Region of Waterloo website.  Over the last years there has been 
significant progress related to raising the profile of opportunities of reurbanization through a Market Analysis and 
Update, the Conference, the one day Seminar and presentation to Regional and City Councils. 
 



SUMMER 2012 
The meeting was held in the Community Building Strategy Project Storefront which is located at 220 King St. W. 
Kitchener which is part of the Kitchener City Hall Complex.  Members are encouraged to visit this storefront (please 
check hours) to see firsthand the work being undertaken by the Region of Waterloo Consultant-Urban Strategies 
Inc. related to this aspect of the Rapid Transit Program. 
 
The approach of this meeting was to have a workshop together with other stakeholders in a roundtable discussion to 
help shape the future strategies to help create a transit supportive corridor within the Community Building Strategy.  
This made in Waterloo Region approach is founded on the information obtained through the significant consultation 
undertaken, a detailed review of the public planning policies, market place information and best practices from other 
areas.  This strategy looks at all matters affecting the development of the community along, adjacent to and 
supporting the rapid and public transit systems. 
 
It is anticipated that the Community Building Strategy will be completed in the fall for review and comment.  
 
OCTOBER 2012 
Key information discussed: 

• The Request for Qualifications for the Design, Build and Operate of the Rapid Transit will be issued in October 
and the Request for Proposals will be issued in the year 2013 

• The adaptive Bus Rapid System serving the City of Cambridge will be operational in the year 2014 
• The Light Rail Transit system for the Cities of Waterloo and Kitchener will operational in the year 2017 
• The Planning Applications for the Transit Hub have been submitted 
• A draft Notice of Decision for the City of Waterloo Official Plan has been forwarded to City staff for review 
• The second draft of the City of Kitchener Official Plan is being completed and will be released at a future date 
 

The prime focus of the meeting related to the Central Transit Corridor Community Building Strategy.  The consultant 
for the Region spoke at the September WRHBA Dinner Meeting regarding their work.  Some key topics of 
discussion related to identification of key incentives for the Transit Corridors and Station Areas. These could include: 

• A public policy framework that supports redevelopment with limited modification necessary; 
• Completed analysis of municipal infrastructure necessary to support redevelopment; 
• Provide for programs to ensure where upgrades are necessary they are defined and provided for: 
• Road, traffic and noise analysis completed as part of the Station Area Plans: 
• Potential to consider Special Policy Areas to address the location of lands within the floodplain which could be 

redeveloped and support Transit; and 
• Potential need to stage infrastructure based on a priority analysis given the extent of the Transit and the 

magnitude of works required.  
 

There was also debate related to the exemption of Development Charges within specific areas. There was a 
discussion related to the various Brownfield Incentives offered by the municipalities and the need for a long term 
funding source.  
 
NOVEMBER 2012 
The meeting was held on the campus at the University of Waterloo within the new Environment Building. There was 
a general update of new projects and the City of Waterloo highlighted their recent Urban Design Awards Program 
which was a unanimous success. 
 
Two ongoing University of Waterloo research projects related to a better understanding of reurbanization were 
highlighted.  
 
FEBRUARY 2013 
There continues to be a lot of activity for development approvals and construction of reurbanization projects within 
the three cities.  Of note for two sites (although many more), is the property at 1 Victoria, Kitchener by private 
interests as they have initiated their development approvals and the Public Meeting with the Developments 
Approvals being sought by the Region for the Transit Hub is scheduled for later this month. 
 
Both the Cities of Waterloo and Kitchener are at the early stages of their planning program for Transit Stations.  This 
will be a multi-year process which will eventually lead to Official Plan Amendments. 
 



The City of Waterloo is continuing to evaluate the opportunities whether to provide Brownfield Incentives.  
Participation and comments are encouraged. 
 
The Region of Waterloo for Brownfields are moving from a Tax Incremental Grant Program to a Tax Incremental 
Financing Program which is similar to the Cities of Cambridge and Kitchener Programs.  
The majority of the meeting was dedicated to the draft Community Building Strategy.  This is a visionary document 
to provide for a “flexible framework” to guide public and private investment for redevelopment along and adjacent to 
the future transit line and at stations.  All members are encouraged to review this report, attend a public meeting and 
provide comments. 
 
Draft Strategy Report for public review / comment until March 19: http://centraltransitcorridor.ca/?cat=5. Comments 
can be submitted via the project email centraltransitcorridor@regionofwaterloo.ca or via an online survey that will be 
posted on the project website shortly.     
 
Public Meetings:  
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2013         Thursday, Feb. 21, 2013                    Monday, Feb. 25, 2013 
KNOX CHURCH                           THE TANNERY                                   CAMBRIDGE CITY HALL ATRIUM 
50 Erb Street W, Waterloo            151 Charles Street W, Kitchener         50 Dickson Street, Cambridge 
 
SPRING 2013 
City of Waterloo Brownfield Incentive Review: The City of Waterloo distributed a Discussion Paper/Report 
(DS2012-068) which outlines research undertaken by the City relative to brownfield programs in Ontario 
municipalities, the completion of needs assessment for a brownfield program and the identification of options 
regarding a Brownfield Development Program for the City.  The Report has been circulated for comments before 
proceeding to the next step.  This report is an excellent resource to better understand the potential incentives being 
considered, should you wish to see a copy of the report, contact the WRHBA office.  
 
Refinements to the Region of Waterloo Brownfield Financial Incentive Program (BFIP): The Region of 
Waterloo distributed a Report (P-13-004/F-13-007) related to refinements to continue and improve the existing 
Regional brownfield program.  Given the importance of brownfield remediation the Region is working to have a 
sustainable long term funding model for the financing of the Regional portion of Tax Incremental Grant approvals 
based on funding the grant from incremental tax revenue following remediation.  Approve additional funding of 
$250,000 for Phase Two Environmental Site Assessment Grant programs.  Delegate the approval authority for 
Phase Two Environmental Site Assessments jointly to the Commissioner of Planning, Housing and Community 
Services and the Chief Financial Officer or their delegates. Continue to review the program and report back to 
Council latter in the year. Should you wish to see a copy of the report, contact the WRHBA office. 
 

GRCA LIAISON COMMITTEE    
Prepared by Committee Chair, Brian Blackmere, Laurendale Custom Homebuilders, Past President 2009-10 
 
SUMMER 2012 
The bolded changes have been made to the GRCA’s proposed modification to their fee schedule.  These changes 
are for clarification only and do not change the proposed fee structure as previously provided to our membership. 
 
It is anticipated that the fee schedule will be presented to the GRCA members for their approval in either June or 
July effective August 1st or September 1st respectively. 
 
14. The net hectare fee will be based on the initial submission and will exclude lands outside of the development 

limit (e.g. natural hazard, natural heritage areas and buffers).  
15. At the submission of a subdivision or vacant land condominium application, 70% of the base fee and per net 

hectare is required.  Prior to issuance of conditions of draft plan approval the remaining 30% of the fee is 
required. 

 
14 – Added text to clarify that the net hectare is calculated when the first draft plan submission is received and it 
isn’t re-calculated at draft plan approval.  
15 – The base fee (see chart below) includes the net hectare.  Adding it here helps ensure there is no confusion. 
 
 
 



 
FEBRUARY 2013 
Fees:   

• 2012 fees amended in August – delayed due to consultations regarding major fill applications  
• 2013:  GRCA proposing a 3% increase for most categories (minors stay the same)  
• Timing uncertain right now – will depend on other consultations and Board schedule  

 
Emerging issues:  

• Water Management Plan Workshop schedule provided 
• Not intended for the general public, more for the various working groups, NGOs, etc.   
• WRHBA would be one of those “groups”; not intended to have everyone go, only a few representatives  
• Need to register online  

 
Permit approval process (delegation to CAO): 

• For permit applications that meet all GRCA policies  
• Applications go to CAO in batches every two weeks  
• Has been implemented since mid-2012; updates to the regulations are still ongoing 

  
Policy updates include a new category for longer permit durations (up to 5 years – only for municipal projects right 
now); general housekeeping items.  
 
GRCA planning a wholesale review of their policies in 2013 to see if there are any inconsistencies that can be 
eliminated or other changes/clarifications that are required.  They will be looking for the committee’s input. 
 

URBANIZATION (CITY OF WATERLOO) COMMITTEE 
Prepared by Committee Member, Craig Robson, Robson Carpenter LLP 
 
SUMMER 2012 
The Urbanization Committee has formed a subcommittee consisting of Dave Innocente of MTE and Chris Pidgeon 
of GSP Group and Craig Robson to review the Brownfields policy of the City.  The subcommittee met on August 14th 
with the City in to discuss preliminary general issues on the proposed process.  Further meetings will be taking 
place in the upcoming months.  
 
OCTOBER 2012 
Update of Development Charges: The soft services review has been completed as well as the 10 year history 
service level. Capital Projects that will form the basis for the development charges calculation have been evaluated 
thoroughly, thanks to the work of the subcommittee. The City is appreciative of the hard work done by the industry 
members of the subcommittee. A formal public meeting is to be held on December 3, 2012. 
 
Discussion of City of Waterloo’s economic needs: Committee members discussed and commented on ideas for 
economic growth for the City of Waterloo.  
 
New Director of Economic Development: Mark Garner the new Director of Economic Development is starting on 
October 15th. 
 

Application Type August 1, 2012 Fee 

Subdivision and Vacant Land Condominium 

Base fee $1,910 

• per net hectare  $1,000/hectare 

Applicant driven modification $1,275 

Final clearance for registration of each stage: technical review required $5,110 

Final clearance Processing Fee: no reports or review required $195 


